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MAC  News 


Artist's  Innovation  Awards: 

Online  applications  open  for 
literary  and  performing  arts 

In  order  to  foster  environments  where  the  innova¬ 
tion  and  creativity  of  artists  are  valued  and  cel¬ 
ebrated,  MAC's  Artist’s  Innovation  Awards  program 
rewards  Montana  artists  who  have  demonstrated 
extraordinary  innovation  in  their  work  and  artwork; 
outstanding  originality  and  dedication  in  their  cre¬ 
ative  pursuits;  and  a  marked  capacity  for  self-direc¬ 
tion.  The  awards  are  $3,000  each. 

The  online  application  for  the  2010  Artist’s  In¬ 
novation  Awards  for  literary  arts  and  performing 
arts  is  up  and  running.  Applications  will  be  accepted 
through  5  p.m.  Friday,  April  30. 

Go  to  MAC’S  website  www.art.mt.gov  for  pro¬ 
gram  guidelines,  award  information,  online  process 
information,  and  links  to  the  application  site. 

MCAM  ceremony  is  Feb.  26 

To  celebrate  Montana’s  rich  heritage  and  show¬ 
case  the  present-day  vitality  of  the  folk  arts,  the  state 
will  honor  1 1  Montana  Circle  of  American  Masters 
in  the  Visual  Folk  and  Traditional  Arts  at  an  induc¬ 
tion  ceremony.  The  ceremony  will  be  held  4-5  p.m. 
Friday,  Feb.  26,  in  the  Old  Supreme  Court  Chambers 
of  the  State  Capitol  in  Helena.  A  reception  follows 
in  the  Capitol  Rotunda. 

Artists  receiving  the  honor  are:  Eva  Boyd,  Ronan, 
Salish  basket  weaver;  Leonda  Fast  Buffalo  Horse, 
Browning,  Blackfeet  quill  worker;  Laurie  Gano, 
Melville,  tapestry  weaver;  Randy  Glick,  Great  Falls, 
fiber  artist;  James  H.  Jensen,  Kalispell,  wood  carver; 
Maude  Knudsen,  Fort  Shaw,  weaver;  Wade  Miller, 
Ennis,  saddlemaker;  Randal  Mundt,  Belt,  traditional 
blacksmith;  Jan  Popa,  Great  Falls,  quilt  artist;  Steve 
Stefely,  Helena,  traditional  leather  worker;  and  Nate 
Wald,  Lodge  Grass,  rawhide  braider. 

For  more  information  about  the  program,  visit 
www.art.mt.gov  or  contact  Cindy  Kittredge,  at  406- 
468-4078  or  elkittredge@dishmail.net. 

Read  about  new  inductees 
on  pages  5  and  9 


Beth  Lo  receives  USA  Fellowship 


By  Kristi  Niemeyer 

For  Missoula  ceramic  artist  and  art  professor  Beth  Lo, 
the  art  world  just  expanded  exponentially. 

Lo  was  one  of  50  artists  nationwide  named  USA 
Fellows  -  a  recognition  that  comes  with  an  unrestricted 
$50,000  grant.  “I  feel  humbled  and  inspired  to  step  into 
this  larger  community  of  artists,”  she  says. 

Lo  is  the  third  Montana  artist  -  all  of  them  ceramists 
-  to  receive  the  prestigious  award  since  its  inception 
in  2006.  Helena  potter  Sarah  Jaeger  was  named  a  USA 
Target  Fellow  the  inaugural  year,  and  Helena  ceramic 
sculptor  Richard  Nothin  was  named  a  USA  Hoi  Fellow  in 
2008. 

Lo  says  the  awards  in  her  field  are  a  testament  to  the 
long  tradition  of  ceramic  arts  in  Montana.  Both  Jae¬ 
ger  and  Notkin  are  former  resident  artists  at  the  Archie 
Bray  Foundation  in  Helena,  and  Lo  says  she  undertook 


See  Beth  Lo  on  page  9 


Ceramic  artist  Beth  Lo  hangs  with  jazz  great  Herbie 
Hancock  at  the  USA  Fellows  awards  ceremony. 

(Photo  by  David  Horgan) 


"Grandmother  of  Pots"  dies  at  age  95 


By  Kristi  Niemeyer 

Frances  Senska,  considered  “the 
grandmother  of  Montana  ceramics,” 
died  Christmas  Day  at  age  95. 

Senska  was  born  in  Cameroon, 

Africa,  and  settled  in  the  U.S.  with 
her  missionary  parents  in  1929.  She 
initially  studied  industrial  design, 
receiving  bachelor’s  and  master’s 
degrees  from  the  University  of  Iowa, 
before  attending  the  School  of  Design 
in  Chicago,  where  she  was  influenced 
by  the  German  Bauhaus  movement. 

The  modernist  approach  to  art  and  de¬ 
sign  taught  her  to  “work  with  function, 
need,  material  and  technology,”  she 
said  in  a  1993  interview.  “That’s  the 
way  I  taught.” 

It  was  also  a  guiding  principle  for 
her  work.  “I  was  raised  to  do  things 
which  are  useful.” 

While  serving  in  the  Navy  during 
World  War  II,  Senska  studied  pottery 
with  Edith  Heath  in  San  Francisco.  She  continued  delving 
into  ceramics  with  a  summer  session  at  Cranbrook  Acad¬ 


emy  of  Art  and  studying  with  German 
ceramist  Marguerite  Wildenhain  at  her 
Pond  Farm  studio. 

Senska  taught  at  Montana  State  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Bozeman  from  1946-1973. 
The  school  had  a  small,  but  impressive 
art  faculty  that  included  painter  Robert 
DeWeese  and  printmaker  Jessie  Wilber, 
who  eventually  became  Senska’s 
partner. 

Senska  originally  taught  industrial 
design  and  a  smattering  of  art  history. 
“Gradually,  over  the  years,  I  sloughed 
off  the  other  things  and  just  taught 
clay.” 

The  venerable  artist  and  teacher  has 
outlived  her  two  most  famous  students 
-  Rudy  Autio  and  Peter  Voulkos.  The 
two  talented  young  men,  just  back  from 
World  War  II,  began  taking  art  classes 
in  the  late  '40s  at  what  was  then  Mon¬ 
tana  State  College. 


See  Frances  Senska  on  page  9 


Frances  Senska  at  the  wheel  in 
her  Bozeman  studio.  (Photo  taken 
in  1993  by  Kristi  Niemeyer) 


Great  Western  Art  Week 

Russell  Museum  hosts  own  auction 


Front  March  17-21,, Great  Falls  is  brimming  in  art 
during  what’s  become  known  as  the  Great  Western  Art 
Week. 

New  to  this  year’s  offerings  is  “The  Russell: 

The  Sale  to  Benefit  the  C.M.  Russell  Museum,” 

March  18-20  at  the  C.M.  Russell  Museum  and  Meadow 
Lark  Country  Club.  The  inaugural  event  -  which  solely 
benefits  the  Russell  -  kicks  off  Thursday  with  a  reception 
and  wall  sale  of  130  works  of  art  at  the  museum.  During 
“Art  in  Action,”  Friday  at  the  country  club,  two-dozen 
artists  will  paint,  sculpt  and  interact  with  the  audience. 
The  event  includes  a  brunch,  book-signing  and  live  auc¬ 
tion  at  2:30  p.m. 

Saturday  brings  a  live  auction  at  1 1  a.m.  of  more  than 
150  pieces  of  historic  and  contemporary  western  art  at 
the  museum,  with  brunch,  refreshments  and  live  music  on 
tap.  Call  406-727-8787  or  visit  www.cmrussell.org. 

The  C.M.  Russell  Auction,  often  called  the  “grand- 
daddy  of  western  art  auctions,”  is  March  17-20  at  the 
Best  Western  Heritage  Inn.  A  tradition  since  1969,  this 


annual  art  event  hosted  by  the  Great  Falls  Advertising 
Federation  is  jam-packed  with  artist  demonstrations, 
quick  draws,  seminars,  artist  receptions,  entertainment 
and  live  auctions. 

The  42nd  annual  event  gets  underway  Wednesday 
with  the  grand  opening  of  the  Exhibit  Room  and  Char¬ 
lie’s  Birthday  Party  at  6  p.m. 

Preview  auction  art  from  10  a.m. -5  p.m.  Thursday, 
with  a  reception  from  7-10  p.m.  New  this  year  is  Thurs¬ 
day’s  “The  Magnificent  Seven,”  sponsored  by  Cowboys 
and  Indians  Magazine  and  featuring  seven  popular  west¬ 
ern  artists  creating  ail  from  10  a.m.-4  p.m. 

A  Chuckwagon  Brunch  and  Awards  Ceremony  at 
10  a.m.  Friday  is  followed  by  a  free  seminar  at  1  p.m., 
with  Gordon  Snidow  presenting  “My  Story.”  The  quick 
draw  and  reception  begins  at  4:15  p.m.,  followed  by  the 
first  Russell  Auction  at  5:30  p.m. 


See  Art  Week  on  page  2 


"Red  Cloud"  by  Harley  Brown  is  part  of  the 
inaugural  "The  Russell:  The  Sale  to  Benefit  the 
C.M.  Ruseell  Museum." 
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Artists  and 
YouTube 

We'd  love  to 
know  how  artists  in 
Montana  are  using 
YouTube  to  connect 
with  their  audience, 
buyers  and  fans.  Send 
us  your  links  and 
tell  us  how  you're 
using  this  network¬ 
ing  tool  at  mac@mt. 
gov  and  we'll  spread 
the  word.  We  wel¬ 
come  artists  of  all 
disciplines:  music, 
theatre,  visual  art, 
photography,  craft, 
dance  and  traditional 
arts. 

Here  is  a  link  to  a 
YouTube  that  shows 
how  an  artist  cre¬ 
ates  a  work:  www. 
youtube.com/ 
watch?v=ip5ZZ 
W5U9do. 

It  was  posted  by 
Kent  Epler,  who 
used  to  live  in  Mis¬ 
soula  and  created 
the  Laughing  Boy 
store  downtown 
with  his  partner  Rick 
Millburn.  They  have 
since  returned  to 
Louisville  to  live  in 
order  to  be  closer  to 
wholesale  markets. 
This  YouTube  was  cre¬ 
ated  in  preparation 
for  Epler's  showing  at 
the  Philadelphia  Buy¬ 
ers  Market  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Craft. 

"I'm  putting  Kent's 
YouTube  out  there  as 
an  example  of  a  great 
way  to  make  new 
solid  connections 
with  people  you  want 
to  buy  your  work," 
says  Arni  Fishbaugh, 
MAC's  executive 
director.  "People  love 
to  know  about  the 
process  of  making 
your  art.  It  connects 
them  with  the  artist." 

Share  your  You- 
Tubes  and  your 
thoughts  at  mac@mt. 
gov. 


Budget  news  and  new  programs 


that  the  cut  may  or 
may  not  occur,  may 
double  to  10  percent 
and  that  it  may  take 
place  in  one  or  both 
years  of  the  FY  11-12 
biennium. 


Arni  with  Richard  Sims,  director 
of  the  Montana  Historical  Society, 
during  the  Governor's  Arts  Award 
ceremony  in  Helena. 


The  first  two  months  of  2010  have  been 
full  of  rewarding  events  and  significant 
milestones  for  the  agency.  But,  the  looming 
financial  news  of  declining  state  revenues 
resulted  in  the  Governor’s  call  for  all  agencies 
to  prepare  a  proposal  to  cut  five  percent  from 
our  general  fund  budgets. 

Budget  cut 

At  present,  the  agency  will  take  its  2011 
five-percent  cut  of  $23,010  primarily  out  of 
FY  2010.  This  cut  will  be  taken  from  fixed- 
cost  reductions  ($307  for  FY  2011)  and  the 
balance  by  delaying  implementation  of  the 
Leadership  Institute  online  project  in  2010. 

The  Leadership  Institute  originally  began 
as  part  of  a  legislative  appropriation  made  to 
the  agency  in  FY  1999  to  provide  technical 
assistance  to  the  field.  It  was  expanded  when 
the  agency  received  a  five-year  Lila  Wallace 
Reader’s  Digest  START  grant  in  FY  2003, 
where  the  focus  became  leadership  training 
for  arts  organizations’  boards  and  staff. 

After  planning  with  the  public,  three 
primary  tracks  were  created,  one  per  year,  in 
fundraising,  governance  and  marketing.  From 
FY  2004-2009,  workshops  were  held  on  each 
of  these  topics  in  three  different  sites  around 
the  state,  serving  73  nonprofit  organizations. 

All  together,  368  people  from  27  commu¬ 
nities  statewide  participated  in  nine  work¬ 
shops  over  a  period  of  six  years.  Another  21 
individuals  representing  five  organizations 
participated  in  a  three-year,  in-depth  organiza¬ 
tional  development  program. 

FY  2009  concluded  the  first  complete 
cycle  of  these  workshops,  and  planning  for 
the  next  phase  began.  Technology  issues  and 
social  networking  arose  as  the  priority  for  the 
next  phase  of  programming.  And,  due  to  bud¬ 
get  constraints,  it  made  more  sense  to  revamp 
the  program  into  an  online  service  and  onsite 
technical  support  in  some  cases,  which  more 
Montana  nonprofits  could  access  without  trav¬ 
eling  and  within  their  own  timeframe. 

The  staff  person  responsible  for  this 
program  (Cinda  Holt)  is  also  in  charge  of  the 
agency’s  ARRA  grant  program.  That  fund¬ 
ing  had  to  be  disbursed  immediately,  which 
necessitated  moving  the  Leadership  Institute 
to  the  second  half  of  FY  2010. 

The  leadership  program  is  very  important, 
but  because  of  the  budget  office  request  that 
cuts  be  sought  that  will  have  the  least  impact 
on  service  recipients,  a  reduction  and  a  delay 
in  implementation  here  makes  the  most  sense 
at  this  time. 

The  Governor  has  also  informed  agencies 

Art  Week  (from  page  1) 


Artists  and  authors  gather  for  an  Autograph 
Party,  10:30-11:30  a.m.  Saturday;  Blackfeet 
Indian  dancers  perform  at  noon:  and  Ed  Trumble 
offers  another  free  seminar  at  1  p.m.,  titled 
“Western  Art  and  Leanin’  Tree:  A  Happy  Mar¬ 
riage.”  A  quick  draw  begins  at  4:15  p.m.  with 
the  final  auction  5:30-9  p.m.  Call  800-803-3351 
or  visit  www.cmrauction.com. 

Also  on  tap: 

Great  Falls  Native  American  Art  Show, 

March  18-21  at  Mansfield  Convention  Center; 
28th  annual  show  features  original  artwork  by 
Native  American  artists,  all  created  by  enrolled 
tribal  members  or  documented  descendents. 
Demonstrations,  dancers,  singers,  drumming  and 
concessions  are  also  on  tap  (406-761-1371  or 
www.nativeamericanartshow.com). 

Western  Heritage  Artists  Association  Art 
Show,  March  17-21  at  the  Holiday  Inn;  this  an¬ 
nual  show  kicks  off  at  7  p.m.  Wednesday,  with 
entertainment  and  awards  for  the  juried  lobby 
show.  During  the  Quick  Finish  and  Auction, 

7  p.m.  Thursday,  artists  finish  and  frame  a  piece 
of  work  in  45  minutes;  a  sale  of  these  quick 
creations  follows,  with  proceeds  supporting  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  Interpretive  Center.  The  event. 


New  grant  program 
launches  this  spring 

The  arts  council  has  been  working  to  retool 
its  Opportunity  grants  category  to  expand  its 
value  for  the  state.  We  plan  to  replace  it  with  a 
new  program  in  the  late  spring  called  Strate¬ 
gic  Investment  Grants. 

The  program  will  provide  up  to  $1,000 
in  matching  funds  to  professional  artists, 
nonprofit  501(c)(3)  arts  organizations  and 
pre-kindergarten  through  12th-grade  teachers 
in  Montana  for: 

Training  and  Network  Development: 

Grants  for  professional  development  and 
networking  opportunities  that  help  build  art 
skills,  healthy  arts  careers  and  businesses. 

(Our  current  Professional  Development 
Grant  program  will  be  morphed  into  this  new 
program.) 

Market  Expansion:  Grants  to  help 
increase  exposure  and  improve  marketing 
or  promotional  opportunities  for  exhibition, 
performance  and  sales. 

Public  Outreach  Arts  Activities:  Grants 
for  ongoing  and  one-time  arts  activities  by 
arts  organizations  and  artists  that  help  firmly 
anchor  the  arts  in  the  greater  community. 

Challenges  and  Emergencies:  Grants  to 
provide  assistance  for  artists  or  arts  organiza¬ 
tions  experiencing  catastrophic-level  emer¬ 
gencies  that  threaten  their  ability  to  continue 
their  work  and  demand  prompt  and  immediate 
attention. 

Other  Projects:  Activities  and  ideas  fall¬ 
ing  outside  of  these  categories,  yet  worthy  of 
state  investment,  might  be  eligible.  You  must 
first  discuss  your  proposal  with  the  MAC 
grants  director  to  determine  eligibility. 

Application  Deadlines  and  Available 
Funds:  Applications  must  be  received  by 
5  p.m.  on  the  first  business  day  of  the  month. 

All  applications  must  be  submitted  online. 
We  will  provide  more  details  in  the  next  State 
of  the  Arts  and  on  MAC’S  website  in  May. 

Big  events  and  accomplishments 

The  recent  Governor’s  Arts  Award  program 
held  in  January,  which  is  featured  elsewhere 
in  this  issue,  was  a  huge  success.  1  don’t  recall 


"Shades  of  Gray"  by  Kristi  Billmayer  is 
among  the  works  in  this  year's  C.M.  Russell 
Art  Auction  at  the  Heritage  Inn. 


which  features  works  by  more  than  60  artists, 
also  includes  music,  artist  demonstrations  and 
a  seminar  (406-868-9649  or  www.westernher- 
itageartists.com). 

March  in  Montana  Show  and  Auction, 

March  1 8-20  at  Town  House  Inn;  fine  western 
art  and  collectibles  fill  this  show  and  sale  with 
auctions  at  1 1  a.m.  Friday  and  at  2  p.m.  Saturday 
(307-635-0019  or  www.marchinmontana.com). 

Contway  and  Friends  Art  Show, 

March  18-21  at  Montana  ExpoPark;  40  art¬ 
ists  gather  for  this  annual  show  and  sale 
(406-727-8900). 


a  ceremony  laden  with 
more  emotion  or  enthu¬ 
siasm!  Everyone  was 
“feelin’  the  love!” 

My  thanks  here  to 
Cinda  Holt,  Christy  Stiles 
and  Kim  Hurtle  for  all 
their  help.  The  program  is 
being  broadcast  through¬ 
out  the  state  on  local 
access  stations,  so  check 
your  listings. 

The  agency  has  posted 
its  accomplishments  for 
the  last  fiscal  year  and  our 
work  plan  for  the  current 
fiscal  year  on  MAC’s 
website.  If  you’re  inter¬ 
ested,  you’ll  find  a  link  at 
www.art.mt.gov. 

Cultural  Trust  Advisory  Committee 

There  are  several  terms  up  for  current 
members  of  this  committee  who  make  fund¬ 
ing  recommendations  to  the  legislature  on  all 
the  Cultural  Trust  grants.  Nominations  are 
now  open  for  new  members,  who  will  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Montana  Arts  Council.  We’re 
looking  for  professionals  in  the  arts  field  who 
have  familiarity  with  nonprofit  organizations. 

Please  email  your  resume  and  a  cover 
letter  to  me  at  afishbaugh@mt.gov.  The 
next  round  of  grants  for  FY  13-14  will  be 
reviewed  in  Helena  on  Monday  and  Tuesday, 
Oct.  11-12,  2010. 

Public  Value  Partnership  Grants 

Applications  should  be  posted  online  by 
the  time  this  issue  of  State  of  the  Arts  goes  to 
press  for  the  next  four-year  cycle  of  Public 
Value  Partnerships,  with  an  April  20,  2010, 
deadline  for  new  applicants.  For  guidelines, 
go  to  www.art.mt.gov. 

Public  Value  Partnerships  provide  overall 
operating  support  toward  the  educational 
mission  of  Montana  nonprofit  arts  organiza¬ 
tions  that  have  had  their  501(c)(3)  status  for  a 
minimum  of  five  years  and  have  at  least  one 
half-time  paid  staff  member. 

The  program  supports  arts  organizations 
with  strong  operations  -  including  stable 
management,  ongoing  assessment  and  evalu¬ 
ation  and  high  artistic  quality. 

These  grants  also  fund  overall  operating 
support  for  arts  programs  of  tribal  govern¬ 
ments  and  universities.  In  these  cases,  the 
organizations  can  use  either  government  or 
university  nonprofit  status.  See  the  applica¬ 
tion  for  further  guidance  on  eligibility. 

The  grant  period  will  run  July  1, 2010, 
through  June  30,  2014  (four  years),  provided 
the  grantee  organization  continues  to  meet 
eligibility  requirements.  Grant  awards  are 
$2,000-$  10,000  per  fiscal  year. 

If  you  have  any  questions,  please  contact 
Kristin  Han  Burgoyne,  khan@mt.gov  or 
406-444-6449. 


State  of  the  Arts 


State  of  the  Arts  is  published  six  times 
a  year  by  the  Montana  Arts  Council  and 
produced  by  Lively  Times. 

State  of  the  Arts  welcomes  submissions 
of  photographs,  press  releases  and  news¬ 
worthy  information  from  individual  artists 
and  arts  organizations. 

Please  check  with  the  Montana  Arts 
Council  for  reprint  permission. 

Deadline:  The  deadline  for  submissions 
is  March  25,  2010,  for  the  May/june 
2010  issue.  Send  items  to:  Montana  Arts 
Council,  PO  Box  202201,  Helena,  MT 
59620-2201;  phone  406-444-6430,  fax 
406-444-6548  or  email  mac@mt.gov. 

Subscriptions:  State  of  the  Arts  is 
available  free  of  charge  to  Montana 
residents  as  a  public  service  of  the 
Montana  Arts  Council.  To  subscribe, 
please  call  406-444-6430,  or  update  or 
sign-up  online  at  www.art.mt.gov.  Out- 
of-state  subscriptions  at  $15  per  year 
are  welcome  -  mail  your  check  to  the 
Montana  Arts  Council,  PO  Box  202201, 
Helena,  MT  59620. 
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Congrats  to  ... 


Anna  Hill,  a  Helena  High  School  senior  who  recently  qualified  for 
the  Oireachtas  Rince  na  Cruinne,  the  world  Irish  dancing  champion¬ 
ship,  which  will  be  held  this  year  in  Scotland.  She  qualified  by  taking 
top  honors  at  a  regional  competition  in  Denver.  According  to  a  story 
in  the  Independent  Record,  Hill  began  studying  Irish  dance  with  the 
Tieman  Irish  Dancers  after  seeing  “River  Dance”  on  television  and 
was  instantly  hooked.  She  participated  in  her  first  competition  at  age 
10  in  Boise,  and  continued,  despite  battles  with  asthma  and  the  lack  of 
a  teacher  in  Helena.  Once  or  twice  a  month  a  licensed  instructor  from 
Boise  visits  and  teaches  throughout  the  state,  and  Hill  is  now  teaching 
students  of  all  ages  in  Helena.  In  addition  to  her  commitment  to  Irish 
dance,  Hill  is  a  National  Merit  semifinalist  and  plays  on  the  tennis 
team.  She  says  Irish  dance  and  tennis  are  similar  in  the  sense  that  they 
both  require  strong  stamina  and  are  very  technical,  but  she  admits  it’s 
hard  to  juggle  sports,  dance  and  school  work. 

-  From  the  Independent  Record,  Dec.  27,  2009 

Internationally  published  photographer 
Audrey  Hall  of  Livingston,  who  has  been 
chosen  as  a  finalist  in  the  2009  Nikon  Film 
Festival.  Her  short  film  “See  You  Then” 
was  selected  from  over  1,200  submissions 
nationwide.  Filmed  exclusively  in  Mon¬ 
tana,  the  independently  produced  movie 
combines  music,  art  and  the  rugged  beauty 
of  the  West.  Starting  with  a  brush  stroke 
on  a  canvas  by  Livingston  artist  Edd 
Enders,  “See  You  Then”  paints  a  visual 
narrative  of  the  creative  process  in  which 
the  daily  routines  of  ordinary  people  are 
entwined  in  unforeseen  ways.  Unconven¬ 
tionally  made,  “See  You  Then”  was  filmed 
entirely  on  a  Nikon  DSLR  with  high-  Audrey  Hall 

definition  movie  capabilities  -  a  recent 

innovation  and  trend  in  digital  camera  technology.  Hall’s  critically  ac¬ 
claimed  images  have  appeared  in  numerous  publications  including  The 
New  York  Times,  Sunset,  and  Western  Art  and  Architecture.  Thea  Marx, 
editor  of  Contemporary  Western  Design,  praises  Hall’s  film  debut  as  “a 
wonderful  portrayal  of  art  imitating  life  and  life  imitating  art.”  To  view 
“See  You  Then”  and  other  Nikon  Film  Festival  finalists,  go  to  www. 
nikonfestival.com/blog/2009/12/13/see-you-then/. 


Montana  State  University  graduate  and  Bozeman 
native  Brian  Van’t  Hul,  who  was  visual-effects  su¬ 
pervisor  on  “Coraline,"  which  has  been  nominated  for 
an  Academy  Award  as  best  animated  film.  It  was  the 
first  major  stop-motion  animated  feature  to  be  shot  on 
stereo-scopic  3-D.  Van’t  Hul.  who  graduated  from  the 
MSU  School  of  Film  and  Photography  in  1987,  won  an 
Oscar  in  2005  for  his  work  on  the  visual  effects  of  Peter 
Jackson’s  “King  Kong”;  his  credits  include  many  of  the 
most  inventive  films  of  the  last  two  decades,  including 
the  “Lord  of  the  Rings"  trilogy  and  “Forrest  Gump.” 


Montana  native  Ryan  Close,  whose  film  "Family 
Pieces”  received  the  Groundbreaker  Award  for  Cinema¬ 
tography  during  the  2009  Hatchfest.  Close,  who  says  he 
fell  in  love  with  the  art  of  storytelling  when  he  was  nine  years  old  after 
seeing  "Forrest  Gump”  for  the  first  time,  earned  a  bachelor’s  in  film 
production  from  California  Sate  University  Northridge  (CSUN).  His 
debut  film  “Family  Pieces”  is  a  drama  that  was  shot  in  Bozeman,  and 
set  in  the  1930s.  Close  has  also  received  a  Panavision  New  Filmmaker 
Grant,  a  Hollywood  Foreign  Press  Scholarship  and  an  Eastman  Kodak 
Grant.  Hatchfest,  held  each  October  in  Bozeman,  aims  to  develop  and 
foster  the  growth  of  creative  minds  in  various  industries  through  men¬ 
torship,  exposure  and  networking. 

Chance  McKinney,  who  grew  up  in  Missoula,  and  is  headed  to 
Nashville  this  winter,  courtesy  of  Country  Music  Television.  The 
singer/songwriter  and  Seattle-area  math  teacher  recently  won  CMT’s 
Music  City  Madness  Competition.  As  a  result,  he  has  a  studio  date  to 
audition  for  the  Valory  Music  Company  label,  and  will  fly  to  Nash¬ 
ville  with  his  band  to  record  for  the  live  show,  “Studio  330  Sessions.” 
McKinney,  a  graduate  of  Big  Sky  High  School,  won  the  contest  with 
his  song  “Be  Real.” 

-  From  the  Missoulian,  Dec.  17,  2009 

Dolce  Canto,  a  27-voice  Missoula  choir,  which  travels  to  Seattle 
this  spring  to  perform  for  an  audience  of  choral  conductors  and  music 
teachers  during  the  prestigious  Northwestern  Division  Conference 
of  the  American  Choral  Director’s  Association  (ACDA).  More  than 
100  choirs  from  six  states  auditioned  for  the  conference,  and  Dolce 
Canto  was  one  of  22  selected.  The  biennial  conference  will  attract 
approximately  500  attendees  from  a  six-state  region.  The  choir  will 
be  showcased  during  a  concert  in  Town  Hall  Seattle  at  12:15  p.m. 
March  12.  “This  is  an  exciting  opportunity  for  our  group  and  we  are 
honored  to  have  been  invited,”  says  artistic  director  Peter  Park,  who 
formed  the  auditioned,  nonprofit  ensemble  in  2001.  Dolce  Canto  is 
one  of  the  few  community  groups  invited  to  perform  at  the  conference, 
as  most  of  the  other  choirs  are  either  professional  or  represent  high 
schools  and  universities.  This  marks  the  first  time  the  ensemble  will 
journey  outside  of  the  state.  During  their  five-day  tour,  members  will 
partake  in  educational  workshops  and  concerts  with  choral  students 
from  University  High  School  (Spokane),  Eastern  Washington  Univer¬ 
sity,  Davenport  High  School,  Washington  Middle  School  (Seattle),  and 
Cedarcrest  High  School  (Duvall). 


Dramatic  baritone  Douglas  Nagel, 
who  sings  the  title  role  in  Mobile  Opera’s 
production  of  “The  Flying  Dutchman,” 

March  25  and  27  in  Mobile,  AL.  Nagel, 
who  has  performed  throughout  the  United 
States,  developed  his  operatic  aspirations  as  a 
teenager  in  Billings.  He  is  general  director  of 
Rimrock  Opera  Company,  which  stages  “La 
Boheme”  April  24-25. 


Jefferson  City  artist  Anne  Appleby, 
whose  series,  "The  Blue  Planet,”  was  featured 
Oct.  14-Nov.  14  at  Gallery  Paule  Anglim  in  San  Francisco,  and  whose 
paintings  are  on  display  Jan.  12-March  25  at  The  Mayor  Gallery  in 
London,  England. 

Sculptor  and  Montana  Arts  Council  member  Tracy  Linder,  whose 
exhibit  titled  “Skin  Deep”  is  on  display  Feb.  3-March  3  at  Prescott  Col¬ 
lege  Art  Gallery  in  Prescott,  A Z. 


Douglas  Nagel 


Panel  of  photographs 
by  Craig  Hergert 


Bozeman  photographer  Craig 
Hergert,  who  was  named  the  next 
“Treasured”  Montana  Artist  by 
Secretary  of  State  Linda  McCulloch. 

Hergert  is  the  fourth  Montana  artist  to 
receive  the  notable  distinction  since 
the  series  was  launched  in  January 
2009.  “Craig’s  artwork  is  larger  than 
life,”  McCulloch  said.  “His  pho¬ 
tographs  take  you  on  a  panoramic 
journey  across  some  of  Montana’s 
most  beautiful  landscapes.”  Hergert  is 
a  freelance  artist  whose  photographs 
and  paintings  are  currently  on  display 

at  venues  around  the  world.  He  also  owns  and  operates  the  Montana 
Panoramic  Gallery,  which  is  located  in  the  Emerson  Cultural  Center  for 
the  Arts  in  Bozeman.  Hergert’s  artwork  will  be  on  display  through  April 
2010  in  the  front  lobby  of  the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office  in  the  State 
Capitol  Building  in  Helena,  and  on  the  website  at  sos.mt.gov/Gallery. 

Livingston  artist  John  Banovich,  who  won  Safari  Club  Internation¬ 
al’s  prestigious  C.J.  McElroy  Award.  This  marks  the  first  time  that  an 
artist  has  been  nominated  and  selected  for  this  award,  which  honors  a 
member  of  SCI  who  has  achieved  excellence  in  worldwide  hunting,  dis¬ 
played  a  dedication  to  the  conservation  of  wildlife,  and  has  a  history  of 
service  to  the  global  hunting  community  and  to  SCI’s  goals.  Banovich, 

who  has  traveled  the  world,  serves  on 
the  boards  of  the  Society  of  Animal  Art¬ 
ists  and  the  Craighead  Environmental 
Research  Institute.  Through  his  art  and 
the  Banovich  Wildscapes  Foundation,  he 
has  raised  millions  for  conservation  and 
humanitarian  causes.  Banovich  will  also 
present  two  oil  paintings,  “Presence  of  a 
Worthy  Competitor”  and  "Night  Rush,” 
at  the  2010  Southeastern  Wildlife 
Exhibition,  Feb.  12-14  in  Charleston, 

SC.  The  largest  wildlife  art  and  nature 
event  in  the  nation  attracts  exhibitors 
from  around  the  globe  who  present  their 
offerings  to  over  40,000  attendees. 


Presence  of  a  Worthy  Competitor 
by  John  Banovich 


Bozeman  sculptor  Rod  Zullo,  who  was  recently  elected  a  profes¬ 
sional  member  of  the  National  Sculpture  Society  (NSS).  The  NSS, 
located  in  New  York  City,  was  founded  in  1893  and  is  the  oldest 
sculpture  group  in  America.  Professional  membership  is  decided  by  a 
nomination  process  by  current  members,  and  then  by  an  election  of  the 
entire  professional  membership.  In  2003  the  NSS  awarded  Zullo  with 
the  Best  New  Artist  Award  and  in  2005,  with  the  Polich  Art  Foundry 
Award.  In  February  2009,  Zullo  was  the  focus  of  an  article  in  Southwest 
Art  Magazine,  and  his  work  appears  in  a  recent  book  published  by  the 
magazine,  Sculpture  of  the  Rockies.  He  also  taught  a  sculpture  work¬ 
shop  this  February  at  the  Scottsdale  Artists  School  in  Scottsdale,  AZ. 

Lakeside  artist  Terry  Mimnaugh,  whose  monumental  sculpture 
“Corpus”  has  been  installed  in  the  rafters  overlooking  the  altar  at  Holy 
Spirit  Catholic  Church  in  Great  Falls.  The  seven-foot-tall  sculpture, 
which  weighs  320  pounds,  has  been  in  residence  with  a  temporary 
armature  since  last  year.  Great  Falls  resident  Mark  Statham,  a  parish¬ 
ioner  and  welder  by  trade,  created  a  seven-foot-wide,  eight-foot-long 
cross  to  support  the  sculpture  and  made  the  suspended  installation 
possible.  The  church  is  also  the  home  of  giant  stained-glass  windows  by 
Arlee  artist  Dana  Boussard  and  bronze  reliefs  by  the  late  Joe  Halko. 

Bozeman  artist  Howard  Friedland,  who  has  been  appointed  to  the 
board  of  directors  for  Oil  Painters  of  America  (OPA),  of  which  he  is 
a  signature  member.  The  studio  he  shares  with  his  wife,  artist  Susan 
Blackwood,  will  be  featured  in  the  March/April  issue  of  Art  of  the  West. 

Peter  Edland  of  Walking  Man  Gallery  and  Frame  Shop  in  Whitefish 
and  Bill  Strizich  of  A.  Hooker's  Gallery  in  Great  Falls,  who  took  first 
and  second  place,  respectively,  in  the  Picture  Framing  Competition  of 
the  Northern  Rockies  Chapter  of  the  Professional  Picture  Framers  As¬ 
sociation.  Both  pieces  were  sent  to  Coeur  d'Alene,  ID.  for  independent 
professional  judging,  with  the  top  two  pieces  from  that  round  compet¬ 
ing  at  the  international  competition  in  Anaheim,  CA.  Strizich  also  took 
first  place  in  the  People's  Choice  competition  and  won  the  best  first¬ 
time  competitor  prize.  The  Northern  Rockies  Chapter  includes  Eastern 
Washington,  Idaho,  Montana,  North  Dakota  and  Wyoming. 


Continued  on  next  page 
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Send  us  your 
good  news 

Artists,  writers, 
musicians  and  arts 
administrators:  Please 
let  us  know  about 
major  awards  and 
accomplishments, 
especially  beyond  the 
borders  of  Montana. 

Send  your  good 
news  to  Congrats, 
c/o  Lively  Times, 
33651  Eagle  Pass 
Trail,  Charlo,  MT 
59824;  or  email: 
writeus@lively  times, 
com. 

If  you  include  a 
digital  photo,  please 
make  sure  it's  at  least 
1 50  lines  per  inch  (Ipi 
or  dpi). 


State  of  the  Arts  •  March/April  2010 


Discover  great 

conversation 

online 

The  Humanities 
Roundtable  is  de¬ 
buting  several  new 
discussion  forums 
this  month: 

•  March  Mad¬ 
ness  -  Humanities 
Style:  The  very  first 
ever  Tournament  of 
Champions  on  the 
Roundtable.  Each 
week  two  iconic 
Montana  movies  will 
go  head  to  head.  You 
vote  for  the  better 

of  the  two,  and  the 
top  choice  moves  on 
to  the  next  week's 
round.  By  the  end 
of  the  month  we'll 
be  able  to  announce 
The  Best  Montana 
Movie  Ever! 

•  Join  the  Creative 
Writing  Group  to 
share  your  work  with 
other  writers. 

•  This  is  your  last 
chance  to  suggest 
a  title  for  the  2010 
One  Book  Montana 
selection.  Your  vote 
can  still  make  a  dif¬ 
ference. 

•  Check  out  our 
new  forum  for  dis¬ 
cussions  about  End 
of  Life  Choices.  The 
recent  Montana  Su¬ 
preme  Court  decision 
has  focused  attention 
on  physician-assisted 
suicide  and  other  end 
of  life  issues.  What 
role  should  the  gov¬ 
ernment  play  in  these 
personal  choices? 

Join  the  conversation 
online,  and  attend  a 
Humanities  Montana- 
sponsored  confer¬ 
ence,  "End  of  Life 
Choices:  A  Commu¬ 
nity  Conversation," 

at  Carroll  College  in 
Helena  on  April  10, 
2010. 

Check  out  the 
Roundtable  at  www. 
humanitiesmontana. 
ning.com. 


More  Congrats  to  ... 


Montana  author  Carolyn  Gar- 
riott  and  illustrator  Jason  Weibel, 
whose  book.  Spitz,  A  Car  with  At¬ 
titude,  was  a  finalist  in  the  children’s 
category  for  the  Eric  Hoffer  Award 
for  Independent  Books  and  the  U.S. 

Book  News  awards.  Published  in 
2008  by  Driftwillow  Press  in  Great 
Falls,  the  softcover  book  tells  the 
story  of  a  grumpy  kitten  who  finally 
discovers  the  value  of  getting  along  with  others. 

Montana  Arts  Council  member  Cyndy 
Andrus,  who  was  recently  appointed  to 
serve  on  the  Bozeman  City  Commission. 
Andrus  is  director  of  the  Convention  and 
Visitor  Bureau  for  the  Bozeman  Area 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  In  that  role,  she’s 
charged  with  spending  Bozeman’s  share 
of  lodging  taxes  to  promote  the  city.  She 
was  chosen  from  a  pool  of  13  candidates 
who  applied  to  replace  outgoing  commis¬ 
sioner  Eric  Bryson,  and  will  serve  through 
2012,  the  remaining  two  years  of  his  term. 
Andrus  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Brian 
Schweitzer  to  serve  two  terms  on  the 
Montana  Tourism  Advisory  Council,  which  advises  the  governor  on 
tourism  matters.  In  addition  to  serving  on  the  Montana  Arts  Council, 
she  also  sits  on  the  Citizen  Advisory  Council  for  Fish,  Wildlife  and 
Parks. 

-  From  the  Bozeman  Chronicle,  Jan.  25 

The  National  Folk  Festival,  which  received  an  unprecedented 
$200,000  challenge  grant  from  the  Dennis  and  Phyllis  Washington 
Foundation  to  support  the  festival’s  return  to  Butte  July  9-11.  In  2008, 
the  Montana-based  foundation  sponsored  the  festival’s  Family  Area 
and  in  2009,  it  funded  the  Main  Stage  with  a  $100,000  contribution. 
This  year,  in  recognition  of  the  growing  economic  and  cultural  op¬ 
portunities  presented  by  the  festival,  the  foundation  doubled  its  support 
to  $200,000.  “In  2009,  the  festival  experienced  an  exponential  increase 
in  visitor  attendance  over  the  2008  event.  This  proved  Butte’s  abil¬ 
ity  to  host  a  high-quality  family  event  and  attract  attendees  from  all 
over,”  said  Mike  Halligan,  executive  director  of  the  foundation.  “The 
decision  to  offer  this  level  of  support  was  not  an  easy  one  in  these 
turbulent  economic  times,  but  it  was  made  easier  by  the  demonstrated 
economic  impact  of  the  festival  over  the  past  two  years,”  added  Rolin 
Erickson,  a  foundation  board  member  and  president  of  Montana 
Resources.  “We  see  it  as  an  established  benefit  for  the  entire  state  that 
continues  to  expand  each  year.” 

The  Holter  Museum  of  Art  in  Helena,  which  recently  received  a 
$50,000  grant  from  the  Paul  G.  Allen  Family  Foundation.  Carl  Deitch- 
man,  executive  director  of  the  Holter,  said  the  two-year  grant  will 
help  the  museum  grow  its  outreach  efforts  to  military  service  men  and 
women,  veterans  and  their  families.  The  foundation’s  grant  was  one 
of  just  two  made  to  Montana  nonprofits  during  its  2009  grants  cycle. 
The  Montana  State  University  Foundation  in  Bozeman  received 
$20,000.  Outreach  to  the  military  community  was  well  under  way 
before  the  Holter  received  the  grant.  In  October  the  museum  partnered 
with  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Library’s  Big  Read  event,  which  featured 
Tim  O'Brien,  author  of  the  Vietnam  war  novel  The  Things  They  Car¬ 
ried.  The  Holter  invited  local  veterans  to  come  to  a  museum  program 
and  speak  about  the  things  they  carried  with  them  into  war.  Some  of 
these  items  became  part  of  a  six- week  Holter  exhibit.  In  January,  the 
Holter  opened  an  installation  by  Marie  Watts,  “Forget-me-not:  Moth¬ 
ers  and  Sons,”  which  features  embroidered  portraits  of  mothers  and 
their  soldier  sons  who  have  died  in  the  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  wars. 

Jim  McDonald,  foundation  senior  program  officer  for  arts  and  culture, 
called  the  Holter’s  outreach  to  veterans  “an  innovative  idea,”  and  said 
the  foundation  was  impressed  that  the  Holter  had  already  put  in  place 
a  veteran  outreach  committee.  “We  saw  this  as  a  real  sincere  engage¬ 
ment  to  that  community,”  McDonald  said. 

-  From  the  Independent  Record,  Jan.  29 

The  Montana  Heritage  Commission  (MHC)  and  its  curator  of 
interpretation.  Dr.  Bill  Peterson,  who  have  been  awarded  a  $15,000 
grant  from  the  National  Trust  for  Historic 
Preservation  and  the  Ford  Foundation 
to  develop  community-wide  interpretive 
information  about  African-American  his¬ 
tory  in  the  Territorial  West.  The  project  will 
focus  oh  Sarah  Bickford,  a  former  slave 
who  is  best  known  for  managing  and  own¬ 
ing  Virginia  City’s  water  company  from 
1888  to  1931.  The  project  was  one  of  four 
selected  from  20  applications  from  across 
the  country.  The  review  committee  was  es¬ 
pecially  impressed  by  the  MHC's  proposal 
to  interpret  the  life  of  Bickford  through 
a  variety  of  methods,  the  strong  team  of 
scholars,  and  the  commission’s  established 
successful  partnership  with  the  Washington 
State  University.  The  project  team  begins 
work  in  the  summer  of  2010.  The  Montana 
Heritage  Commission  manages  the  state- 
owned  historic  properties  in  Virginia  City. 


Transitions  ... 


Elizabeth  Moss,  the  new 
executive  director  and  curator  at 
the  Hockaday  Museum  of  Art  in 
Kalispell.  Moss  has  a  Master’s  in 
Arts  Administration  from  Golden 
Gate  University,  San  Francisco.  She 
relocated  to  Montana  from  Virginia 
where  she  served  as  director  of 
programs  and  exhibitions  for  the 
Artisans  Center  of  Virginia.  Her 
responsibilities  included  program 
development,  exhibitions  and  edu¬ 
cation,  grant  writing,  artist  recruit¬ 
ment  and  museum  operations.  She 
takes  the  helm  from  Lucy  Smith, 
who  joined  the  Hockaday  in  2006  as  development  and  communica¬ 
tions  director.  Smith  has  served  as  executive  director  since  July  2008, 
during  what  she  calls  the  “bridge  period  between  professional  museum 
directors,”  and  will  return  to  development  work  for  the  museum.  She 
is  enthusiastic  about  her  new  boss.  “Liz  is  an  excellent  fit  with  the 
Hockaday  . . .  She  brings  presence,  personality  and  command  to  her 
executive  leadership  role  and  an  artist’s  creative  intelligence  to  her 
curator  duties.”  Moss  begins  her  tenure  at  the  Hockaday  with  an  eye 
toward  growing  the  organization  “not  only  in  square  footage  but  also 
in  the  depth  and  reach  of  its  programs.” 

Mike  Nance,  the  new  artistic  director  of  the  Orphan  Girl  Theatre 
in  Butte.  The  Wyoming  native  has  been  working  in  theatre  and  video 
production  in  Seoul,  Korea,  for  the  past  three  years,  and  brings  consid¬ 
erable  experience  directing,  adapting  and  writing  plays  for  children  to 
his  new  post.  The  theatre  also  welcomes  new  education  instructor  Gary 
Warchola. 


Condolences  to  ... 


The  family  and  friends  of  Shag  Miller.  The  retired  Butte  broad¬ 
caster  and  businessman,  decorated  World  War  II  veteran  and  longtime 
supporter  of  The  University  of  Montana  died  Dec.  7  at  age  86.  He 
was  married  to  Butte  arts  supporter  Gus  Miller  and  was  stepfather  to 
jazz  singer  Eden  Atwood;  he  also  had  four  children  with  his  first  wife, 
Danette  Kelly.  A  native  of  Lewistown,  he  graduated  from  Butte  High 
School  in  1941  and  enrolled  at  UM  before  joining  the  U.S.  Army  Air 
Corps  in  1942.  He  served  as  a  flight  navigator  in  a  bomber  squadron 
based  in  Italy,  and  was  awarded  a  Distinguished  Service  Cross  and 
Air  Medal.  After  graduating  from  UM,  he  worked  for  the  Montana 
Standard,  first  as  a  reporter  and  later  as  an  advertising  salesman,  and 
purchased  KBOW  radio  in  1962  and  KOPR  radio  in  1964.  He  was  a 
member  and  past  president  of  the  Montana  Broadcasters  Association 
and  a  member  of  the  CBS  Radio  Affiliates  Board,  the  Associated  Press 
Broadcasters  Board  and  the  National  Broadcast  Engineering  and  Stan¬ 
dards  Board.  He  scooped  the  national  and  international  media  in  1974 
when  he  had  the  exclusive  live  broadcast  of  Evel  Knievel’s  attempt  to 
jump  the  Snake  River  Canyon  in  Idaho.  He  was  involved  in  myriad 
civic  organizations,  served  on  the  Montana  Power  and  Entech  board 
of  directors  from  1982  to  1995  and  was  a  past  board  member  of  The 
University  of  Montana  Foundation.  He  was  named  a  Distinguished 
Alumnus  of  The  University  of  Montana  in  1996. 

The  family  and  friends  of  long-time  Poison  resident  Marie 
Dowdall.  She  died  Dec.  29  in  Cainsville,  MO,  at  the  age  of  84.  Marie 
was  the  wife  of  the  late  John  Dowdall,  a  Poison  banker  and  civic 
leader,  and  was  a  co-founder  of  the  Port  Poison  Players.  She  was  bom 
in  La  Porte  City,  IA,  and  attended  the  University  of  Iowa  and  Fresno 
City  College,  ultimately  becoming  a  nurse.  She  met  her  first  husband, 
Michael  Dowdall,  during  World  War  II  in  Iowa  City.  They  had  seven 
children  together  in  California,  before  he  died  in  1967  at  the  age  of  45. 
Marie  married  John  Dowdall,  Michael's  brother,  in  1973  and  relocated 
from  Fresno  to  Poison,  where  John  founded  First  Citizens  Bank  of  Poi¬ 
son.  John  and  Marie  were  partners  in  founding  the  Port  Poison  Players, 
along  with  Larry  and  Pat  Barsness,  in  1975.  and  the  Players'  theatre 
is  named  in  honor  of  John  Dowdall.  Marie  also  supported  John  in  his 
many  civic  endeavors.  She  studied  painting  and  music,  and  played  the 
piano  as  well  as  an  antique  accordion. 


Congrats  to 
the  Orpheum 
Theatre 

The  historic  theatre  in 
Conrad  now  sports  a 
handsome  new  mar¬ 
quee,  designed  to 
replicate  the  sign  which 
adorned  the  Orpheum 
from  1935-1975,  re¬ 
plete  with  a  message 
board,  16  illuminated 
stars  beneath  the 
overhang  and  old-style 
lampposts. 


Cyndy  Andrus 
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Hospital 
offers  art  for 
health's  sake 

The  five-story  Pa¬ 
vilion  at  Paoli  Hos¬ 
pital  in  Philadelphia 
features  a  grandly  lit 
atrium  that  invites 
families  and  visitors 
with  a  warm  atmo¬ 
sphere  and  huge 
chiffon  mobiles. 

Art  consultant 
Lindsey  Felch  led  the 
process  of  installing 
the  sculptures  that 
circulate  in  the  atri¬ 
um's  vaulted  ceilings. 
Each  chiffon  fabric 
piece  displays  archival 
ink  photographs  of 
organic  scenes  from 
nature. 

Felch  also  helped 
select  an  expansive 
collection  of  photo¬ 
graphs  and  paintings 
throughout  the  build¬ 
ing,  all  with  patients, 
families  and  visitors  in 
mind. 

This  article,  which 
appeared  in  the 
Philadelphia  Inquirer 
(jan.  3,  2010),  takes 
a  look  at  how  at¬ 
tention  to  the  art  in 
this  hospital  came 
about  and  how  art  is 
becoming  an  integral 
part  of  the  design  of 
new  medical  facilities 
in  Philadelphia  and 
beyond. 

Read  the  com¬ 
plete  story  at  www. 
philly.com/philly/ 
health_and_science/ 
80521612.html. 


Steve  Stefely 


By  Cindy  Kittredge 
Folk  Arts  and  Market 
Development  Specialist 

Whether  it’s  traditionally  hand-braided 
rawhide  hobbles  or  a  realistic  hand-woven 
tapestry  inspired  by  the  Montana  landscape, 
the  work  created  by  the  most  recently  en¬ 
dorsed  Montana  Circle  of  American  Masters 
reflects  its  Montana  connections  and  helps  to 
deepen  an  awareness  of  what  it  means  to  be 
Montanan. 

In  January,  the  Montana  Arts  Council 
added  to  its  distinguished  roll  of  the  Mon¬ 
tana  Circle  of  American  Masters  (MCAM) 
in  the  Visual  Folk  and  Traditional  Arts  by 
endorsing  a  Salish  basketweaver,  a  Blackfeet 
quill  worker,  a  tapestry  weaver,  a  traditional 
blacksmith,  a  traditional  leather  worker  and  a 
rawhide  braider.  These  six  artists  will  join  the 
roll  call  of  other  Montana  folk  and  traditional 
artists  whom  the  program  has  honored  at  their 
formal  induction  ceremony  from  4-5  p.m.  on 
Friday,  Feb.  26,  in  the  Old  Supreme  Court 
Chambers  in  the  State  Capitol  in  Helena. 

A  reception  in  the  Rotunda  will  follow  the 
ceremony. 

Eva  Boyd,  basket  weaver 

Eva  Boyd,  a  Salish 
basket  weaver  from 
Ronan,  has  almost 
single-handedly  brought 
back  the  nearly  lost  art 
of  Salish-style  basket 
weaving  on  the  Flathead 
reservation  in  the  past 
few  years.  As  a  child, 
she  stayed  in  the  Camas 
Prairie  area  with  her 
grandmother  who  taught 
her  how  to  make  split 
cedar-root  baskets  and 
“sally  bags,”  or  bitter- 
root  baskets,  made  from 
string  or  twine.  Eva  Boyd 

As  an  adult,  Boyd 

realized  the  importance  of  carrying  on  this 
knowledge  of  making  the  baskets  that  were 
once  indispensable  in  the  daily  life  of  her 
people.  An  adult  relative  from  Washington 
helped  her  to  remember  what  she  knew  about 
making  baskets,  and  soon  she  was  attending 
the  Northwest  Indian  Basketweavers’  gather¬ 
ings,  learning  from  other  basket  makers  and 
becoming  an  important  teacher  to  her  own 
people. 

Boyd  has  received  a  Montana  Arts  Council 
Folk  and  Traditional  Arts  Apprenticeship 
Award  to  teach  her  knowledge  and  skills  to 
several  young  apprentices.  When  the  Kellogg 
Foundation  picked  Salish  Kootenai  College  as 
one  of  six  sites  in  the  nation  to  be  part  of  an 
initiative  to  help  the  young  become  empow¬ 
ered  as  leaders,  she  was  among  the  elders 
invited  to  teach  history  and  offer  cultural 
demonstrations. 

Boyd  helped  instruct  educators  at  the  Big 
Sky  Culture  Camp  at  Blue  Bay  near  Poison. 

The  main  goal  of  this  camp  was  to  raise  the 
science  scores  of  American  Indian  Students 
and  help  teachers  incorporate  Native  teach¬ 
ings  into  their  science  curriculum. 

In  2008,  she  was  invited  to  demonstrate 
her  art  form  for  two  days  during  the  National 
Folk  Festival  in  Butte,  and  she  currently 
teaches  basket  weaving  at  Salish  Kootenai 
Community  College. 

Leonda  Fast  Buffalo 
Horse,  quill  worker 

Leonda  Fast  Buffalo 
Horse,  Blackfeet  quill  worker, 
was  born  in  Browning  where 
she  lives  and  is  an  enrolled 
member  of  the  Blackfeet 
Nation.  In  1989,  she  learned 
to  quill  from  a  fellow  tribal 
member  and  was  given  the 
traditional  Blackfeet  rites  in 
a  ceremony  from  Molly  and 
George  Kicking  Woman.  Her 
hands  and  quills  were  blessed 


Randal  Mundt 


Leonda  Fast  Buffalo  Horse 


in  this  ceremony,  which 
recognizes  the  person 
as  a  keeper  of  tradition. 

Using  traditional 
quill-working  tech¬ 
niques,  Fast  Buffalo 
Horse  combines  this 
traditional  art  With 
contemporary  materi¬ 
als,  including  stained 
glass  and  sterling  silver. 

A  full-time  artist  since 
1993,  her  work  has 
been  sold  internation¬ 
ally,  and  her  quillwork 
is  sought  after  by  collectors.  In  2006,  her 
quillwork  was  purchased  by  Sinte  Gleska 
University  in  South  Dakota  for  use  on  the 
Northern  Plains  Indian  Art  Market  Poster. 

In  2005,  Fast  Buffalo  Horse  received  a 
fellowship  from  the  First  Peoples  Fund  and 
went  through  their  Business  of  Art  Training 
Program,  receiving  a  working  capitol  grant 
to  help  her  business.  She  regularly  demon¬ 
strates  porcupine  quillwork  at  the  Museum  of 
the  Plains  Indian,  explaining  the  techniques, 
materials,  processes  and  history  to  museum 
visitors. 

In  2008,  she  was  invited  to 
demonstrate  at  the  National  Folk 
Festival  in  Butte,  and  she  has 
taught  basic  quill  working  at  the 
Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts 
in  Santa  Fe,  NM,  in  addition  to 
serving  as  an  artist  in  residence  at 
Browning  public  schools. 

Laurie  Gano,  tapestry 
weaver 

Laurie  Gano,  a  tapestry 
weaver  from  Melville,  MT,  grew 
up  in  Texas,  where  she  had  many 
opportunities  to  develop  her 
interest  in  art  as  a  child.  She  and 
her  husband  traveled  to  Mexico, 
where  she  became  involved  in 
the  world  of  weaving. 

Wanting  to  leam  traditional  weaving,  she 
persuaded  a  re¬ 
luctant  Mexican 
master  weaver, 

Porfirio  Lopez, 
to  teach  her.  At 
that  time,  Mexi¬ 
can  weavers 
were  exclusively 
male,  and  so 
Gano  was  not 
expected  to 
master  this  tech¬ 
nique. 

Following  her 
apprenticeship,  Laurie  Gano 

Gano  worked 

for  two  years  as  a  production  weaver  in  New 
Mexico  in  the  tapestry-trade  business.  That 
job  taught  her  how  to  weave  quickly.  She 
has  continued  in  tapestry  weaving  for  over 
35  years,  teaching  herself  to  create  realistic 
landscapes. 

Her  environment  has  had  a  tremendous 
influence  on  her  art.  The  landscape  where 
she  and  her  husband  have  lived  and  ranched 
for  over  25  years  is  uniquely  suited  to  her 
technique,  and  ranching  life  is  conducive 
to  the  solitary  pursuit  of  weaving.  She  uses 
landscape  as  a  design  source 
almost  exclusively. 

A  nationally  recognized 
weaving  workshop  leader, 

Gano  welcomes  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  pass  on  her  approach 
to  tapestry  and  has  presented 
workshops  at  the  Arizona 
Federation  of  Weavers  and 
Spinners,  at  Weavers  Guild 
events  in  Great  Falls,  and  in 
several  Wyoming  towns. 

Her  work  is  known 
throughout  the  nation,  and 
has  been  displayed  in  solo 
and  group  shows  at  numerous 


galleries.  Her  largest  piece 
is  a  5-by-40-foot  tapestry 
of  a  prehistoric  scene  of 
the  Billings  Rims,  which 
hangs  in  the  First  Inter¬ 
state  Bank  in  Billings. 
Other  large  tapestries  are 
displayed  in  San  Diego 
and  in  Minneapolis.  She 
has  also  woven  over  25 
ranch  portrait  tapestries 
for  neighbors  and  friends. 

Randal  Mundt, 
blacksmith 

Randal  Mundt,  a  traditional  blacksmith, 
has  spent  most  of  his  life  working  as  a  third- 
generation  cattle  rancher  on  the  family  ranch 
outside  Belt.  Since  the  time  he  can  remember, 
Mundt  has  always  worked  with  iron.  He  was 
taught  welding  by  his  father,  and  he  uses  his 
grandfather’s  anvil  and  forging  tools. 

In  his  early  20s,  he  started  making  knives, 
bits  and  spurs.  He  always  liked  ornamental 
iron,  but  thought  that  with  practice,  he  could 
do  better  than  what  he  saw  in  the  market.  He 
started  studying  pictures  of  the  works  of  mas¬ 
ter  blacksmiths  and  then  began  experimenting 
with  the  metal. 

Mundt  began  supplementing  his  ranch 
income  by  producing  ornamental  iron  railings, 
fireplace  screens,  etc.,  getting  more  and  more 
detailed  with  each  new  project.  After  a  few 
years,  blacksmithing  was  no  longer  a  supple¬ 
ment  but  another  business. 

His  blacksmithing  business,  Tiger  Butte 
Blacksmith  Shop,  now  has  customers  on  wait¬ 
ing  lists  to  get  railings,  fireplace  screens,  and 
other  ornamental  iron  pieces. 

Mundt  is  eager  to  share  his  knowledge  of 
blacksmithing  by  holding  hammer-ins  and 
participating  in  organized  blacksmithing 
associations.  He  also  takes  the  time  to  show 
anyone  interested  in  blacksmithing  what  he 
knows,  and  he  really  enjoys  working  with 
his  customers  as  a  design  emerges.  He  sees 
this  kind  of  exchange  as  a  way  to  teach  the 
customer  about  the  craft.  He  was  invited  and 
accepted  the  invitation  to 
demonstrate  at  the  2009 
National  Folk  Festival. 

Steve  Stefely,  leather 
worker 

Steve  Stefely,  a  tradi¬ 
tional  leather  worker  from 
Helena,  was  raised  in  the 
farm  country  of  northern 
Illinois.  From  early  on, 
he  began  to  craft  items  of 
leather  and  fur  scraps  given 
to  him  by  his  parents,  his 
uncle  and  his  grandmother. 

On  graduation  from 

high  school,  he  was  employed  by  one  of  the 
Midwest’s  largest  saddle  shops,  where  he 
apprenticed  in  the  saddlery  trade  under  a  Ger¬ 
man  master  craftsman.  He  spent  seven  years 
in  training  and  years  more  in  the  service  of 
the  shop.  Years  later  a  number  of  intercon¬ 
nected  circumstances  brought  him  to  Montana 
where  he  worked  on  ranches  and  plied  his 
trade  for  over  25  years. 

Although  never  simply  func¬ 
tional,  the  items  Stefely  produces 
are  a  reflection  of  the  uses  to  which 
they  are  put.  They  possess  a  quality 
and  aesthetic  that  reaches  beyond 
simply  utility.  The  work  ethic  and 
sense  of  pride  instilled  in  him  by 
his  parents,  immigrant  grandparents 
and  his  German  mentor  all  help 
form  each  piece  he  creates.  Saddle 
shops  throughout  the  state  have  sent 
saddles  and  other  items  to  him  to 
build  or  repair. 

Stefely  has  conducted  a  number 
of  workshops  at  the  Montana  Horse 
Sanctuary  on  how  to  properly  fit 
saddles,  helping  horse  owners  better 

Continued  on  page  9 
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Poets  & 

Writers 

Online 

Poets  &  Writers 
Online  (www.pw.org) 
is  an  extensive 
website,  sponsored 
by  Poets  &  Writers 
Magazine,  that  offers 
a  variety  of  resources 
to  writers,  including 
a  free  online  newslet¬ 
ter;  and  links  to  liter¬ 
ary  magazines,  small 
presses,  and  grants 
and  awards. 

Register  for 
"Speakeasy"  and  join 
conversations  about 
agents,  MFA  pro¬ 
grams,  novel  writing, 
poetry  and  much 
more.  Many  of  the 
listings  from  one  of 
P&W's  most  popular 
books,  A  Directory 
of  American  Poets  & 
Fiction  Writers,  are 
also  available  with 
search  capabilities. 
Locate  poets  and  fic¬ 
tion  writers;  use  the 
search  engine  to  list 
writers  by  agent  or 
publisher;  or  discover 
where  other  writers 
have  been  published. 
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About  Books 


How  To  Build  A  Dinosaur  Extinction 

Doesn't  Have  to  Be  Forever 
By  Jack  Horner  and  James  Gorman 
Published  in  2009  by  Penguin  Group,  New 

York,  NY 

$25.95  hardcover 

Jack  Homer’s  fascination  with  dinosaurs  has 
led  him  on  some  remarkable  journeys  and  he  has 
been  a  participant  in  major  advances  in  research 
on  creatures  of  the  ancient  world. 

Can  we  or  should  we  build  a  dinosaur?  Or 
are  we  interfering  with  nature  in  a  way  that  we’ll 
regret?  Some  people  definitely  think  so. 

But  there  is  the  temptation  to  advance  the  sci¬ 
ence,  not  only  to  reconstruct  a  prehistoric  creature, 
but  to  apply  findings  to  modem-day  medical  science  in  the  field  of  genetics. 

The  book  explores  the  new  field  of  ’’evo-devo,”  short  for  “evolutionary 
developmental  biology,  and  one  of  the  hottest  fields  in  science.  Horner  and 
Gorman  take  us  inside  the  world  of  laboratory  research  to  explain  what  current 
technology  is  revealing  -  that  the  common  chicken  could  be  bio-chemically 
nudged  to  create  a  “Chickenosaurus,”  without  resorting  to  the  use  of  ancient 
DNA. 

Homer  gives  credirto  several  scientists  and  colleagues  working  in  the 
paleontology  field,  particularly  Mary  Schweitzer,  who,  along  with  her  lab  as¬ 
sistant,  made  a  groundbreaking  and  controversial  discovery. 

The  language  is  technical,  without  being  too  daunting  for  most  “citizen 
scientists,’’  and  studded  with  quotes  and  first-person  anecdotes. 

If  you  are  concerned  about  a  real-life  Jurassic  Park  scenario,  fear  not!  As 
the  author  states  in  his  introduction,  “When  we  get  to  the  point  of  hatching  a 
dinosaur,  it  will  be  a  decision  that  involves  society  as  a  whole,  not  just  a  few 
scientists  in  a  laboratory.” 

Homer  is  Regent's  Professor  of  Paleontology  at  Montana  State  University 
and  curator  of  paleontology  at  the  Museum  of  the  Rockies  in  Bozeman.  He  is 
also  a  recipient  of  a  MacArthur  Genius  Award,  author  of  several  books,  and 
was  a  consultant  for  the  making  of  the  Jurassic  Park  movies. 

Gorman,  who  lives  in  New  York  City,  is  deputy  science  editor  of  The  New 
York  Times  and  editor  of  its  Science  Times  section. 


Bear  Creek  Valley 

By  Jeff  McNeish  and  the  Carbon  County 

Historical  Society 

Published  December  2009  by  Arcadia 

Publishing,  Mount  Pleasant,  SC 
$21.99  softcover 

Local  historian  and  author  Jeff  McNeish, 
who  wrote  The  Smith  Mine  Disaster  Chronicles, 
teamed  up  with  the  Carbon  County  Historical 
Society  to  create  this  pictorial  tribute  to  Bear 
Creek  Valley. 

By  the  turn  of  the  last  century,  the  once- 
thriving  “coal  basket”  of  Montana,  located  near 
Red  Lodge,  was  home  to  two  towns,  dozens  of 
mines  and  all  the  accoutrements  of  civilization,  including  schools,  banks, 
grocery  stores,  hotels,  hospitals  and  even  the  Happy  Hour  Theater,  which  once 
screened  silent  movies. 

With  historic  photographs  and  cutlines,  this  installment  in  Arcadia 
Publishing’s  “Images  of  America”  series  tells  the  story  of  the  valley,  from  the 
discovery  of  coal  in  1866,  through  its  bustling  growth  as  a  hotbed  of  coal  min¬ 
ing,  through  the  Smith  Mine  disaster  in  1943,  which  killed  74  of  the  77  miners 
who  were  working  underground  at  the  time,  as  well  as  one  of  the  rescuers. 

For  history  buffs,  the  book’s  200  vintage  images  offer  an  intriguing  snap¬ 
shot  of  the  boom-and-bust  economies  that  built  and  then  deserted  so  many, 
young  Montana  communities.  Fortunately,  locals  are  now  working  to  preserve 
what  remains  of  this  slice  of  history  -  a  process  this  book  will  surely  augment. 

-  Kristi  Niemeyer 


In  Trace  of  TR  A  Montana  Hunter's 

Journey 

By  Dan  Aadland 

Published  2010  by  University  of  Nebraska 

Press,  Lincoln,  NE 
$29.95  hardcover 

As  a  rancher,  hunter,  historian  and  teacher, 

Dan  Aadland  has  always  felt  a  kinship  with  our 
former  president,  Theodore  “Teddy”  Roosevelt. 

It’s  not  so  much  an  affinity  with  Roosevelt's  po¬ 
litical  life,  but  more  of  a  connection  with  the  man 
who  lived  the  life  of  a  Rough  Rider  soldier,  hunter 
of  wild  game,  explorer  of  the  West,  and  staunch 
supporter  of  the  conservation  of  our  natural  world. 

The  author  invites  readers  to  ride  with  him  and  trace  some  of  TR’s  hunting 
forays  for  buffalo,  pronghorns,  deer,  elk  and  more.  He  also  visits  hunting 
camps  that  he  imagines  TR  would  have  liked  to  visit. 

Aadland  is  adept  at  vividly  describing  his  surroundings,  acquainting  us 
with  the  landscape,  flora  and  fauna  of  each  trip.  Often  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  Emily,  Aadland  introduces  their  favorite  steeds  and  reminisces  about 
days  on  the  trail  with  their  young  sons,  teaching  them  wilderness  survival  and 
hunting  skills. 

There  is  humor  and  adventure  aplenty  here  that  even  a  non-hunter  can 
enjoy  and  appreciate. 

Aadland  is  retired  from  teaching  and  lives  in  Absarokee;  he  has  also  written 
Sketches  from  the  Ranch:  A  Montana  Memoir  and  The  Best  of  All  Seasons: 
Fifty  Years  as  a  Montana  Hunter. 

-  Judy  Shafter 


-  Judy  Shafter 


Faces  in  the  Fire  Where  Lives  Collide 
By  T.L.  Hines 

Published  in  2009  by  Thomas  Nelson, 

Nashville,  TN 
$14.99  softcover 

Billings  author  T.L.  Hines  is  noted  for  his  “noir 
bizarre"  fiction,  and  his  newest  work  remains  true 
to  the  genre. 

Four  main  characters  with  seemingly  unrelated 
lives  cross  paths.  But  as  each  of  these  lost  souls’ 
stories  comes  to  light,  a  common  thread  woven 
through  their  existences  is  revealed. 

Kurt,  a  long-haul  truck  driver,  speaks  to  dead 
people’s  clothing,  while  Corinne  makes  her  living 
as  a  ruthless  computer  hacker.  Runaway  wife 
Grace  is  a  drug-addicted  tattoo  artist,  and  Stan  is  a  professional  hit  man  with 
an  unnatural  gift  for  killing. 

Can  there  be  redemptive  qualities  in  any  of  them?  The  same  symbols  and 
images  appear,  but  with  different  meanings  in  each  of  their  lives,  shifting  and 
changing  like  tendrils  of  smoke  for  these  "faces  in  the  fire.” 

Hines  received  Library  Journal’s  25  Best  Genre  Fiction  Books  of  the  Year 
award  for  Waking  Lazarus. 

-  Judy  Shafter 


The  U.S.  Army  in  Frontier 
Montana 

By  Ronald  V.  Rockwell 
Published  November  2009  by  the  author 

and  produced  by  Sweetgrass  Books, 

Helena,  MT 
$29.95  softcover 

Virginia  City  resident  Ronald  V.  Rockwell 
offers  a  detailed  and  carefully  researched  explora¬ 
tion  of  the  state’s  military  history,  from  the  arrival 
of  Lewis  and  Clark  in  1805  through  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  major  army  campaigns  against  Native 
Americans  in  Montana  Territory  by  1883. 

The  author  uses  personal  accounts,  published 
reports,  letters,  telegrams,  and  military  reports  filed  at  the  National  Archives  in 
Washington,  DC.  to  tell  tales  of  war  from  both  sides  of  the  struggle. 

This  well-sourced  book  covers  a  broad  swath  of  Montana  history,  including 
early  explorations  and  surveys;  efforts  to  secure  the  Bozeman  Trail;  and  the 
establishment  of  frontier  forts. 

Descriptions  of  wars  waged  against  the  Piegan,  Sioux-Northern  Cheyenne, 
and  Nez  Perce  campaigns  are  also  featured,  as  well  as  information  on  the  Fur 
Trade  Era. 

Rockwell  was  raised  on  a  farm  near  Fort  Shaw,  and  worked  as  a  smoke- 
jumper,  teacher  and  a  special  agent  with  the  Drug  Enforcement  Administration 
before  retiring  to  Virginia  City. 

Alpha  Birds  A  Child's  First  Bird  Book 
By  Kane  Foster,  illustrated  by  Gerry 

Kuehner 

Published  2009  by  Driftwillow  Press  of 

Great  Falls,  MT 
$12.99  softcover 

From  auk  to  zebra  finch,  a  Montana  author 
and  illustrator  have  collaborated  on  this  A-Z  bird 
book. 

Each  two-page  spread  features  a  colorful  illus¬ 
tration  of  a  bird,  followed  by  a  short  rhyme  (Have 
you  ever  watched  robins  building  a  nest?  They  do 
it  so  quickly,  they  don’t  seem  to  rest),  and  a  brief 
paragraph  of  fun,  factual  information. 

While  most  of  the  species  will  be  familiar  to 
young  Montanans,  a  few  are  more  exotic,  including  flamingos,  penguins  and 
kiwis.  “With  his  super-punk  hairdo,"  the  black  umbrella  bird  that  inhabits 
Amazon  rainforests,  “is  a  feathered  rock  star.” 

With  the  bright,  cheerful  illustrations  and  lively  text,  this  little  book  offers 
a  great  way  to  encourage  young  readers  to  pay  attention  to  the  avian  world. 
Learn  more  at  www.driftwillowpress.com. 

-  Kristi  Niemeyer 


When  I  Came  West 
By  Laurie  Wagner  Buyer 
Published  2010  by  University  of  Oklahoma 

Press,  Norman,  OK 
$14.95  softcover 

In  the  early  1970s,  Laurie  Wagner,  then  20 
years  old,  found  herself  overwhelmed  and  unful¬ 
filled  with  college  fife  in  Chicago.  Longing  for  a 
different  sort  of  experience,  she  headed  west  to 
meet  a  man  she  only  knew  through  a  few  letters. 

Her  memoir  chronicles  that  experience,  which 
took  her  to  a  small  cabin  on  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Flathead  River,  which  she  shared  with  a  reclusive 
Vietnam  veteran. 

The  idea  of  living  off  the  land  seemed  like  a 
romantic  notion,  but  the  harsh  realities  came  to  light  almost  immediately  for 
Wagner.  No  modem  comforts,  no  close  neighbors,  and  only  intermittent  accep¬ 
tance  and  kindness  from  her  partner  made  life  difficult,  physically,  mentally 
and  socially. 

She  found  solace  only  in  her  deepening  appreciation  for  the  land,  which 
bound  her  to  her  chosen  life  and  all  its  hard  realities.  “In  the  end  the  land  has 
been,  and  continues  to  be,  my  best  friend,  my  favorite  teacher  and  my  most 
passionate  lover,”  she  writes. 

The  author,  who  now  lives  in  Texas,  has  published  numerous  magazine  ar¬ 
ticles  and  several  books,  including  Spring’s  Edge:  A  Ranch  Wife's  Chronicles. 

-  Judy  Shafter 
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The  Wild  Marsh 

Four  Seasons  at  Home  in  Montana 
By  Rick  Bass 

Published  2009  by  Houghton  Mifflin 

Harcourt,  New  York,  NY 
$26  hardcover 

Rick  Bass  takes  a  seat  next  to  Henry  David 
Thoreau  in  his  new  book,  which  eloquently 
chronicles  the  shifting  seasons  in  his  beloved  Yaak 
Valley. 

Reading  this,  as  winter  trudges  on  in  western 
Montana,  it’s  easy  to  relate  to  “the  Slog-o-Matic 
season,  the  long  brown  night  of  the  soul,"  as  Bass 
describes  February,  March  and  April.  And  to  feel 
hopeful,  when  in  February,  Bass  notes  “the  birth  of 
bare  earth,”  the  arrival  of  woodpeckers,  the  ruby-crowned  kinglet  (which  made 
me  lunge  for  my  bird  book)  and  courting  owls. 

By  April,  his  world  is  easing  back  “into  a  world  of  color ...  the  trembling 
that  precedes  the  green  leap  of  spring.” 

Bass,  who  dedicates  this  book  to  his  two  daughters,  writes,  “the  transfer  of 
intimate  and  place-based  knowledge,  the  knowledge  of  home,  is  a  kind  of  love, 
and  rarer  and  more  valuable  now  certainly  than  silver  or  gold." 

The  author  started  The  Wild  Marsh  in  2000.  A  wild  landscape,  he  believes, 
“will  elicit  from  the  humans  who  inhabit  it  a  certain  wildness,  a  certain  dyna¬ 
mism  of  spirit  that,  though  ragged,  strives  for  an  eventual  elegance  of  fit.” 

This  book  arrives  at  that  “elegance  of  fit”  through  its  intimate  rendering  of 
a  living  landscape.  “This  walk  through  a  year  is  a  walk  through  the  author’s 
soul,”  writes  Library  Journal,  “filled  with  passions,  dreams,  fears  and  the 
exuberance  of  Walt  Whitman.” 

Bass  has  written  two-dozen  books  of  fiction  and  nonfiction.  His  most  recent, 
Why  I  Came  West,  was  a  finalist  for  the  National  Book  Critics  Circle  Award. 

-  Kristi  Niyueyer 

Stones  into  Schools  Promoting  Peace 

with  Books,  Not  Bombs,  in  Afghanistan  and 

Pakistan 

By  Greg  Mortenson 

Published  2009  by  Viking,  New  York,  NY 
$26.95  hardcover 

Greg  Mortenson's  first  book,  Three  Cups  of 
Tea,  which  chronicles  how  the  Bozeman  climber 
failed  to  ascend  K2,  but  managed  to  build  a  school 
for  the  villagers  who  rescued  him,  was  a  national 
bestseller.  He  describes  it  as  "the  chronicle  of  an 
ordinary  man  who  inadvertently  bumbled  into  an 
extraordinary  place.” 

The  book’s  success  and  Mortenson’s  own 
unyielding  efforts  have  helped  the  Bozeman- 
based  Central  Asia  Institute  establish  131  schools  that  serve  more  than  58,000 
students,  most  of  them  girls. 

His  labors  earned  Mortenson  a  nomination  for  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  in 
2009  by  a  bipartisan  group  of  Congressional  representatives,  and  Pakistan’s 
highest  civil  award,  Sitara-e-Pakistan  (Star  of  Pakistan),  for  promoting  educa¬ 
tion  and  literacy  in  that  country's  most  remote  areas  for  the  past  15  years.  His 
odyssey  was  also  named  the  Top  Adventure  Story  of  the  Decade  by  Outside 
magazine. 

Mortenson’s  new  book,  Stones  into  Schools,  paves  an  arduous  but  luminous 
path  through  Pakistan  and  Afghanistan  -  the  fronts  of  our  “War  on  Terror” 

-  as  the  author  and  his  devoted  crew  of  misfits  patiently  lay  the  foundation  for 
schools  in  communities  that  often  lack  the  most  basic  amenities. 

Stones  into  Schools  is  an  engrossing  read  on  many  levels.  First,  it’s  an  aston¬ 
ishing  adventure,  as  Mortenson  and  his  “Dirty  Dozen”  eventually  build  a  school 
in  the  most  remote  comer  of  central  Asia,  for  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the 
Kirghiz  -  the  school  he  calls  “the  flower  in  the  farthest  comer  of  the  garden.” 

It  also  offers  insight  into  people  we  too  often  regard  as  “enemy,”  and  serves 
as  a  primer  on  how  to  promote  peace  “with  books  not  bombs”  in  an  area 
plagued  by  armed  conflict  and  religious  extremism. 

Learn  more  about  the  Central  Asia  Institute  at  www.ikat.org. 

■  -  Kristi  Niemeyer 
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Double  Take  a  Memoir 
By  Kevin  Michael  Connolly 
Published  October  2009  by  HarperStudio, 

New  York,  NY 
$24.99  hardcover 

From  the  startling  black  and  white  images 
of  people  around  the  world  gawking  at  a  legless 
skateboarder  to  Kevin  Connolly’s  smart,  funny 
and  fiercely  honest  narrative,  Double  Take  reads 
like  a  downhill  skateboard  ride:  fast  and  utterly 
engrossing. 

It  begins  with  Connolly’s  birth  in  1985  at 
a  Helena  hospital,  minus  legs.  “You  were  an 
exclamation  point  on  a  really  tough  couple  of 
years,”  his  mom  tells  him  later.  So  starts  a  story 
of  courage,  creativity  and  adaptation  -  Connolly’s  own  and  that  of  his  devoted 
and  often-ingenious  parents. 

His  father,  inspired  by  the  television  series  "MacGyver,”  rigs  up  an  array  of 
devices  to  help  his  son  maneuver  through  life,  and  after  a  disastrous  wrestling 
season,  encourages  his  son  to  take  up  skiing.  Connolly  eventually  excels  at 
downhill  racing  on  a  monoski,  taking  second  place  in  the  2006  X  Games. 

He  began  clicking  photographs  of  people  looking  at  him  while  visiting 
Vienna.  Initially,  he  says,  it  was  therapeutic,  “a  way  in  which  I  could  vent  my 
frustration  about  all  the  reactions  I’d  been  subjected  to  while  on  the  skate¬ 
board.” 

But  as  a  photography  and  film-production  student  at  Montana  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  he  decided  to  return  to  his  travels  with  a  better  camera  and  to  focus 
more  on  the  quality  of  his  images.  The  result  was  more  than  30,000  photo¬ 
graphs  taken  in  17  countries,  and  edited  into  “The  Rolling  Exhibition,”  which 
has  been  featured  at  galleries  and  museums  around  the  world,  including  the 
Smithsonian. 

These  riveting  images,  which  open  each  chapter  of  his  memoir,  say 
volumes  about  our  discomfort  with  disability  and  difference.  Reactions  (the 
perspective  is  always  of  people  looking  down  at  Connolly  as  he  skates  past) 
range  from  curiosity  and  pity  to  wonder  and  outright  shock. 

Publishers  Weekly  sums  up  the  memoir  this  way,  in  a  starred  review:  “The 
images  are  beautiful,  revealing  and  stimulating  -  just  like  his  narrative.” 

For  more  information,  visit  www.kevinmichaelconnolly.com  or  www. 
therollingexhibition.com. 

-  Kristi  Niemeyer 

The  Raven's  Gift  A  Scientist,  a  Shaman, 

and  Their  Remarkable  Journey  Through 

the  Siberian  Wilderness 
By  (on  Turk 

Published  January  2010  by  St.  Martin's 

Press,  New  York,  NY 
$27.99  hardcover 

Although  he’s  written  two  previous  books 
about  remarkable  adventures  in  the  Earth's  most 
remote  environs,' Jon  Turk  steps  off  the  map  in 
The  Raven's  Gift,  and  travels  an  ancient,  mystic 
terrain. 

Western  thought  and  magic  collide  when 
the  chemist,  science  writer  and  adventurer  finds 
himself  standing  naked  on  one  leg,  preparing  for  a 
healing  from  a  wizened  Siberian  shaman,  Moolynaut. 

Throughout  this  fascinating  journey,  Turk  is  both  observer  and  whole¬ 
hearted  participant  as  he  treks  across  the  Siberian  tundra  on  skis,  looking  for 
reindeer  herders;  chronicles  the  life  of  Moolynaut,  the  shaman  who  saw  the 
Koryak,  her  nomadic  tribe  of  reindeer  herders,  lose  their  traditions  and  liveli¬ 
hood  under  Soviet  rule;  and  visits  the  Koryak’s  Holy  Stone. 

.  But  when  Moolynaut,  communing  with  the  spirit  of  Kutcha,  the  Black 
Raven,  seems  to  heal  his  severely  damaged  pelvis,  science  slides  into  the  back 
seat.  And,  after  losing  his  beloved  wife  in  an  avalanche,  Turk  returns  once 
again  to  Moolynaut  for  healing  of  a  wound  that  cuts  far  deeper  than  flesh. 

Along  the  way,  he  concludes  “that  magic  is  reciprocal  and  interactive  . . . 
Moolynaut  taught  me  to  live  inside  a  myth,  my  own  personal  tapestry  of  Real 
World  and  Dream  World,  connected  by  magic  that  hovered  on  black  out¬ 
stretched  wings.” 

Turk,  who  is  also  the  author  of  In  the  Wake  of  the  Jomon  and  Cold  Oceans, 
resides  in  the  Bitterroot  Valley. 

-  Kristi  Niemeyer 
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Ryan's  Reform 

A  Laughing  Look  at  Enlightenment, 

Alliteration,  and  if  read  aloud,  Elocution 
Written  and  illustrated  by  Tana  Patterson 
Each  copy  published  and  handcrafted  by 
the  author  in  Billings,  MT 
$40  hardcover 

Billings  potter  and  painter  Tana  Patterson 
turns  her  talents  to  a  children’s  story  in  a  delight¬ 
ful  handcrafted  book  about  a  cat  who  thinks  he’s 
a  rambunctious  dog  and  the  cheerful  Sisters  of 
Charity  who  endeavor  to  reform  him. 

First,  they  try  to  interest  Ryan  in  all  sorts  of 
feline  behavior:  napping  in  the  sun,  chasing  mice  and  climbing  trees.  When 
those  efforts  fail,  the  nuns  have  a  prayer-induced  epiphany:  “Who  cared  who 
was  a  cat  and  who  was  a  dog?  Certainly  the  Creator  cared  not  who  was  what . . . 
Ryan  needed  not  to  be  canine  or  feline.  He  needed  to  be  nice.” 

With  various  methods  of  behavioral  modification,  the  nuns  begin  to  teach 
Ryan  (who  was  “mellow  most  of  the  time  but  maliciously  mean  while  play¬ 
ing”)  some  manners.  The  illustrations  are  bright  and  winsome,  and  the  story 
itself  is  filled  with  tongue-twisting  alliteration  that’s  sure  to  keep  youngsters 
engaged  while  building  their  vocabulary  (there’s  even  a  glossary  in  the  back). 

Patterson,  who  is  a  fifth-generation  Montanan,  says  she  makes  the  book 
by  hand  “in  typical  Montana  fashion.  I  do  it  myself  if  I  can’t  afford  to  hire  it 
done."  Each  copy  is  handmade  and  numbered,  and  available  by  calling  the 
author  at  406-245-1037. 


How  a  Young  Brave  Survived 

By  Adeline  Mathias;  illustrated  by  Francis 

Auld  and  Debbie  Joseph 
Published  2009  by  Salish  Kootenai  College 

Press,  Lincoln,  NB 
$5.95  softcover 

Adeline  Mathias,  a  Kootenai  elder  from  Elmo 
who  died  in  2007  at  age  96,  was  told  this  survival 
story  by  her  great  grandparents.  “This  is  a  true 
Kootenai  story,”  she  writes.  “It  is  not  a  legend.” 

In  the  story,  a  Kootenai  warrior  takes  his 
13-year-old  son  on  a  journey  across  the  mountains 
to  wage  war  on  the  Blackfeet.  When  the  war  party 
is  killed,  the  boy  escapes  and  finds  his  way  back 
to  the  mountains,  carrying  only  a  small  buckskin  pouch  containing  flint  to 
build  a  fire. 

Winter  is  coming  and  the  boy  has  no  food.  A  small  snowbird  perches  near 
him,  and  he  manages  to  kill  it  with  a  rock.  But  instead  of  eating  the  tiny  bird, 
he  sets  a  snare  and  uses  the  bird  to  attract  a  weasel.  As  winter  wears  on,  he 
builds  a  warmer  shelter  and  kills  larger  animals,  finally  sneaking  into  a  bear 
den  and  killing  the  bear  as  it  sleeps. 

With  ingenuity  and  the  skills  he  learned  as  a  child,  the  boy  survives  the 
long  winter  and  finds  his  way  back  to  camp  -  much  to  the  delight  and  amaze¬ 
ment  of  his  mother. 

The  story,  aimed  at  seventh-grade  readers,  was  developed  by  the  Koote¬ 
nai  Culture  Committee  of  the  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes,  and 
features  illustrations  by  tribal  members  Francis  Auld  and  Debbie  Joseph. 
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Send  us 

book  ideas 

Two  Helena  pub¬ 
lishing  companies 
welcome  book  ideas. 

Farcountry 
Press  invites  writers, 
photographers,  and 
illustrators  to  submit 
their  book  ideas  for 
consideration. 

Farcountry  pub¬ 
lishes  award-winning 
books  on  regional 
popular  history, 
natural  history  and 
national  parks  for 
a  general  audience 
and  for  children. 

The  company  also 
publishes  color  pho¬ 
tography  books  on 
regions,  states,  cities 
and  national  parks, 
but  generally  does 
not  publish  poetry  or 
fiction. 

Please  send  book 
proposals  to:  Acquisi¬ 
tions,  PO  Box  5630, 
Helena,  MT  59604. 
Include  a  self-ad¬ 
dressed,  stamped 
envelope  or  your 
materials  will  not 
be  returned,  and  do 
not  send  original 
art  or  photographs. 
For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  visit  www.far 
countrypress.com. 

Riverbend  Pub¬ 
lishing  also  wel¬ 
comes  book  propos¬ 
als  about  Montana 
and  the  West.  The 
company  publishes 
award-winning  books 
on  regional  his¬ 
tory,  natural  history, 
photography  and 
Glacier  and  Yellow¬ 
stone  national  parks, 
plus  cookbooks  and 
fiction. 

Send  proposals 
to  Editor,  Riverbend 
Publishing,  PO 
Box  5833,  Hel¬ 
ena,  MT  59604.  Visit 
www.riverbend 
publishing.com  for 
more  information 
about  the  company. 
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State  of 
the  Arts 
welcomes  CDs 

State  of  the  Arts 
welcomes  CD  sub¬ 
missions  by  Montana 
musicians  for  inclu¬ 
sion  in  the  About 
Music  section.  The 
recordings  must  be 
professional,  com¬ 
mercially  available, 
full-length  CDs, 
with  cover  art  and 
liner  notes.  Brief  bio¬ 
graphical  information 
on  band  members 
would  be  helpful  to 
the  writer. 

Please  send  sub¬ 
missions  to  either  the 
Montana  Arts  Coun¬ 
cil,  PO  Box  202201, 
Helena,  MT,  59620; 
or  Lively  Times, 

33651  Eagle  PassTrl., 
Charlo,  MT  59824. 
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By  Mariss  McTucker 


Earthshine:  Take  Flight 

Recorded  2008  by  Gil  Stober  at  Peak 

Recording  and  Sound  in  Bozeman,  MT 

Wife-and-husband  duo  Kris  and  Scott 
Prinzing  of  Billings,  aka  Earthshine,  packs 
sonic  images  of  our  precious  floating  globe 
on  their  new  CD,  Take  Flight.  They  praise 
Earth,  pray  for  it,  and  gnash  their  musical 
teeth  over  what  selfish  humanity  is  doing 
to  it. 

All  10  originals  were  written  and 
arranged  by  guitarist  and  vocalist  Kris, 
accompanied  by  Scott  and  musical  guests. 

She  plays  fluid  acoustic  guitar  licks,  and  Scott  provides  seamless  duo  lead  and 
harmony  singing  in  his  strong  baritone.  He  also  plays  acoustic  bass. 

Several  pieces  are  love  songs;  others  are  anguished  tomes  about  the  ruin 
humankind  is  wreaking  on  the  planet.  All  are  wrapped  in  gauzy  and  transcen¬ 
dental  strains  that  at  first  seem  incongruous,  but  work. 

Kris  Prinzing,  who  sounds  like  she  is  a  classically  trained  vocalist,  has 
good  technique,  and  sings  loads  of  lyrics  awash  in  long  musical  phrases.  The 
pretty,  almost  country  "Sweet  Friend,"  for  example,  finds  her  singing  “while 
me  and  my  sisters  complain  over  lattes"  smoothly  and  cleanly,  and  stretching 
out  her  vibrato  on  “new  peace  will  finally  have  daa-awnn-n-ned,”  making  the 
last  word  rather  like  a  mantra. 

Melodic  flute  and  mandolin  strains  open  the  moody  “Such  a  Journey";  and 
the  title  cut,  "Take  Flight,"  has  a  fluttery,  musical  dissonance  that  gives  a  sense 
of  movement.  "Visions”  is  infused  with  cool  harmony  singing,  from  a  pair 
comfortable  doing  so  for  a  long  time. 

Scott’s  chant-like  lead  singing  about  the  tragedy  of  war  in  the  Middle-East- 
em-inflected  "Insurgency"  is  appropriately  disconcerting,  yet  mesmerizing. 
Dreamy  cello  underlies  “Special  World,”  and  “Autumn”  is  a  march  that  extols 
the  beauty  of  the  season. 

The  album  was  recorded  by  Gil  Stober  at  Peak  Recording  and  Sound  in 
Bozeman,  and  all  proceeds  from  sales  support  the  MusEco  Media  Education 
Project.  Learn  more  at  www.MusEco.org. 


Lullabies 
for  Grownups 
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katc  Kohler  ~  Piano 


Kate  Kohler:  Lullabies  for 
Grownups:  The  Moon 

Recorded  2009  by  Gil  Stober  at  Peak 

Recording  and  Sound  in  Bozeman,  MT 

If  they  say  music  soothes  the  savage 
beast,  then  this  album  could  calm  a  herd. 

It’s  Bozeman  pianist  Kate  Kohler’s  final 
installment  in  her  stress-relieving  "Piano 
Music  For”  musical  series.  Indeed,  this 
tranquil  compilation,  following  on  last 
year's  Clouds,  gets  raves  from  a  children's 
author,  a  massage  therapist  and  an  artist’s 
success  coach  for  its  ability  to  enhance  relaxation. 

The  nine  songs  are  named  for  features  on  the  moon’s  surface.  Kohler 
composed  the  music  in  her  living  room,  while  the  moon  outside  her  window 
provided  inspiration. 

The  first  piece,  "Mare  Serenitatis,"  tiptoes  in  softly;  bass  notes  caress  the 
ear  on  the  next,  "Lacus  Somniorum.”  And  pretty  chords  in  a  minor  mode  suf¬ 
fuse  "Mare  Imbrium."  with  its  nuances  of  falling  water  droplets  at  storm’s  end. 

"Lacus  Gaudii”  could  be  movie  music,  and  "Sinus  Concordiae”  has  a 

music-box  quality.  All  the  songs  are  lengthy,  with  the  shortest  being  almost 
six  minutes  -  all  the  better  to  open  one’s  mind  and  let  the  imagination  roam. 

Kohler  doesn't  tickle  these  Yamaha  grand  ivories,  but  rather  polishes  them  - 
tenderly,  fleshing  out  simple  ideas.  Good  production  values  from  Gil  Stober  at 
his  Peak  Recording  and  Sound  in  Bozeman  complement  the  effort. 

For  more  information,  visit  www.katekohler.com  or  www.pianomusicfor. 
com. 

Butte  Big  Band:  Playing  Classic  Music 
of  the  1 930s  and  1 940s 

Recorded  live  in  Butte,  2009  by  Montana  Pro 
Audio 

Put  this  two-CD  set  on  the  player  and  conjure 
up  visions  of  the  bygone  Big  Band  Era,  with  its 
opulent  music  halls,  legions  of  musicians  playing 
live,  and  throngs  of  well-dressed  revelers  hoofin' 
the  night  away. 

“Playing  live”  sounds  like  a  term  that  belabors 
the  obvious,  but  it  makes  this  reviewer  rue  the 
modern  state  of  music,  with  its  overabundance 
of  karaoke  bars,  DJs,  and  overproduced  studio 
albums. 

When  Butte  drummer  Michael  McDaniel  pored  over  the  Butte  music 
archives  of  the  era,  he  found  the  big-name  performers  who  came  through  Mon¬ 
tana,  but  scant  mention  of  the  local  musicians  who  contributed  to  Butte’s  rich 
entertainment  history.  So  he  enlisted  the  services  of  scads  of  other  members 
of  the  Butte  Big  Band  to  record  a  slew  of  the  classics  to  pay  homage  to  those 
musicians  who  had  full-time  day  jobs  and  still  found  the  time  to  play  for  the 
love  of  it. 

There  are  six  pianists  who  took  part  (Gloria  Clark  and  George  Groesbeck 
for  two),  17  sax  players  (including  Wilbur  Rehmann),  five  vocalists,  five 
drummers ...  you  get  the  drift. 

The  group  recorded  30-plus  standards  at  a  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  Butte 
wine-tasting  event  and  at  a  dance  at  the  Elks  Lodge  in  2009.  As  examples, 
there’s  the  dreamy  ambience  of  "The  Nearness  of  You"  and  “All  of  Me”  and 
the  toe-tappin’  drum  work  of  “Tuxedojunction.” 

We  get  a  hip-shakin’  rendition  of  “Mack  the  Knife,”  and  “In  the  Mood”  is  a 
good  dancer  that  could  never  stop.  “Sentimental  Journey”  gets  a  nice  sleepy- 
eyed  touch  with  plenty  of  sugar,  and  the  silky  Latin  strains  of  “Perdido”  bring 
the  tropics  to  Butte.  “Chattanooga  Choo-Choo”  has  a  cool  and  mysteriously 
wacky  intro  a  la  ‘Twilight  Zone.” 


The  ensemble  also  added  some  newer  tunes  -  “The  Girl  from  Ipanema,” 
and,  yes,  Roy  Orbison’s  “Pretty  Woman”  (!)  as  well. 

They’re  all  one-take  recordings,  so  the  occasional  clinker  surfaces.  But 
that's  live  music  for  you,  and  the  laughing,  clapping,  and  dancing  crowds 
didn’t  mind  a  bit.  And  the  sound  quality  is  pretty  good. 

McDaniel  is  donating  all  proceeds  from  album  sales  to  the  Montana  Elks’ 
Music  Scholarship  Program. 

Find  out  more  from  Michaeldrums@bresnan.net. 

Eden  Atwood:  Turn  Me  Loose 

Recorded  March  2009  at  Umbrella  Media, 

Andy  Waterman,  engineer 

Missoula  Jazz  maven  Eden  Atwood  has 
just  released  an  album  that  speaks  from 
her  heart.  It’s  a  medley  of  jazz  diamonds 
rendered  in  pure  Atwood  style,  and  features 
incomparable  sidemen  David  Morgenroth 
on  piano,  Chris  Colangelo  on  bass,  and  Joe 
LaBarbera  on  drums. 

It’s  not  so  much  Atwood’s  vocal  sound 
as  her  distinctive  delivery  that  grabs  the  listener.  She  floats  over  and  around 
the  tunes  with  superb  inflection  and  command  of  the  jazz  lexicon,  letting  her 
unparalleled  ear  lead  the  way. 

Yet  something  has  changed.  Her  voice  is  lower,  huskier,  and  it  imprints  this 
soulful  collection  with  almost  world-weary  maturity,  lending  credence  to  the 
songs’  story  lines. 

Liner  notes  reveal  that  Atwood  had  surgery  on  her  vocal  cords  in  2007, 
after  overusing  and  damaging  them  from  singing,  teaching,  and  the  demands 
of  raising  a  child.  It  was  a  life-altering  experience  for  her,  and  this,  her  first 
album  since  then,  is  a  release  from  the  remnants  of  a  previous  fast-paced  life 
lived  in  the  jazz  worlds  of  New  York,  Chicago,  and  L.A. 

She  says  the  musical  freedom  in  Montana  ha6  allowed  her  to  stretch  out 
(“no  jazz  police”),  and  that  "the  music  isn’t  so  much  in  my  voice  as  it  is 
between  my  ears.” 

Boy  howdy!  Check  out  her  cool-breeze  take  on  “1  Got  It  Bad  and  That 
Ain’t  Good”  by  Webster  and  Ellington;  it  morphs  into  a  rockin'  barnburner 
with  Morgenroth’s  piano  pyrotechnics. 

There’s  her  bluesy  rendition  of  Cole  Porter’s  "Don’t  Fence  Me  In.”  And 
there’s  the  Latin-esque  high-hat,  rappin’tappin’  rhythm  of  “Ill  Wind”  by  Koe¬ 
hler  and  Arlen,  with  its  contrasting  sleepy-eyed  vocals. 

The  final  tune  is  Carmichael  and  Arodin’s  “Lazy  River,”  a  rump-wiggling 
train  ride  with  lots  of  high  wailin’  oohs,  flyin’  ivories,  and  kickin’  percussion. 

This  album  showcases  the  comfort  level  Atwood  brings  to  her  music. 

You’ll  find  it  mighty  comfy  to  slip  into  as  well.  Visit  the  artist  at  www.eden 
atwood.com. 

Jim  Averitt:  Music  Is  Magic 

Produced  by  Chris  Cunningham  and  )im 

Averitt  and  recorded  at  Basecamp 

Recording  Studio  in  Bozeman,  MT 

Bozeman  singer/songwriter  and  acoustic 
guitarist  Jim  Averitt  explores  various  shades 
of  pop-rock  styles  on  his  new  disc,  Music 
Is  Magic. 

There’s  a  warm,  mellow  opening  to 
“Five  Minutes  to  Beale  Street,” 

Averitt’s  ode  to  Memphis’s  famous  mu¬ 
sic  row,  and  layered  and  bluesy  doo-doo- 
doohs  resonate  in  “Slipping  Away.” 

The  title  cut  has  Averitt’s  baritone  crooning  about  the  joys  of  singing  and 
playing;  and  you’ll  smile  during  “Night  Time  Tractor  Man,”  where  he  has  fun 
singing  about  the  joys  of  moving  dirt.  Great  rhythmic  keyboard  and  guitar 
effects  here,  too. 

There’s  an  exotic  marimba  ambiance  to  “90  Miles  to  Cuba,”  with  Averitt 
marveling  at  locales  in  the  Florida  Keys  where  the  Beatles,  Hemingway  and 
pirates  once  roamed.  You  can  hear  the  influences  in  his  songs  of  some  of  the 
musicians  he’s  jammed  with,  including  Kenny  Loggins  and  Dave  Mason. 

The  album  includes  a  jazzy  instrumental,  "Tune  for  Barbara.”  and  the  love- 
struck  "Flower  Among  the  Weeds”  and  “Special  Eyes”  finish  the  set. 

The  musical  guest  list  reads  a  mile  long,  with  Montanans  like  producer 
Chris  Cunningham,  Sally  Newsome,  and  Kostas  (a  Montanan  at  heart,  to  be 
sure),  among  many.  CD  photos  are  contributed  by  Bonnie  Raitt,  even. 

Visitjimaveritt.com. 

Bruce  Delaney:  Flame  Dancers 

Produced  by  Mark  Addison  and  Bruce 

Delaney  and  recorded  at  The  Airie 

Studio  in  Austin,  TX 

Roundup  picker  Bruce  Delaney  says  in 
his  notes  that  he’s  “been  in  a  lot  of  jails,  a 
lot  of  fights,  and  a  lot  of  car  wrecks."  And 
under  “Interests,”  he  lists  “most  animals 
and  most  kids,  if  they  display  a  little  self- 
discipline  and  common-sense  courtesy.” 

In-between  all  that,  the  songwriter  and 
rhythm  guitar  player  delivers  the  12  tunes 
on  his  new  album  with  a  growly,  vibrato-y 

delivery  and  a  sob  in  his  throat.  The  sound  definitely  fits  the  subject  matter 
here,  as  he  sings  his  own  and  other's  songs  in  the  rockabilly/country  vein  of 
yore. 

A  snappy  shuffle  and  tappin’  drums  open  Chan  Romero’s  “Walkin’  n’ 
Talkin’,”  and  there’s  a  slow  country  lilt  to  “Another  Shade  of  Your  Goodbye.” 

I  hear  the  faint  echo  of  a  Patsy  Cline  influence  on  “Useless  You,”  with  its 
delicious  pedal  steel  sound,  and  there’s  rockin’  guitar  and  a  great  drumbeat 
pervading  “Train  of  Thought.” 

Delaney  sings  “Anchor  Motel”  in  a  sad  and  plaintive  warble,  and  "Bury 
My  Heart”  has  a  nice  country  cadence.  He’s  in  love  on  the  guttural  and  Latin- 
flavored  “Doggone,”  and  on  “Ladies  and  Horses"  he  lays  down  some  electric 
guitar  rhythm  sure  to  get  ‘em  onto  the  dance  floor. 

Recorded  in  Austin  in  an  analog  format,  the  production  is  fine.  You  can 
reach  Delaney  by  emailing  him  at  bdlny@midrivers.com. 
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Beth  Lo  named  USA  Fellow  (from  page  1) 


"Harmony  and  Anthem"  by  Beth  Lo  (Photo  by  Chris  Autio) 


graduate  studies  at  The  University  of 
Montana  in  part  because  “of  Rudy  Autio 
and  his  connection  to  the  Bray.”  Autio, 
an  internationally  known  ceramist,  was 
one  of  the  Bray’s  founding  artists. 

“The  state  has  become  a  magnet  for 
other  people  involved  in  the  ceramic 
arts,  so  you  know  you  have  a  community 
here,”  says  Lo,  an  art  professor  at  UM. 

Since  receiving  the  USA  award,  Lo 
has  become  part  of  an  even  larger  and 
more  diverse  community  that  includes 
architects,  designers,  actors,  filmmakers, 
dancers,  writers,  painters,  sculptors,  bas¬ 
ket  makers,  glass  artists  and  puppeteers, 
of  all  ages  and  ethnicities. 

At  the  awards  ceremony,  held  Dec.  14 
at  the  Broad  Stage  in  Santa  Monica,  Lo 
says,  “I  was  struck  by  how  much  cultural 
diversity  was  represented.  There  were 
lots  of  ethnic-sounding  names,  lots  of 
different  ages  there  -  including  85-year-old 
children’s  songwriter  Ella  Jenkins.” 

Lo,  whose  ceramic  vessels,  sculptures  and 
collages  explore  her  Asian  American  identity, 
says  the  multi-cultural  ideas  that  permeate  her 
work  seemed  to  resonate  with  the  selection 
committee. 

A  board  of  150  arts  professionals,  at  least 
two  from  each  state,  nominates  candidates, 
who  must  be  at  least  21  years  old  and  citizens 
or  legal  residents  of  the  U.S.  About  400  nomi¬ 
nees  are  invited  to  apply  for  the  grants,  and 
panels  in  each  discipline  select  winners.  The 
nominators  remain  anonymous. 

Lo  says  the  application  “takes  some  work. 
But  that  work  paid  off.” 

“It’s  important  to  consider  the  questions 
and  give  good  answers,”  she  adds. 


United  States  Artists  was  founded  in 
answer  to  dwindling  public  support  for  art¬ 
ists.  “Investing  in  Creativity:  A  Study  of  the 
Support  Structure  for  U.S.  Artists,”  a  survey 
conducted  in  2003,  found  that  96  percent  of 
Americans  value  art  in  their  communities  and 
lives,  but  only  27  percent  value  artists. 

In  response  to  the  study,  USA  Artists  was 
established  in  September  2005  with  $20  mil¬ 
lion  in  seed  funding  from  a  coalition  of  four 
leading  foundations  -  Ford.  Rockefeller,  Pru¬ 
dential  and  Rasmuson.  That  initial  investment 
enables  the  organization  to  award  unrestricted 
$50,000  grants  to  50  artists  each  year.  And 
with  continued  fundraising  from  the  private 
sector,  USA  Artists  hopes  to  establish  an  en¬ 
dowment  that  will  keep  the  fellowships  going 
for  the  next  century. 


For  Lo,  the  “no-strings-attached  as¬ 
pect  of  the  award  gives  you  a  sense  that 
they  trust  you  -  that  you’re  supported 
and  respected.  It’s  a  huge  affirmation.” 

An  added  thrill  for  the  artist,  who  also 
plays  music  with  Missoula-area  bands 
the  Big  Sky  Mudflaps  and  Salsa  Loca, 
was  discovering  that  jazz  great  Herbie 
Hancock  was  just  two  seats  away  from 
her  and  her  husband,  David  Horgan. 
Guitarist  Lionel  Loueke,  who  often 
performs  with  Hancock,  was  among  the 
2009  USA  Fellows  and  played  during 
the  ceremony. 

Hancock  spoke  to  Lo,  her  husband, 
“and  lots  of  other  people  about  artwork 
and  projects  he’s  done.  He  was  such  a 
nice  and  generous  person.” 

The  connections  she  made  during  the 
two-day  awards  event  continue  to  rever¬ 
berate  here  in  Montana.  Puppeteer  Dan 
Hurlin  sent  Lo  a  DVD  of  his  puppet  theatre 
“which  I’m  already  showing  in  my  classes.” 

She  also  met  several  artists  whose  work 
she  has  long  admired,  including  visual  artists 
Judy  Pfaff  and  Vija  Celmins  and  sculptor  Diana 
Al-Hadid.  “I'd  love  to  bring  some  of  these 
people  to  the  university  as  visiting  artists.  I  see 
all  kinds  of  opportunities  to  work  with  UM  as 
a  venue  for  getting  some  of  these  people  seen 
and  heard.” 

In  contemplating  how  she  might  spend  her 
$50,000  award,  “time,  travel  and  purchasing 
equipment”  are  at  the  top  of  her  list. 

But  however  it  gets  used,  Lo  says  she  wants 
to  “justify  the  respect  they’ve  shown.  I  want  to 
be  worthy  of  it.” 

“The  award  says  to  me,  ‘O.K.,  no  excuses. 
Just  get  to  work.’” 


Frances  Senska  (from  page  1) 


Senska  said  the  pair  helped  her  prod  the 
limits  of  clay.  “They  were  so  enthusiastic  and 
into  everything  -  they  brought  everyone  up 
with  them.” 

In  1951,  she  helped  them  construct  a  pot¬ 
tery  studio  at  the  fledgling  Archie  Bray  Foun¬ 
dation  in  Helena,  where  Autio  and  Voulkos 
became  the  first  resident  artists.  In  an  inter¬ 
view,  Autio  once  said  of  that  era,  “We  built  the 
kilns,  we  dug  the  clay,  we  fired  it  and  we  made 
mistakes.  Frances  and  the  rest  of  us  were  sort 
of  imbued  with  some  kind  of  enthusiasm  for 
the  arts.” 

Throughout  her  career,  Senska  helped 
countless  students  learn  that  timeless  process 
of  unearthing  raw  clay,  mixing  it  with  water, 
sand  and  grog,  shaping,  glazing  and  firing 
their  creations.  “When  you  come  right  down 
to  it,  this  is  what  we're  doing:  turning  clay 

Montana  Circle  of 


understand  saddle  construction  and  fit.  He  has 
also  worked  with  the  Upper  Missouri  Outfit 
and  the  American  Mountain  Men,  building  a 
number  of  high-quality  leather  items  for  them, 
and  in  the  process  teaching  the  members  of 
the  group  about  leather  and  its  uses.  He  has 
also  written  articles  used  in  handbooks  for 
those  two  groups. 

Nate  Wald,  rawhide  braider 

Nate  Wald,  a  rawhide  braider  from  Lodge 
Grass,  braided  his  first  set  of  reins  in  the 
spring  of  1989  and  has  been  braiding  steadily 
ever  since.  He  is  passionate  about  his  family, 
his  work  and  his  goals. 

Although  Wald  considers  himself  to  be 
largely  self-taught,  a  number  of  mentors  have 
been  influential  in  his  development.  He  be¬ 
lieves  that  learning  is  an  endless  process,  and 
this  philosophy  led  him  to  Argentina  to  learn 
South  American  techniques  from  world-class 
braiders  there. 

Ranching  and  the  use  of  horse  gear  are  a 
way  of  life  for  the  Walds.  Nate  and  his  wife 
Terri  Jo  run  cattle  and  raise  quarter  horses  on 
the  family  ranch  near  Lodge  Grass.  A  trade¬ 
mark  of  Wald’s  gear  is  its  utility,  with  every 


back  into  stone,”  she  said. 

Senska  was  a  founding  member  of  the 
Montana  Institute  of  the  Arts  (MIA)  in  1948, 
and  served  as  its  crafts  chair  from  1 954-’ 56 
and  director  from  1961 -’62.  She  received 
an  Honorary  Doctor  of  Fine  Arts  at  MSU  in 
1982,  the  Montana  Governor’s  Arts  Award  for 
Distinguished  Achievement  in  1988  and  the 
Meloy-Stevenson  Award  of  Distinction  for 
Outstanding  Service  to  the  Archie  Bray  Foun¬ 
dation  in  2003. 

She  also  was  elected  an  Honorary  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  National  Council  on  Education  in 
the  Ceramic  Arts  in  1979  and  Fellow  of  the 
American  Craft  Council  in  1988. 

Former  Bray  director  Josh  DeWeese,  who 
now  holds  Senska's  position  as  ceramics 
professor  at  Montana  State  University,  told 
the  Bozeman  Chronicle,  “She  was  a  real  key 


Nate  Wald 


piece  of  his  rawhide  gear  designed  to  be  used. 
Much  of  the  gear  stems  from  his  work  starting 
colts  and  training  them  into  traditional  bridle 
horses. 

Sharing  his  gift  of  rawhide  braiding  with 
others  is  important  to  Wald  so  he  regularly 
teaches  in  county  4-H  programs,  demonstrates 
in  career  days  and  participates  in  local  art 


figure  in  the  development  of  modernism  in 
the  state.  She  was  down  to  earth,  very  unas¬ 
suming.  She  had  a  great  deal  of  integrity  and 
humanity,  was  real  honest  and  direct,  and  her 
artwork  was  that  way,  too.” 

Her  earthy,  yet  delicate  cups,  bowls  and 
teapots  were  featured  in  a  retrospective, 
“Frances  Senska,  A  Life  in  Art,”  that  toured 
the  state  a  few  years  ago  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Montana  Art  Gallery  Directors  As¬ 
sociation.  A  smaller  exhibition,  “Humble 
Grace:  A  Tribute  to  Frances  Senska,”  is  on 
display  March  19-June  27  at  the  Yellowstone 
Art  Museum. 

“Clay  is  very  soft  and  delicate,”  Senska 
said  of  her  chosen  material.  “Be  absolutely 
gentle  but  firm,  as  you  would  with  a  child.  If 
you  hold  steady,  the  clay  will  come  to  you.” 


shows.  He  has  been  a  mentor  to  a  number  of 
individual  students  in  his  own  shop.  In  fact, 
he  has  taken  over  20  students  into  his  home  to 
teach  them  privately. 

He  teaches  workshops  throughout  the 
country,  including  seminars  in  California  and 
Nevada,  at  the  National  Cowboy  and  Western 
Heritage  Museum  and  at  the  National  Folk 
Festival.  He  has  taught  North  American  braid¬ 
ing  techniques  to  South  American  braiders, 
and  was  named  “Braider  of  the  Year”  in  2007 
by  the  Academy  of  Western  Artists. 

The  Montana  Circle  of  American  Masters 
is  a  program  designed  to  honor  Montana’s 
rich  heritage  and  to  showcase  the  present- 
day  vitality  of  the  folk  arts.  The  traditional 
artists  honored  will  be  able  to  place  the  newly 
designed  MCAM  label  on  their  work,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  being  honored  in  a  ceremony  at  the 
State  Capitol. 

For  more  information  about  the  pro¬ 
gram  or  for  help  in  the  nomination  process, 
contact  either  Cindy  Kittredge,  Folk  Arts 
and  Market  Specialist,  at  406-468-4078, 
elkittredge@dishmail.net,  or  Dyani  Bingham, 
Indian  Arts  Market  Development  Manager,  at 
406-545-8983,  dyani_b@hotmail.com. 


American  Masters  inductees  (from  page  5) 


Learning  to 
play  instrument 
allows  talents 
to  sing 

Elizabeth  "Lizzi" 
Gottlieb  loves  mu¬ 
sic  -  when  her  flute 
teacher  comes  calling 
on  Tuesday  evenings, 
she  is  quick  to  as¬ 
semble  her  family 
for  an  impromptu 
concert. 

Gottlieb,  now  21, 
has  played  the  flute 
since  fifth  grade,  an 
immensely  rewarding 
hobby  for  the  young 
woman  with  Down 
syndrome  who  prac¬ 
tices  for  hours  in  her 
bedroom.  Her  teacher 
understood  long  be¬ 
fore  it  was  validated 
by  research  that  play¬ 
ing  an  instrument  of¬ 
fers  much  more  than 
simple  pleasures  and 
emotional  release. 

For  children  and 
adults  with  dis¬ 
abilities,  music  can 
unleash  especially 
powerful  gifts,  help¬ 
ing  them  commu¬ 
nicate  or  process 
information  in  new 
ways.  Increasingly, 
parents  are  signing 
up  children  for  music 
lessons  who,  years 
ago,  might  not  have 
gotten  the  chance  be¬ 
cause  of  a  disability. 

To  read  the  com¬ 
plete  story,  go  to 
www.chicagotribune. 
com/news/chi- 
music-teachers-21  - 
dec21, 0,64381  .story. 

-  from  The  Society  for 
Arts  and  Healthcare 

Newsbrief,  January  2010 
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Beck's  Blog: 
New  blog 
explores 
teaching  arts 

Beck  McLaughlin, 
Education  and  Web 
Services  Director  at 
the  Montana  Arts 
Council,  has  started 
a  blog  on  teaching 
the  arts,  Arts  Coun¬ 
terbalance.  Although 
it's  primarily  for 
Montana  teaching 
artists  and  arts  teach¬ 
ers,  anyone  else  is 
welcome  too. 

Check  it  out  at 
artscounterbalance. 
wordpress.com. 


Linde  Lambson,  a  student  at  Linderman 
School  in  Poison,  took  first  place  in  the 
third-fifth  grade  category  in  Glacier 
National  Park's  2009  postcard  contest. 
Winning  entries  will  be  given  to  visi¬ 
tors  as  centennial  postcards  when  they 
make  purchases  throughout  2010  at 
Glacier  Association  sales  outlets  in  the 
park.  Winning  entries  may  be  viewed 
at:  www.nps.gov/glac/parknews/post 
card-winners.htm. 


Poetry  Out  Loud  state  finals  March  20  in  Helena 


Sara  Larson  from  Butte  High  School  was  the  2009  Poetry 
Out  Loud  state  champion. 


The  state  finals  for  Poetry  Out 
Loud  will  be  held  9  a.m.-3  p.m. 

March  20  at  the  Myma  Loy  Center  in 
Helena.  Students  from  Montana  high 
schools  across  the  state  will  compete 
for  the  chance  to  attend  the  Poetry  Out 
Loud  National  Finals,  with  a  $20,000 
award  for  the  national  champion. 

Montana  students  who  have  won 
in  regional  competitions  will  recite 
poems  they  have  memorized  from  an 
anthology  of  works  by  nationally  and 
internationally  recognized  poets!  Two 
preliminary  rounds  will  be  held  in  the 
morning,  with  the  final  round  in  the 
afternoon. 

The  Montana  champion  will  receive  $200 
and  an  all-expenses-paid  trip  to  Washington, 
DC,  to  compete  at  the  national  finals.  The 


champion’s  school  will  receive  a  $500  stipend 
for  the  purchase  of  poetry  books.  The  runner- 
up  will  receive  $100  and  his  or  her  school 


will  receive  $200  for  the  purchase  of 
poetry  books. 

Stephen  Young,  the  program  direc¬ 
tor  for  The  Poetry  Foundation,  will 
be  attending  Montana’s  state  finals. 
The  Poetry  Foundation  (www.poetry 
foundation.org),  an  independent  liter¬ 
ary  organization  committed  to  a  vigor¬ 
ous  presence  for  poetry  in  our  culture, 
is  the  major  funder  of  the  Poetry 
Out  Loud  program.  It  also  publishes 
Poetry  magazine. 

The  Myma  Loy  Center  is  located 
at  15  North  Ewing,  just  off  East 
Broadway  St.  More  information 
about  the  finals  and  the  Poetry  Out 
Loud  program  is  available  on  the  Montana 
Arts  Council’s  website:  art.mt.gov/schools/ 
schools_pol.asp. 


Drawing  winners  from  the  Status 
of  Arts  Education  Survey  receive  $500 


The  Montana  Arts  Council,  along  with  the 
state  arts  agencies  in  Idaho,  Utah  and  Wyo¬ 
ming,  administered  a  survey  on  arts  education 
from  October  through  December  of  last  year 
with  support  from  Western  States  Arts  Federa¬ 
tion  (WESTAF). 

All  the  principals  of  Montana  public 
schools  and  the  accredited  non-public  schools 
received  a  request  from  MAC  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  Ami  Fishbaugh  and  Superintendent  of 
Schools  Denise  Juneau  to  fill  out  the  survey. 

The  study  aims  to  establish  important  and 
missing  baseline  information  in  the  area  of 
arts  education  in  Montana.  It  will  illustrate 
where  more  tools  and  resources  need  to  be 
provided  and  where  the  arts  council  could 
specifically  target  funding  and  resources  to 
help  schools. 

MAC  wants  to  sincerely  thank  the  218 
school  principals,  county  superintendents  and 
supervising  teachers  who  filled  out  the  survey 
-  26  percent  of  the  total  842  who  received  the 
survey. 


The  first  100  schools  to  complete  the 
survey  were  included  in  a  drawing  to  receive 
$500  from  the  Montana  Arts  Council  for 
arts  education  programs  and/or  materials  in 
their  school.  After  the  survey  deadline  all  the 
schools  (except  the  original  winner)  which 
submitted  a  survey  were  included  in  a  second 
drawing  for  $500. 

The  winner  of  the  first  $500  is  Jefferson 
High  School  in  Boulder  with  203  students. 
Principal  Jim  Whealon  filled  out  the  survey. 
The  winner  of  the  second  $500  is  Melrose 
School,  a  K-8  school  with  13  students.  Super¬ 
vising  Teacher  Drea  O'Donnell  filled  out  the 
survey. 

In  early  February,  Montana  Arts  Council 
Education  Director  Beck  McLaughlin  met 
with  the  arts  education  staff  of  the  other  three 
state  agencies  and  WESTAF.  The  researcher, 
Tim  Bothell,  presented  the  findings  and  plans 
for  the  content,  and  design  of  state  reports 
were  finalized.  Montana’s  report  will  be  avail¬ 
able  statewide  and  on  MAC'S  website. 


High  school  choirs  from  across  Montana 
will  perform  with  Tim  Janis  and  his  ensemble 
in  a  new  special  called  “Celebrate  America,” 
which  airs  at  7  p.m.  March  1 1  on  Montana 
Public  Television. 

The  program  was  taped  at  the  Montana 
Public  Television  studio  in  early  October 
2009.  Busses  rolled  in  from  across  the  state, 
pulling  together  500  students  fromWIontana 
high  school  music  programs.  Arriving  well 
prepared  and  very  professional,  each  choir 
was  brought  into  the  station  to  record  their 
performance  for  the  broadcast. 

Choirs  from  the  following  schools  par¬ 
ticipated:  Bozeman  High  School.  Belgrade 
High  School,  Park  High  School,  Sweet  Grass 
County  High  School,  Billings  Central  Catho¬ 
lic  High  School,  Laurel  High  School,  Billings 
Senior  High  School,  Charles  M.  Russell  High 
School,  Hamilton  High  School,  Beaverhead 
County  High  School,  Anaconda  High  School, 
Helena  Capital  High  School,  Custer  County 
High  School  and  Great  Falls  High  School. 

“It  was  great  that  we  could  showcase  our 
talent  and  honor  our  country,”  said  Great  Falls 
High  School  student  Whitney  Milos. 

“Celebrate  America”  is  a  fundraising  event 
that  coincides  with  Montana  Public  Televi¬ 
sion’s  annual  pledge  drive. 

For  more  information,  visit  www.montana 
pbs.org. 


Rhythm  Residency 

Matthew  Marsolek  leads  half  of  the  eighth-grade  choir  class  at  Sheridan  in  a 
rhythm  (Dalton  Spann,  Xavier  Harris,  Dustin  Brown,  Cody  Boucher  and  Dustin 
Bock)  as  Lawrence  Duncan  works  on  another  rhythm  with  Jackie  Schaaf  and  the 
other  half  of  the  class  during  a  Drum  Brothers  residency. 


High-school  choirs 
to  participate  in 
"Celebrate  America" 
broadcast 
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Keeping  history  alive 

Educator  receives  $1 .4  million  to  preserve  indigenous  cultures 


Salish  educator  Julie  Cajune 

(Photo  courtesy  of  Char-Koosta  News) 


By  Lailani  Upham 
Reprinted  with  permission 
from  Char-Koosta  News,  Feb.  4 

Salish  educator  Julie  Cajune  was 
awarded  a  $1.4  million  grant  by  a 
unanimous  decision  from  Kellogg 
Foundation’s  board  to  continue  her 
work  on  preserving  indigenous  cultures. 

Cajune,  a  curriculum  designer  and 
member  of  the  Confederated  Salish  and 
Kootenai  Tribes,  was  recently  profiled 
in  national  publications  for  the  work 
she  is  doing  to  incorporate  Indian  his¬ 
tory  and  culture  in  mainstream  K-12 
classes  in  Montana  through  the  state’s 
Indian  Education  for  All  program. 

The  Utne  Reader,  a  digest  of  inde¬ 
pendent  ideas  and  alternative  culture, 
included  her  as  one  of  the  “50  visionar¬ 
ies  who  are  changing  your  world”  in  it’s 
November/December  2009  issue. 

The  grant  will  go  toward  efforts  to 
preserve  and  bring  Indian  history  and 
culture  to  classrooms  across  the  state, 
and  possibly  across  the  nation,  says 
Cajune. 

There  are  two  major  parts  of  the  project: 
The  first  will  include  making  a  film  focusing 
on  the  cultural  sovereignty  of  Indian  peoples, 
as  well  as  each  tribe’s  political  sovereignty. 

“I  think  a  film  on  sovereignty  can  provide 
a  background  to  a  lot  of  things  that  are  in  the 
news  about  Indian  people  today,”  said  Cajune. 
“Sovereignty  is  one  of  the  largest  misconcep¬ 
tions  and  the  least  understood.” 

The  second  major  piece  of  the  project 
would  be  what  she  describes  as  “a  parallel 
history”  book,  which  will  discuss  American- 
Indian  historical  events  and  contributions  on 
a  parallel  timeline  of  events  commonly  taught 


in  U.S.  history  classes. 

This  educational  effort  will  be  a  ground¬ 
breaking  initiative  in  Montana  to  include 
American  Indians  in  the  state’s  history  and  the 
educational  system  that  teaches  it.  "There  is 
very  little  information  out  there,  which  makes 
teachers  unprepared  to  teach  it.  We  want  to 
give  the  support  that  is  needed.” 

Both  the  book  and  film  will  be  designed  so 
it  can  be  used  in  any  kind  of  school  or  public 
education  setting  where  it  has  relevance,  says 
Cajune.  The  grant  also  includes  funds  for 
development  of  educational  materials  relevant 
to  the  Salish-Kootenai  Tribes  and  the  Flathead 
Reservation. 


Cajune  has  been  gathering  histories 
of  the  12  recognized  tribes  in  Mon¬ 
tana.  Her  efforts  began  when  Montana 
became  the  first  state  in  the  nation  to 
mandate  the  teaching  of  American 
Indian  history  in  its  primary,  middle 
and  high  school  classrooms  with  the 
passage  of  the  Indian  Education  for  All 
Act  in  1999,  and  a  funding  allocation 
in  2005. 

The  Montana  Office  of  Public 
Instruction  gave  the  state’s  seven  tribal 
colleges  funding  to  gather  the  histo¬ 
ries  of  the  tribes,  which  will  include 
knowledge  from  elders  and  a  variety  of 
other  sources. 

The  recently  funded  project  will 
be  designed  with  teachers  in  mind, 

“to  keep  the  programs  dynamic  and  to 
keep  the  teacher  interested,”  Cajune 
said.  The  grant  project  will  not  be  only 
structured  for  teachers  and  higher  edu¬ 
cation  faculty,  but  also  geared  toward 
helping  students  gain  a  deeper  under¬ 
standing  of  tribes  and  Indian  people, 
according  to  Cajune. 

The  project  will  also  include  a  children’s 
book  and  an  illustrated  calendar  book.  Semi¬ 
nars  and  workshops  will  also  be  available  for 
teachers. 

The  grant  is  a  three-year  project  and  will 
be  administered  through  Salish  Kootenai 
College. 

Note:  To  read  the  complete  story,  go  to 
www.charkoosta.com/2010/2010_02_04/ 
Cajune_awarded  Kellog_Foundation_grant. 
html.  The  Char-Koosta  News  is  published 
weekly  by  the  Confederated  Salish  and 
Kootenai  Tribes. 
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Compiled  by  Dyani  Bingham,  Indian  Arts  Market  Development  Manager 


Longhouse  grant  opportunities 

With  support  from  the  Ford  Foundation, 
the  Longhouse  Education  and  Cultural  Center 
at  The  Evergreen  State  College  announces  the 
fourth  round  of  a  national  call  to  Native  art¬ 
ists  to  submit  letters  of  inquiry  for  two  grant 
opportunities.  Proposals  for  all  forms  of  vi¬ 
sual,  performance-based  arts  and  literary  arts 
will  be  accepted.  The  deadline  for  the  Letters 
of  Inquiry  is  April  1,  2010. 

1 .  The  National  Native  Master  Artist 
Initiative:  Artist  Teaching  Artists  program  is 
designed  to  promote  Native  arts  and  cultures 
within  urban  and  rural  Native  communities 
throughout  the  United  States.  The  Longhouse 
is  accepting  letters  of  inquiry  from  both  orga¬ 
nizations  and  individuals. 

2.  The  National  Native  Creative  Develop¬ 
ment  Program™  is  designed  to  address  the 
professional  development  needs  of  individual 
artists,  such  as  training  in  marketing,  purchase 
of  supplies  and  materials,  professional  portfo¬ 
lio  development,  apprenticeships,  etc.  Propos¬ 
als  for  all  forms  of  visual,  performance-based, 
and  literary  arts  will  be  accepted. 

Download  the  grant  guidelines  and  forms 
from  the  Longhouse  website  at  www.ever 
green.edu/longhouse. 

For  more  information,  contact  Bobbie 
Bush,  Native  Grants  Program  coordinator,  at 
360-867-5367  or  bushb@evergreen.edu. 

IACA  Spring  Market 

The  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Association’s 
American  Indian  Art  Market  will  be  held  Sat¬ 
urday  and  Sunday,  April  24-25,  at  the  Albu¬ 
querque  Convention  Center.  The  annual  event 
appeals  to  all  who  appreciate  Native  art,  from 
distinguished  collectors  to  first-time  buyers 
($5  admission  fee). 

Prior  to  the  public  market,  IACA  hosts 
its  annual  Spring  Wholesale  Market,  open  to 
qualified  retail  buyers  who  sell  Indian  art,  on 
Thursday  and  Friday,  April  22-23.  Prior  to  the 
market  opening,  IACA  again  joins  with  the 
Indian  Arts  Education  Association  (IAEA), 
Institute  of  American  Indian  Arts  (IAIA) 
and  Southwest  Association  for  Indian  Arts 
(SWAIA)  to  host  the  fourth  annual  Business 


of  Art  Seminar  on  Wednesday,  April  21.  Pre¬ 
registration  is  required. 

IACA  markets  bring  together  artists,  retail¬ 
ers,  wholesalers,  museums  and  collectors  from 
around  the  globe  for  the  opportunity  to  buy 
jewelry,  sculpture,  basketry,  pottery,  katsinas, 
fetishes,  sculpture,  beadwork,  leather  work, 
weavings,  original  and  limited  edition  paint¬ 
ings  and  prints,  and  more.  Markets  include  art 
demonstrations,  lectures  and  book  signings. 

Visit  www.iaca.com  or  call  505-265-9149. 

Museum  of  the  Plains  Indian 

The  Museum  of  the  Plains  Indian  an¬ 
nounces  the  opening  of  the  exhibition,  “Lloyd 
C.  and  Mary  Top  Sky:  Feathersmith,”  at  the 
museum  in  Browning. 

Lloyd,  a  member  of  the  Chippewa  Cree 
Tribe  in  Montana,  and  Mary,  a  member  of  the 
Pueblo  of  San  Felipe  in  New  Mexico,  strive 
to  closely  follow  the  teaching  of  their  elders 
by  using  smoked  and  hand-tanned  rawhide 
from  moose,  elk,  deer,  buffalo,  and  other  large 
animals  to  create  their  pieces. 

The  Top  Skys’  work  consists  of  unique 
contemporary  and  ceremonial  art  and  craft 
pieces  using  exotic  and  painted  feathers. 

This  exhibition  continues  through  April  20, 
2010.  The  museum  is  at  the  junction  of  U.S. 
Highways  2  and  89  West  in  Browning;  for 
more  information  call  406-338-2230. 

Indigenous  Summer  Theater 

Npustin,  an  indigenous  arts  organization 
collaborating  with  the  Arlee  Community  De¬ 
velopment  Corporation,  is  growing  a  theatre. 

During  summer  2010  two  productions  will 
take  place,  beginning  with  a  reenactment  of 
the  signing  of  the  Hell  Gate  Treaty,  presented 
during  the  Arlee  Celebration  in  July.  This 
treaty  established  the  Flathead  Indian  Reser¬ 
vation  by  reserving  a  very  small  portion  of 
Salish  aboriginal  territory  as  a  homeland  for 
the  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes. 

The  second  is  a  new  production  of  Salish 
playwright  and  poet  Victor  Charlo,  “Moon 
over  Mission  Dam,”  which,  along  with  the 
Treaty  Reenactment,  is  scheduled  for  two 
performances  in  August  and  September. 


These  events  will  coincide  with  the  2010 
commemoration  of  the  100-year  anniversary 
of  the  opening  of  the  Flathead  Reservation  to 
homesteading  in  1910. 

Auditions  for  the  Treaty  Performance  take 
place  1  -4  pm.  April  25  and  7  p.m.  April  26 
at  the  Hangin’  Art  Gallery  in  Arlee.  Audi¬ 
tions  for  “Moon  over  Mission  Dam”  are 
1-4  p.m.  May  23  and  7  p.m.  May  24.  For 
details,  call  the  gallery  at  406-726-5005. 

This  is  the  first  sprout  of  a  three-year  plan 
to  develop  a  theater  festival  at  the  Arlee  Pow 
Wow  Grounds,  a  traditional  gathering  place 
of  the  Salish  and  Pend  d’Oreille  people.  The 
ultimate  goal  is  to  develop  a  Fine  Arts  Center 
in  the  Jocko  Valley,  incorporating  visual, 
performing  and  written  arts  and  other  forms 
of  artistic  expressions. 

The  center  will  support  native  artists  and 
other  artists  while  it  serves  as  an  education 
center  for  local  children  and  a  center  for 
access  to  and  participation  in  the  arts  for  the 
whole  community. 

In  2007,  Julie  Cajune  and  Jennifer  Greene 
collaborated  to  form  Npustin,  an  indigenous 
arts  organization  aimed  at  making  art,  culture 
and  history  accessible,  relevant  and  exciting. 
They  also  wrote  and  produced  the  CD  Heart 
of  the  Bitterroot:  Voices  of  Salish  and  Pend 
d'Oreille  Women.  Their  efforts  set  the  stage 
to  move  the  dream  into  a  larger  context. 

The  Arlee  Community  Development  Cor¬ 
poration  (Arlee  CDC),  in  partnership  with 
the  Confederated  Salish  and  Kootenai  Tribes, 
received  a  Big  Sky  Trust  Fund  Category  II 
planning  grant  in  2009  to  create  business 
plans  for  the  Jocko  Valley  to  become  an  arts 
and  culture  destination. 

“We  Have  Stories  To  Tell”  is  a  theme 
that  connects  all  the  projects.  Goals  include 
helping  tribal  people  tell  enduring  stories 
that  have  not  yet  been  told;  further  develop¬ 
ment  of  Npustin  Press,  a  publishing  company 
dedicated  to  writing  the  history  of  the  Salish 
people;  and  a  multimedia  touring  production 
of  the  Heart  of  the  Bitterroot  CD. 

For  more  information  on  these  projects, 
visit  www.npustin.org. 


Smithsonian's 
"Native  Words, 
Native 
Warriors"  to 

tour  state 

The  Montana 
Historical  Society 
is  scheduling  the 
Smithsonian  Institu¬ 
tion's  "Native  Words, 
Native  Warriors" 
exhibit  for  venues 
across  the  state  to 
honor  Native  Ameri¬ 
cans  and  all  veterans 
for  their  service  to 
their  country. 

"This  is  a  rare  op¬ 
portunity  to  honor 
Montana's  Indian 
veterans,  and  all 
veterans,  as  well  as  to 
honor  the  important 
work  of  retaining 
native  languages," 
says  Society  Director 
Richard  Sims. 

The  Smithsonian 
created  this  exhibit 
to  tell  the  remark¬ 
able  story  of  Indian 
Marines  and  soldiers 
from  more  than  a 
dozen  tribes  who 
used  their  coded 
native  languages  as  a 
weapon  against  U.S. 
enemies. 

The  exhibit  is  on 
display  April  2-14  at 
the  Montana  Histori¬ 
cal  society  in  Helena 
and  then  visit  Mon¬ 
tana's  eight  reserva¬ 
tions.  Tribal  veterans' 
representatives  and 
tribal  councils  have 
been  invited  to 
honor  and  celebrate 
their  warriors  during 
each  four-day  event. 

The  exhibit  will 
cost  $35,000- 
$40,000;  for  more 
information  on  spon¬ 
sorship  opportunities 
or  individual  contri¬ 
butions  call  Sims  at 
406-444-1  799. 
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Governor's  Arts  Awards 


Hometown 

Celebrations 


Amy  Ragsdale  and 
Pat  Williams: 

Monday,  March  15,  5-8  pm 
Missoula  Art  Museum,  Missoula 
Chaired  by  Montana 
Ambassador  Tyler  Disberg 

Donna  Forbes: 

Friday,  March  26,  5-8  pm 
Yellowstone  Art  Museum,  Billings 
Chaired  by  Montana 
Ambassador  Doug  Jensen 

John  Buck,  Deborah 
Butterfield  and  Kelly  Roberti: 

Thursday,  May  27,  5-8  pm 
Riverside  Country  Club,  Bozeman 
Chaired  by  Montana 
Ambassador  Heather  Bellamy 

Need  more  information? 

Call  Cinda  Holt,  406-777-0090 


Website 
identifies 
Montana  place 
names 

If  you've  ever  won¬ 
dered  who  named 
Alzada  or  if  you've 
ever  pondered  the 
origin  of  Zortman, 
the  Montana  Histori¬ 
cal  Society  and  the 
Montana  State  Li¬ 
brary  have  developed 
the  perfect  website: 
"The  Montana  Place 
Names  Companion" 
is  now  freely  available 
via  the  internet  at 
mtplacenames.org. 

Based  on  the 
book,  Montana  Place 
Names  from  Alzada  to 
Zortman,  which  was 
recently  published  by 
the  Montana  His¬ 
torical  Society  Press, 
the  website  allows 
users  to  search  the 
online  "Companion" 
application  to  find 
information  about 
the  same  places  that 
are  highlighted  in  the 
book. 

People  can  explore 
Montana  by  search¬ 
ing  for  specific  place 
names,  key  words, 
phrases  or  personal 
names  that  might  be 
found  in  the  descrip¬ 
tions  of  the  actual 
place  names.  Search 
results  display  in  an 
online  mapped  ap¬ 
plication  that  allows 
viewers  to  view  the 
place  name  loca¬ 
tion  on  the  Montana 
highway  map,  a  state 
topographic  map,  or 
with  aerial  photos. 

The  website  also 
offers  a  means  for 
people  to  provide 
comments  and  feed¬ 
back  to  the  authors 
as  well  as  suggestions 
for  place  names  to 
include  in  future  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  book. 


Ceremony  2010:  Insights, 
accolades  and  good  cheer 


Ceremony  photos  by  Justin  DeYoung 


Crowd  mingles  in  the  rotunda  for  a  reception  after  the  ceremony. 


Council  members,  Ambassadors  and  the  Governor  and  Lt.  Governor  gather  for  a  group 
photo.  Front  row  (left  to  right):  Ellen  Ornitz,  Youpa  Stein,  Jane  Waggoner  Deschner  and  Tracy 
Linder.  Second  row:  Wilbur  Wood,  Toni  Broadbent,  Judy  Ulrich,  Pat  Williams,  Amy  Ragsdale, 
Kelly  Roberti,  Donna  Forbes,  Deborah  Butterfield,  John  Buck  and  Mark  Kuipers.  Back  row: 
Arlene  Parisot,  Rick  Newby,  Jackie  Parsons,  Kathy  Schlepp,  Montana  Poet  Laureate  Henry  Real 
Bird,  Governor  Brian  Schweitzer,  Lt.  Governor  John  Bohlinger,  Bill  Johnston  and  Rob  Quist. 


Governor's  Arts  Awards 


By  Cinda  Holt, 

Governor's  Arts  Awards  Program  Director 

Even  though  winter  storms  were  imminent,  positive  energy  and 
good  cheer  permeated  the  Capitol  as  artists  and  arts  supporters 
from  across  Montana  and  beyond  gathered  in  the  Old  Supreme 
Court  Chambers  on  Friday,  Jan.  22,  for  the  2010  Governor’s  Arts 
Awards.  Honorees  were  John  Buck,  Deborah  Butterfield  and  Kelly 
Roberti  of  Bozeman,  Amy  Ragsdale  and  Pat  Williams  of  Mis¬ 
soula,  and  Donna  Forbes  of  Billings. 

The  ceremony  began  with  a  prayer  from  Blackfeet  Nation 
Tribal  Chief  Earl  Old  Person,  a  poem  by  Montana  Poet  Laureate 
Henry  Real  Bird  and  an  introduction  by  Montana  Ambassadors 
President  Bill  Johnston.  Gov.  Brian  Schweitzer  addressed  the 
audience  while  other  speakers  offered  insights  and  accolades  on 
behalf  of  the  honorees. 

Council  members  Tracy  Linder,  Jane  Waggoner  Deschner, 
Youpa  Stein  and  Rob  Quist  and  MAC’S  Executive  Director  Ami 
Fishbaugh  introduced  the  honorees.  Friends  who  spoke  on  their 
behalf  were  Greg  Kucera,  Gordon  McConnell.  Juliette  Crump, 

Eric  Funk  and  David  Nelson.  GAA  Chair  for  the  Montana  Ambas¬ 
sadors  Toni  Broadbent  wrapped  up  the  ceremony. 


Montana  Ambassadors  President  Bill  Johnston  addresses 
the  crowd  in  the  Old  Supreme  Court  Chambers. 


Alexandra  Swaney  and  Rennan  Reike 
played  in  the  rotunda. 


Montana  Ambassador  Toni 
Broadbent  wrapped  up  the 
ceremony. 


Dancers  pay  homage  to  honoree  Amy 
Ragsdale 


Poet  Laureate  Henry  Real  Bird  addresses  the  audience. 


Barbara  Theroux,  Juliette  Crump  and  Ann 
MacDowell 
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Governors'  Arts  Awards  2010  Q&A: 

Honorees  reflect  on  the  creative  process 


The  six  Governor’s  Arts  Awards  recipients 
were  each  asked  to  answer  three  questions. 
Their  responses,  which  were  shared  with  the 
audience  at  the  awards  ceremony  in  Helena, 
were  so  inspiring,  we  thought  we’d  share 
them  with  our  readers. 

Who  was  your  greatest  influence 
and  why? 

Sculptor  Deborah  Butterfield:  As  we 

grow  older,  many  people  influence 
us  in  so  many  ways.  As  an  artist, 

William  Wiley,  Robert  Ameson  and 
Roy  De  Forest  formed  me  in  their 
own  goofy  ways.  They  encouraged 
me  to  recognize  my  true  self  and 
taught  me  how  to  work. 

Sculptor  and  printmaker  John 
Buck:  Artist  Roy  De  Forest,  who 
I  took  independent  studies  from  at 
the  University  of  California-Davis. 

He  was  a  very  eccentric  person 
-  kind  of  an  outsider,  who  was  able 
to  continue  his  work  without  much 
acclaim  or  support.  He  inspired  me 
to  go  to  my  studio  and  work  without 
worrying  about  fame  and  fortune 
and  all  those  superfluous  things. 

Bob  DeWeese  was  his  parallel 
in  Montana  -  also  a  somewhat  ec¬ 
centric  individual  who  was  inspi¬ 
rational  to  me  in  wanting  to  stay 
in  Montana,  and  be  independent  of 
all  the  social  pressures  of  being  an 
artist. 

Arts  administrator  Donna 
Forbes:  A  question  that  requires 
both  a  “who”  and  a  “what” 
answer.  In  answer  to  the  “what”:  1 
saw  those  two  great  museums,  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  and 
the  Museum  of  Modem  Art  when  I 
left  Montana  at  age  20  to  attend  art 
school  in  New  York.  It  was  my  first 
exposure  to  actual  major  works  of 
art,  past  and  present,  and  was  life 
changing. 

The  “who”?  Two  people.  First, 

Isabelle  Johnson  -  a  native  Mon¬ 
tanan,  a  rancher,  and  a  fine  painter, 
who  had  studied  in  New  York,  Los 
Angeles  and  Europe.  She  was  one 
of  the  state’s  early  modernists  who 
received  a  Governor’s  Award  for  the 
Arts  in  the  1980s.  A  tough  taskmas¬ 
ter,  but,  what  a  mentor!  She  would 
repeat  often,  “Look  to  the  masters;  and,  hold 
the  bar  high!” 

And,  of  course,  artist  and  curator  Gordon 
McConnell,  who  was  senior  curator  and  assis¬ 
tant  director  of  the  Yellowstone  Art  Museum 
for  16  years.  His  high  standards  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  art  and  art  museums  were  invaluable 
to  me. 

Dancer,  choreographer  and  teacher  Amy 
Ragsdale:  While  it’s  always  hard  to  single 
out  one  person.  New  York  choreographer  Bill 
T.  Jones  has  affected  my  outlook  the  most. 
After  working  with  him  and  seeing  the  way 
he  used  his  own  life  and  political  and  social 
issues  to  inspire  the  subject  matter  of  his 
dances,  I  switched  from  abstract  movement 
explorations  to  making  dances  with  more 
social  content. 

Jazz  bassist  and  composer  Kelly  Rober- 

ti:  My  father,  Erminio  Mike  Roberty.  Pops 
taught  in  the  Montana  public  school  system 
for  40  years.  His  relentless  work  ethic  and 
energy  was  something  to  behold  as  a  child. 

I’d  see  Dad  at  the  kitchen  table  with  a  couple 
of  packs  of  Marlboros  scheming  a  way  to  get 
the  mill  levy  to  pass.  Then,  the  very  next  day 
he  would  go  door  to  door  to  gamer  support. 

His  stubborn  insistence  was  what  most 
stuck  with  me.  My  father  was  an  enigma  to 
me  until  the  moment  after  I  witnessed  his  last 
breath,  then  it  all  made  sense.  He  and  my  dear 
mother  gave  me  music  from  the  day  I  was 
born  ...  everyday,  always  ...  music. 


My  mother,  Mary  Lee  Roberty,  was  the 
breath  of  less  intensity,  the  piano  player,  the 
reader,  the  mom.  She  made  everything  pos¬ 
sible  for  all  of  us  and  still  does. 

Former  U.S.  Congressman  Pat  Williams: 
My  grandmother  has  had  the  most  lasting 
influence  on  my  life.  She  was  an  Irish  immi¬ 
grant,  my  mother’s  mother.  She  helped  raise 
me,  taught  me  right  from  wrong,  kindness, 
and  humor. 


How  has  Montana  shaped  your  art 
or  life's  work? 

Butterfield:  My  art  and  life  have  been 
shaped  by  being  able  to  live  with  my  horses, 
and  I’ve  been  inspired  by  our  environment, 
the  openness  of  the  sky  and  the  people. 

Buck:  It’s  an  environment  that’s  important 
to  me  in  the  same  way  it  is  to  anyone  who 
walks  out  the  door  and  sees  the  beautiful 
mountains  and  rivers.  It’s  nourishing;  it  makes 
me  feel  like  I’m  in  the  right  place  at  the  right 
time.  ' 

Forbes:  Montana’s  isolation  from  this 
country’s  large,  encyclopedic  art  museums  has 
deprived  many  in  our  population  of  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  seeing  significant  historic  works  of  art, 
other  than  the  historic  work  of  this  region. 

I  knew  early  on  as  director  of  the  Yellow¬ 
stone  Art  Center  (now  museum)  that  a  facility 
that  met  professional  museum  standards 
would  be  required  if  loans  of  important  histor¬ 
ic  and  contemporary  art  were  to  be  approved. 
This  goal  shaped  my  work  for  nearly  24  years. 

Ragsdale:  Both  the  Montana  dancers 
and  the  audiences  have  shaped  my  work  a 
lot.  I  feel  very  lucky  to  have  been  able  to 
consistently  find  really  fine  dancers,  but  they 
have  rarely  been  uniform  in  the  style  of  their 
training.  This  has  been  great  for  me  as  a 
choreographer  because  they  don’t  necessarily 
move  the  way  I  do,  so  it  has  helped  to  keep 
my  work  from  getting  into  stylistic  ruts. 


Modem/contemporary  dance  is  still  quite 
foreign  to  many  Montana  audiences,  espe¬ 
cially  in  some  of  the  smaller  towns  to  which 
we’ve  toured.  In  an  effort  to  create  dances  that 
are  more  accessible  I  have  definitely  moved 
toward  more  “theatrical”  dance,  creating 
dances  with  more  narrative. 

Roberti:  Malta,  Montana,  in  the  1950s 
-  my  family’s  house  was  next-door  to  the 
band  room,  and  at  four  or  five  years  old,  I 
was  able  to  look  out  a  window 
and  see  my  father  conducting  and 
teaching  every  day.  I  would  watch 
in  awe.  That  Montana  experience 
let  me  understand  that  I  had  to  do 
it  myself,  all  of  it.  The  so-called 
isolation  afforded  so  much  room 
for  opportunity  ... 

I  didn’t  know  where  lines  were 
supposedly  drawn  by  the  culture 
and  I  know  now  that  I  stepped  over 
many.  But  I  fell  in  love  with  the 
music  and  was  intuitively  guided 
by  all  of  this  Montana  “elbow 
room”  to  go  for  it  all.  I  did  and 
continue  to  do  so. 

Williams:  Montana,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  my  hometown  of  Butte, 
greatly  influenced  my  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  connectedness  between 
the  environment  and  ourselves. 

Butte  taught  me  the  importance  of 
common  working  people,  both  the 
benefit  and  excesses  of  industry, 
and  the  value  of  caring,  activist 
government. 

Please  share  something 
about  your  work,  process 
or  inspiration  that  most 
of  us  don't  know. 

Butterfield:  Making  my  sculp¬ 
ture  is  similar  to  training  a  horse 
-  you  have  a  given  quality  of  mate¬ 
rial  and  through  conversation  and 
hard  work  you  try  to  build  some¬ 
thing  that  is  satisfying. 

Buck:  Carving  is  a  reductive 
process.  There  are  all  kinds  of 
reductive  processes  in  nature,  like 
wind  and  water  erosion.  When  I’m 
working  with  a  natural  material, 
like  wood,  it  has  it’s  own  charac¬ 
ter.  By  the  time  I’ve  completed  an 
object,  its  nature  interacts  in  a  way 
that  changes  or  compromises  the  original  idea. 
But  I  don’t  know  if  any  of  you  didn’t  already 
know  that! 

Forbes:  The  National  Endowment  for  the 
Arts,  through  its  western  affiliate,  the  West¬ 
ern  States  Arts  Federation,  hired  the  Curator 
of  Contemporary  Art  at  the  Brooklyn  Art 
Museum  to  curate  the  third  Western  States 
Exhibition.  She  visited  14  western  states, 
including  California  and  Texas,  in  the  late 
1980s.  When  she  finished  her  travels  she  told 
The  New  York  Times,  “I  don’t  know  why,  but 
I  saw  such  wonderful  work  in  Montana.”  For 
the  Yellowstone  Art  Museum,  this  was  a  pow¬ 
erful  endorsement  of  our  decision  to  focus 
our  collection  on  Montana  work. 

Ragsdale:  I’ve  moved  more  and  more 
toward  the  dancers  really  making  the  move¬ 
ment;  I  come  up  with  the  idea,  set  movement 
tasks  and  then  edit.  It’s  so  fun.  Rehearsal  is 
the  best  place  in  the  world  to  be  (after  being 
with  one’s  family). 

Roberti:  I  am  a  poet,  in  love  with  the 
language  we  share.  I  search  for  the  irony  daily 
that  sustains  us  and  try  desperately  to  shape 
it  into  form  . . .  humorous  or  not.  My  music 
comes  from  observation  and  the  need  to  be 
communal. 

Williams:  My  belief  in  government,  done 
well,  is  the  same  as  my  belief  in  the  value  of 
art.  done  well.  Both  government  (politics)  and 
art  require  inspiration,  risk,  patience,  insight 
and  a  trust  in  the  understanding  and  goodness 
of  people. 


Arts  spur 
economic 

growth 

In  Montana  the 
arts  complement 
our  natural  resource 
industries  and  spur 
economic  growth  by 
encouraging  artists, 
cultural  organizations 
and  entrepreneurs. 

Economic  devel¬ 
opers  tell  us  that 
creativity  and  innova¬ 
tion  are  what  differ¬ 
entiates  a  successful 
industry  with  good 
paying  jobs.  This 
success  can  only  be 
fostered  by  a  strong 
and  vigorous  arts 
industry. 

The  arts  gener¬ 
ate  benefits  that 
help  attract  business 
firms,  entrepreneurs 
and  talented,  skilled 
workers.  Businesses 
today  select  a  loca¬ 
tion  based  on  its  cul¬ 
tural  characteristics. 

The  energy  and 
skills  of  Montana's 
arts  industry  rep¬ 
resents  one  of  our 
state's  most  efficient 
sources  of  economic 
growth. 

-  Excerpt  from  the 
Montana  Arts  Council 
DVD:  "Montana:  The  Land 
of  Creativity  -  The  Power 
and  Potential  of  Arts- 
Driven  Economic 
Development  in 
Montana" 
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Staatsballett 
Berlin  brings 
world-class 
dance  to 
Bozeman 

Youth  Arts  in  Ac¬ 
tion  is  again  bringing 
world-class  ballet  to 
Montana  with  "Les 
Danses  de  L' Amour," 

7  p.m.  March  24  at 
the  Emerson  Cultural 
Center  in  Bozeman. 

The  performance 
features  classical 
and  contemporary 
dances  of  love  with 
pas  de  deux  and  solos 
by  an  international 
cast  from  Staatsbal¬ 
lett  Berlin,  including 
Montana's  own  Maria 
Sascha  Khan,  men¬ 
tor  for  Youth  Arts  in 
Action.  Staatsballett 
Berlin  has  been  voted 
by  dance  critics  as 
one  of  the  top  five 
ballet  companies  in 
the  world. 

Youth  Arts  in 
Action's  mission  is  to 
inspire,  educate  and 
sponsor  outstanding 
young  artists.  The  or¬ 
ganization  has  helped 
young  Montana 
artists  attend  such 
world-class  programs 
as  American  Ballet 
Theater  in  New  York, 
Kirov  Academy  of 
Ballet  in  Washington, 
DC,  the  Royal  Ballet 
School  in  London, 
England,  Bel  Canto 
Institute  in  Florence,  . 
Italy,  and  the  Bolshoi 
Academy  of  Ballet 
in  Moscow,  Russia 
(including  the  two 
youngest  Americans 
ever  to  be  accepted 
in  the  Bolshoi's  263 
year  history  -  both 
from  Bozeman). 

Tickets  are 
$1 5-$45  and  avail¬ 
able  by  calling  406- 
587-0245.  Visit  www. 
YouthArtslnAction.org 
for  details 


Arts  Calendar  -  March/April 


Bozeman's  Youth  Arts  in  Action  presents  "Les  Danses  de 
L'Amour,"  featuring  classical  and  contemporary  dances 
of  love  with  pas  de  deux  and  solos  by  an  international 
cast  from  Staatsballett  Berlin.  Above  is  Montana's  own 
Maria  Sascha  Khan,  with  Wieslaw  Dudek. 

(Photo  by  Lauren  Brown) 


Anaconda 

March  20 

Copper  Village  Benefit  Auc¬ 
tion  -  6  p.m.,  Elks  Club, 

406-563-2422 
April  25 

Anaconda  Live:  Rastrelli  Cello 
Quartet  -  2:30  p.m.,  Washoe 
Theater,  406-563-2606 

Big  Sky 

March  20 

Peggy  Dicken  Schwer  Memo¬ 
rial  Concert  Series:  Pavel 
Egorov  -  5:30  p.m..  Summit 
Hotel,  406-995-2742 

Big  Timber 

March  20 

David  Morgenroth  -  7:30  p.m.. 

The  Homestead,  Big  Timber 
Jazz  Society,  406-932-5710 

Bigfork 

March  6 

Glacier  String  Quartet 

-  7:30  p.m..  United  Methodist 
Church,  406-257-3241 

April  9-11 

Cowabunga!!!  -  Bigfork  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts, 

406-837-5888 
April  16-17,  23-25 

“Break  a  Leg”  -  Bigfork  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts, 

Bigfork  Community  Players,  406-837-4885 
April  25 

Taste  of  Bigfork  -  2-5  p.m.,  downtown,  406-837-5888 

Billings 

March  1-2 

“Cats”  -  7:30  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater,  406-256-6052 
March  5-7,  12-14,  19-21,  26-28 

“My  Way”  -  Venture  Theatre,  406-591-9535 
March  6 

Art  Auction  42:  “Hollywood  Extravaganza”  -  5:30- 
1 1  p.m.,  Yellowstone  Art  Museum.  406-256-6804 
March  7 

The  Wailers  -  8  p.m.,  Shrine  Auditorium, 
406-259-4384 
March  9 

“Harold  and  the  Purple  Crayon”  -  9:30  a.m.  and 
12:30  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater,  406-256-6052 
March  10 

Leahy  -  7:30  p.m..  Alberta  Bair  Theater, 
406-256-6052 
March  12-13,  18-20 

“P.O.V.  Teen  2010”  -  Venture  Theatre,  406-591-9535 
March  13 

Billings  Symphony:  ‘The  Planets”  -  7:30  p.m., 
Alberta  Bair  Theater.  406-256-3610 
March  13-14 

Rocky  Mountain  Arts  and  Crafts  Festival  -  Metra- 
Park,  406-696-6585 
March  14,  April  11 

Ballroom  Dancing  -  4-7  p.m..  Shrine  Auditorium. 
406-259-4384 
March  16 

“Charlie  and  the  Chocolate  Factory”  -  9:30  a.m.  and 
12:30  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater,  406-256-6052 
March  19 

Cirque  Mechanics:  “Birdhouse  Factory”  -  7:30  p.m.. 
Alberta  Bair  Theater,  406-256-6052 

David  Morgenroth  -  7:30  p.m.,  Taylor  Auditorium. 
Rocky  Mountain  College,  406-238-7283 
March  23 

Rock  and  Worship  Roadshow  -  7  p.m.,  MetraPark, 
406-256-2400 
March  25 

Lecture:  John  Pollock  -  6-8  p.m.,  Yellowstone  Art 
Museum,  406-256-6804 
March  26-27,  April  23-24 

Improv  Comedy  -  8  p.m..  Venture  Theatre, 
406-591-9535 
March  28 

Yellowstone  Chamber  Players  -  3  p.m..  Cisel  Hall, 
MSU-Billings,  406-248-2832 
March  31 

“Cabaret”  -  7:30  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater, 
406-256-6052 
March  31,  April  7,  14 

Opera  101  -  Backstage  at  the  Opera  -  7-9  p.m.,  Shi¬ 
loh  Methodist  Church,  406-671-2214 
March  31-April  3 

Walking  with  Dinosaurs,  Arena  Spectacular  -  Metra¬ 
Park,  406-256-2400 
April  3 

Crystal  Gayle  -  7:30  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater, 
406-256-6052 
April  6 

‘The  Incredible  Speediness  of  Jamie  Cavanaugh” 

-  9:30  a.m.  and  12:30  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater, 
406-256-6052 

April  9-11,  15-18,  22-24 

“The  Great  American  Trailer  Park  Musical”  -  Billings 
Studio  Theatre,  406-248- 1141 
April  9-10 

Women  of  Faith:  “Imagine”  -  MetraPark, 
406-256-2422 
April  10-11 

Antique  Sale  and  Flea  Market  -  Boys  and  Girls  Club. 
406-252-3670 
April  10 

OperaFest  -  Yellowstone  Country  Club.  406-671-2214 
April  11 

Yellowstone  Chamber  Players  -  3  p.m..  St.  Andrew 
Presbyterian  Church.  406-248-2832 
April  12 

“In  Search  of  Beethoven”  -  7  p.m..  Shiloh  Methodist 
Church,  Rimrock  Opera,  406-671-2214 
April  14 

Drum  Brothers  -  9:30  a.m.  and  12:30  p.m.,  Alberta 
Bair  Theater,  406-256-6052 

Leon  Redbone  -  8  p.m.,  Babcock  Theater. 
406-671-8565 


April  17 

Billings  Symphony:  Season  Finale  with  Andrew 
von  Oeyen  -  7:30  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  Theater, 
406-256-3610 
April  20 

Hats  and  Handbags  Fashion  Show  -  1 1:30  a.m.- 
2:30  p.m.,  Yellowstone  Country  Club, 
406-252-3610 
April  23 

NOFX  -  7  p.m..  Shrine  Auditorium,  406-259-4384 
April  24 

Dance  Showcase  -  7  p.m.,  Lincoln  Center  Audito¬ 
rium.  Billings  Chapter  of  the  Brain  Injury  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Montana,  406-656-2744 

Party  for  the  Planet  -  10  a.m..  Zoo  Montana, 
406-652-8100 
April  24-25 

Rimrock  Opera  Company:  “La  Boheme”  -  Alberta 
Bair  Theater,  406-256-6052 
April  30 

Boston  Brass  Quintet  -  7:30  p.m.,  Alberta  Bair  The¬ 
ater,  406-256-6052 

Bozeman 

March  1 

An  Evening  with  Blake  Mycoskie  -  7:30  p.m.,  MSU 
Strand  Union  Ballroom,  406-994-7275 
March  3 

MSU  Chorale  -  7:30  p.m.,  Hope  Lutheran  Church, 
406-994-3562 
March  5-6,  12-13 

“Frankie  and  Johnny  in  the  Clair  De  Lune”  -  8  p.m.. 
Equinox  Theatre,  406-587-0737 
March  6-7 

Bozeman  Symphony:  From  the  New  World  with 
Joseph  Gramley,  marimba  -  Willson  Auditorium, 
406-585-9774 
March  10 

The  Wailers  and  Passafire  -  8  p.m.,  Emerson  Center, 
406-587-9797 
March  13,  20,  27,  April  3 

Silly  Moose  Improv  Comedy  Show  -  2  p.m..  Equinox 
Theatre,  406-587-0737 
March  18,  April  15 

Equinox  Comedy  Death  Match  -  8  p.m..  Equinox 
Theatre.  406-587-0737 
March  20 

Tommy  Sands  -  8  p.m.,  Ellen  Theatre,  406-585-5885 
March  24 

“Les  Danses  de  L’Amour”  -  7  p.m.,  Emerson  Center, 
406-522-0404 
March  26 

Good  Wood  -  7:30  p.m..  Pilgrim  Congregational 
Church,  Bozeman  Folklore  Society,  406-586-4123 
March  27 

Metropolitan  Opera  Series:  “Hamlet”  -  1 1  a.m., 
Gallatin  Mall  Cinema,  406-586-4515 
April  2-3 

American  Indian  Council  of  MSU  Powwow  -  Brick 
Breeden  Fieldhouse,  406-994-3751 

S  &  R  Handcrafted  Gifts  Craft  Show  -  Gal  lathi 
County  Fairgrounds,  406-285-4317 
April  2-3,  9-10,  16-17 

“The  Rocky  Horror  Show”  -  8  p.m..  Equinox  Theatre. 
406-587-0737 
April  3 

Tim  Grimm  -  7:30  p.m..  Pilgrim  Congregational 
Church,  Bozeman  Folklore  Society,  406-586-4123 
April  7 

Faculty  Recital:  Rebecca  Hartka,  cello  -  7:30  p.m., 
MSU  Reynolds  Recital  Hall,  406-994-3562 
April  9-11,  16-18,  23-25 

“A  Grand  Night  for  Singing”  -  Ellen  Theatre, 
406-585-5885 
April  10-11 

Bozeman  Symphony:  Carnival  -  Willson  Auditorium. 
406-585-9774 
April  15 

Leon  Redbone  -  8  p.m.,  Ellen  Theatre,  406-585-5885 
April  17 

Bill  Cosby  -  4  and  8  p.m.,  MSU  Brick  Breeden  Field- 
house,  406-994-2287 
April  24 

Main  Street  Dance  Theatre  and  Yellowstone  Ballet: 
"Classical  Meets  Contemporary”  -  Emerson  Center, 
406-587-7192 
April  30 

The  Best  of  Broad  Comedy  -  8  p.m.,  The  Emerson, 
406-587-0737 


Butte 

March  2 

Butte  Community  Concert:  Ten  O’Clock  Classics 

-  8  p.m.,  Mother  Lode  Theatre,  406-723-3602 
March  6 

Butte  Symphony  -  7:30  p.m..  Mother  Lode  Theatre. 
406-723-3602 
March  12 

Lynn  Marie  Price  and  The  Wobbly  Boy  -  6-9  p.m.. 
Venus  Rising,  406-491-4476 
March  14-17 

St.  Patrick’s  Day  Celebration  -  Uptown,  406-723-3177 
March  26 

Open  Stage  Night  -  6-9  p.m.,  Venus  Rising, 
406-491-4476 
April  17 

Butte  Symphony  -  7:30  p.m..  Mother  Lode  Theatre, 
406-723-3602 
April  18 

“Cabaret”  -  8  p.m.,  Mother  Lode  Theatre,  Butte  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts,  406-723-3602 
April  24 

Butte  Community  Concert:Harry  James  Orchestra 

-  8  p.m..  Mother  Lode  Theatre.  406-723-3602 


Charlo 

March  4-6 

Save  the  Museum  Tours  -  1 1  a.m.-4  p.m..  Ninepipes 
Museum  of  Early  Montana,  406-644-3435 

Chester 

March  24 

Lecture:  Chrysti  Smith,  “Expressions  Exposed:  Cli¬ 
ches,  Idioms,  Proverbs”  -  2-3  p.m..  Liberty  Village 
Arts  Center,  406-243-6022 

Chinook 

Match  3 

Paul  Taylor  -  7  p.m..  High  School,  Northeastern  Arts 
Network,  406-488-3845 
April  14 

Scott  Kirby  -  7  p.m.,  High  School,  Northeastern  Arts 
Network.  406-488-3845 

Creston 

April  10-11 

Creston  Auction  and  Country  Fair  -  8  a.m.,  downtown, 
406-250-7396 

Dillon 

March  16 

Dillon  Concert  Association:  Chatterton  Duo 
-  7:30  p.m.,  Beier  Auditorium,  UMW, 

406-683-6481 
March  31 

Mud  Bay  Jugglers  and  Tune  Stranglers  -  7:30  p.m., 
Beier  Auditorium,  UMW,  Southwest  Montana  Arts 
Council,  406-683-7772 
April  11 

The  Ying  Quartet  and  Matt  Flinner  -  7:30  p.m., 

Beier  Auditorium,  UMW,  Southwest  Montana  Arts 
Council,  406-683-7772 

Eureka 

March  11 

Lecture:  Philip  Burgess,  “Penny  Post  Cards:  Home¬ 
steading  Women”  -  7-8  p.m..  Lincoln  County  High 
School  Auditorium,  406-297-5700 
March  27 

Mud  Bay  Jugglers  and  The  Tune  Stranglers  -  7  p.m., 
Lincoln  County  High  School  Auditorium,  Sunburst 
Foundation.  406-297-0197 
April  23-25 

Rendezvous  Days  -  various  locations,  406-889-4636 

Fort  Benton 

March  30 

Mud  Bay  Jugglers  and  Tune  Stranglers  -  7:30  p.m.. 
Elementary  Auditorium.  Chouteau  County  Perform¬ 
ing  Arts,  406-622-5677 
April  15 

“Rave  On”  Tribute  to  Buddy  Holly  -  7  p.m.,  Ag  Center, 
Chouteau  County  Performing  Aits,  406-622-5166 

Glasgow 

March  9 

Paul  Taylor  -  7  p.m..  High  School,  Northeastern  Arts 
Network,  406-488-3845 
April  11 

Scott  Kirby  -  3  p.m..  High  School,  Northeastern  Arts 
Network,  406-488-3845 


Award-winning  Aussie  performing 
artist  Paul  Taylor  celebrates  the 
vanishing  culture  of  his  homeland 
through  a  blend  of  stories,  music 
and  dance.  He'll  visit  Chinook, 
Glasgow,  Malta  and  Sidney. 


March/April  2010  •  State  of  the  Arts 


Arts  Calendar  -  March/April 


Glendive 

March  12-13 

Irish  for  a  Day  -  downtown, 
Eastern  Montana  Celtic 
Committee,  406-377-6565 


Deadline  for  the  May/June 
Arts  Calendar  is  March  25,  2010 

TO  SUBMIT  AN  EVENT: 

•  www.livelytimes.com, 
click  on  submit  an  event 
•  email:  writeus@livelytimes.com 
•  to  send  by  mail,  use  form  on  page  27: 
Lively  Times,  33651  Eagle  Pass  Trail, 
Charlo,  MT  59824 


The  Mud  Bay  jugglers  blend  juggling,  physical  comedy,  dance  and 
music  in  a  unique  and  hilarious  show.  Catch  them  in  Dillon,  Eureka, 
Fort  Benton  or  Seeley  Lake. 


April  9 

Ying  Quartet  with  Matt  Flinner  -  7:30  p.m..  Myrna 
Loy  Center.  406-443-0287 
April  17-18 

Gem  and  Mineral  Show  -  Helena  Civic  Center. 
406-442-5172 
April  17 

Live  at  the  Civic:  Rave  On  -  7:30  p.m..  Helena  Civic 
Center,  406-227-6588 
April  22 

Lecture,  Wade  Davis:  “Light  at  the  Edge  of  the 
World:  A  Journey  through  the  Realm  of  Vanish¬ 
ing  Cultures”  -  7  p.m.,  Carroll  College  Cube, 
406-447-1690 
April  23-24,  29-30 

“Chicago”  -  8  p.m.,  Grandstreet  Theatre.  406-447-1574 

April  23 

John  Jasperse  Co.  -  7:30  p.m.,  Myrna  Loy  Center, 
406-443-0287 
April  24 

Helena  Symphony:  “Barber  of  Seville”  -  7:30  p.m.. 
Civic  Center,  406-442- 1 860 
April  25 

Railroad  Fair  -  9:30  a.m.-4  p.m.,  Helena  Civic  Center, 
406-443-1578 
April  30 

Spring  Art  Walk  -  5:30-9:30  p.m.,  downtown, 
406-447-1535 

Kalispell 

March  3,  10,  17,  24 

FVCC  Honors  Symposium:  “Changing  the  World”  - 
7-8  p.m.,  Flathead  Valley  Community  College  Arts 
and  Technology  Building,  406-756-3822 
March  5 

FVCC’s  Got  Talent  -  6  p.m.,  Flathead  Valley  Commu¬ 
nity  College  Arts  and  Technology  Building,  Black 
Box  Theatre,  406-756-3891 
March  13-14 

Glacier  Symphony  and  Chorale:  “Night  of  the  Op¬ 
eras”  -  Flathead  High  School,  406-257-3241 
March  26 

Swingin’  on  High  -  7-10  p.m..  Eagles  Club. 
406-755-6088 
April  8 

Intersection  -  7  p.m.,  Flathead  High  School  Audi¬ 
torium,  Flathead  Valley  Concerts  Association, 
406-857-2098 
April  15-17,  22-24.  29-30 

“Evil  Dead,  The  Musical”  -  Flathead  Valley  Com¬ 
munity  College  Theatre,  406-756-3906 
April  24-25 

Glacier  Symphony  and  Chorale:  “Passion  Poetics” 

-  Flathead  High  School,  406-257-3241 

April  30 

Benefit  Auction  of  Miniatures  Preview  Party  -  5-7  p.m.. 
Hockaday  Museum  of  Art,  406-755-5268 

Lewistown 

March  21 

Spring  Fling  Trade  Show  -  10  a.m.-4  p.m..  Fair¬ 
grounds,  406-535-3441 
April  9 

Hunt  Family  Fiddlers  -  7:30  p.m..  Performing 
Arts  Center,  Community  Concert  Association, 
406-535-8278 

Libby 

March  13 

Libby  Irish  Fair  and  Dublin  Gulch  Concert  -  Memo¬ 
rial  Center,  406-293-6545 

Livingston 

March  5,  9,  16,  26.  30 

ArtAttack  -  7  p.m.,  Danforth  Gallery,  406-222-6510 

March  5-6 

“The  Mousetrap”  -  8  p.m..  Blue  Slipper  Theatre, 

406-222-7720 

March  12-14,  19-21,  26-28,  April  2-4,  9-11 

“Guys  and  Dolls”  -  Firehouse  5  Theatre, 

406-222-1420 

March  12 

Taste  of  Livingston  -  6:30  p.m.,  Livingston  Depot 
Center,  406-222-2300 

Continued  on  next  page 


Leon  Redbone,  gifted  singer  and  guitarist  with  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  blues,  urban  folk,  jazz,  and  rag¬ 
time,  plays  in  Billings,  Bozeman,  Missoula  and  Whitefish. 


Great  Falls 

March  3 

Charlie’s  Top  Hands  Lecture 
Series:  Mac  Palmer 

-  7-8  p.m.,  C.M.  Russell 
Museum,  406-727-8787 

March  3,  6 

Foreign  and  Independent 
Film  Series:  “Lake  Tahoe” 

-  Great  Falls  Public  Library, 

406-453-0349 

March  4 

The  Russell:  Art  Auc¬ 
tion  Preview  -  5-7  p.m., 

C.M.  Russell  Museum, 

406-727-8787 
March  5,  April  2 

First  Friday  Art  Walk 

-  6-9  p.m.,  downtown, 

406-761-7156 

March  6 

Death  by  Dessert  -  6  p.m.. 

Chapel  Theatre,  Columbus 
Center,  406-761-0208 
March  7 

Cascade  Quartet  "Charles 
Ives”  -  2  p.m..  First 
Congregational/Christ 
United  Methodist  Church, 

406-453-4102 
March  9 

Cascade  Quartet  “Charles 
Ives”  -  7:30  p.m.,  C.M. 

Russell  Museum,  406-453-4102 
March  14 

Lecture:  “Science  and  Humanities  -  Inseparable  by 
Nature”  -  2-5  p.m.,  Lewis  and  Clark  Interpretive 
Center,  406-727-8733 
March  17-20 

C.M.  Russell  Auction  and  Exhibition  -  Best  Western 
Heritage  Inn,  800-803-3351 
March  17-21 

Western  Heritage  Artists  Association  Art  Show 

-  Holiday  Inn.  406-868-9649 
March  18 

Armchair  Traveler  Series  -  7  p.m..  Great  Falls  Public 
Library.  406-453-0349 
March  18-21 

Contway  and  Friends  Art  Show  -  Montana  ExpoPark, 
406-727-8900 

Great  Falls  Native  American  Art  Show  -  Mansfield 
Convention  Center,  Great  Falls  Native  American 
Art  Association,  406-76 1-1371 
March  18-20 

Njarch  in  Montana  Show  and  Auction  -  Town  House 
Inn.  Manitou  Galleries  and  Coeur  d’Alene  Art  Auc¬ 
tion,  307-635-0019 

The  Russell:  The  Sale  to  Benefit  the  C.M.  Russell 
Museum  -  C.M.  Russell  Museum  and  Meadow 
Lark  Country  Club,  406-727-8787 
March  21 

Great  Falls  Symphony  Youth  Orchestra  -  2  p.m., 
Mansfield  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts, 
406-453-4102 
March  25-27 

Great  Falls  Festival  of  the  Book”  “History,  Mys¬ 
tery,  and  More"  -  Great  Falls  Public  Library, 
406-453-0349 
March  26-27 

Made  in  Montana  Marketplace  -  Mansfield  Conven¬ 
tion  Center,  406-455-85 10 
March  27 

"Casting  Shadows:  Spooks,  Specters  and  Spirited 
Places”  -  11:30  a.m..  Great  Falls  Public  Library, 
406-243-6022 

Great  Falls  Symphony  and  Symphonic  Choir:  “Mon¬ 
tana  Soundscapes”  -  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts,  406-453-4102 
March  28 

Great  Falls  Community  Concert:  Butch  Thompson 
Trio  -  3  p.m.,  Mansfield  Theater,  406-455-8514 
April  1,  8,  15,  22 

Armchair  Traveler  Series  -  7  p.m.,  Great  Falls  Public 
Library,  406-453-0349 
April  7,  10 

Foreign  and  Independent  Film  Series:  “The 
Country  Teacher"  -  Great  Falls  Public  Library, 
406-453-0349 
April  11 

Chinook  Winds  “The  Beatles"  -  2  p.m..  First 
Congregational/Christ  United  Methodist  Church, 
406-453-4102 

Museum  Sunday  Sampler  -  noon-5  p.m.,  various 
museums,  406-727-8733 
April  13 

Chinook  Winds  “The  Beatles”  -7:30  p.m.,  C.M.  Rus¬ 
sell  Museum,  406-453-4102 
April  14 

“Hairspray”  -  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Theater, 
406-453-4102 
April  16 

Great  Falls  Symphony:  “Rave  On”  Tribute  to  Buddy 
Holly  -  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Center  for  the  Per¬ 
forming  Arts,  406-453-4102 

Star  Party  Extravaganza:  “Our  Local  Star”  -  6-9  p.m., 
Lewis  and  Clark  Interpretive  Center.  406-727-8733 
April  29 

Great  Falls  Community  Concert:  Boston  Brass 

-  7:30  p.m.,  Mansfield  Theater,  406-455-8514 

Hamilton 

March  4-7,  11-14 

“Annie”  -  Hamilton  Playhouse,  406-375-9050 
March  21 

Cirque  Mechanics:  Birdhouse  Factory  -  7:30  p.m., 
Hamilton  Performing  Arts  Center,  406-363-7946 
April  10 

Punch  Brothers  -  8  p.m.,  Hamilton  Performing  Arts 
Center,  406-363-7946 


April  15-18,  22-25 

“I  Hate  Hamlet”  -  Hamilton  Playhouse,  Hamilton 
Players,  406-375-9050 
April  30 

“Piazza  Italiana”  -  7  p.m.,  Hamilton  Performing  Arts 
Center,  River  Street  Dance  Theater,  406-363-1203 

Havre 

March  18-21 

“Joseph  and  the  Amazing  Technicolor  Dreamcoat” 

-  8  p.m.,  MAT  Theatre,  MSU-Northern,  Montana 
Actor’s  Theatre,  406-239-7060 

April  6 

Intersection  -  7:30  p.m..  High  School  Auditorium,  Nor¬ 
thern  Showcase  Concert  Association,  406-265-3732 

Helena 

March  1 

pureNRG  -  7  p.m..  Civic  Center  Auditorium. 
406-447-8481 
March  3 

Jason  DeShaw  -  7  p.m.,  Myrna  Loy  Center, 
406-227-6961 
March  3,  10,  17,  24.  31 

March  Lecture  Series  -  noon,  Montana  Historical 
Society,  406-444-2694 
March  5-6,  11-14,  18-21 

“You  Can’t  Take  It  With  You"  -  Grandstreet  Theatre. 
406-447-1574 
March  6,  12-14 

“The  Duck  Variations”  -  Montana  Club  Rathskeller, 
Ironfront  Theatre,  406-422-2927 
March  11-13 

Montana  Early  Music  Festival  -  St.  Peter's  Cathedral 
and  St.  John  Lutheran  Church,  406-933-5246 
March  16 

Jennifer  Smith  and  Scott  Friskics:  “Crossing  Boundar¬ 
ies:  Musings  on  Bach  in  the  Backcountry”  -  7  p.m., 
UM  Helena  College  of  Technology,  Room  125, 
406-461-9876 
March  18 

Tommy  Sands  -  7:30  p.m.,  Myrna  Loy  Center, 
406-443-0287 
March  21 

The  Klezmatics  -  7:30  p.m.,  Myrna  Loy  Center, 
406-443-0287 
March  26 

The  Parker  Quartet  -  7:30  p.m.,  Myrna  Loy  Center, 
406-443-0287 
March  27 

Helena  Symphony:  Vive  la  France  -  7:30  p.m..  Civic 
Center,  406-442- 1 860 

Metropolitan  Opera  Series:  “Hamlet”  -  1 1  a.m..  Cin- 
emark  8  Theater,  406-442-4225 
Spring  Arts  and 
Crafts  Show 

-  9  a.m.- 
4:30  p.m., 

Helena  Civic 
Center,  406- 
449-7801 

March  30 

Celtic  Legends 

-  7:30  p.m., 

Helena  Civic 
Center,  406- 
227-6588 

April  1,  8,  15, 

22,  29 
Thursday 
Lectures 

-  6:30  p.m., 

Montana 
Historical 
Society,  406- 
444-2694 

April  8 

Book  Discus¬ 
sion  with 
author  W.H. 

Muhlenfeld  - 
7  p.m.,  Lewis 
and  Clark 
Library,  406- 
447-1690 


Fort  Benton 
to  host 
Mullan  Road 
Conference 

The  Mullan 
Road  Conference, 
May  20-22,  cel¬ 
ebrates  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the 
construction  of  the 
historic  road. 

The  conference 
kicks  off  with  a 
walking  tour  Thurs¬ 
day,  led  by  resident 
mountain-man  Burnt 
Spoon,  and  followed 
by  a  reception  at  Old 
Fort  Benton,  the  re¬ 
constructed  American 
Fur  Company  trading 
post. 

Friday  brings  ses¬ 
sions  related  to  the 
Mullan  Road.  Top¬ 
ics  include  Old  Fort 
Benton  at  the  time 
of  Mullan's  two  visits 
in  1853  and  1  860; 
a  discussion  of  how 
Major  Blake  and  his 
men  would  have  seen 
and  experienced  the 
Upper  Missouri  and 
the  White  Cliffs  area; 
and  a  presentation  by 
Lee  Hanchett  about 
Montana's  Benton 
Road.  A  banquet 
that  evening  features 
a  talk  about  the 
Blackfeet  Indians  and 
life  at  Old  Fort  Ben¬ 
ton  at  the  time  the 
Mullan  Expedition. 

Saturday  brings  a 
road  trip  from  Fort 
Benton  along  parts  of 
the  Mullan  Road  to 
Bird  Tail  Divide,  and 
on  to  the  Dearborn 
River  and  historic  Fort 
Shaw. 

The  conference 
website  is  www. 
fortbenton.com/ 
mullan/.  In  addition, 
articles  on  the  Mullan 
Road  are  available  at 
fortbenton.blogspot. 
com. 
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Made  in 
Montana 
Marketplace 
March  26-27 

The  annual  Made 
in  Montana  Market¬ 
place  will  be  held 
March  26-27  at  the 
Great  Falls  Civic 
Center.  The  show  is 
strategically  timed  to 
connect  exhibitors 
with  wholesale  buy¬ 
ers  looking  to  pur¬ 
chase  for  the  spring 
and  summer  seasons. 

"The  Made  in  Mon¬ 
tana  Marketplace  is  a 
prime  opportunity  for 
producers  of  Made  in 
Montana  products  to 
gain  immediate  and 
widespread  exposure 
to  wholesale  buyers," 
said  Cov.  Brian  Sch¬ 
weitzer.  "The  Mar¬ 
ketplace  is  popular 
because  it  works." 

The  market  is  open 
Friday  to  wholesale 
buyers  and  Saturday, 
March  27,  to  the 
general  public  with 
$3  admission  (chil¬ 
dren  1 1  years  and 
younger  enter  for 
free). 

Exhibitors  produce 
everything  from  bar¬ 
becue  sauce  to  wood 
furniture,  and  silk- 
screened  apparel  to 
jewelry.  The  Artisans' 
Gallery  features  beer 
and  wine  producers 
and  works  by  high- 
end  artists,,  potters 
and  fiber  artists. 

A  full  list  of  current 
exhibitors  sched¬ 
uled  to  attend  the 
Made  in  Montana 
Marketplace  can  be 
found  at  the  website, 
www.greatfallsmt. 
net/events/madein 
montana.  For  details, 
call  406-455-8510. 


Arts  Calendar  -  March/April 


Livingston  (cont.) 

March  13 

Blues  at  the  Depot  -  8  p.m.,  Livingston  Depot  Center, 
406-222-2300 
March  19-20 

“New  to  You”  Arts  and  Antiques  Sale  -  Depot  Center, 
406-222-2300 
March  30 

Lecture:  Lynne  Spriggs,  “Images  of  American  Indi¬ 
ans:  From  Catline  to  Curtis  to  Contemporary  Indian 
Artists”  -  7-8  p.m.,  Danforth  Gallery,  406-222-6510 
April  9 

Film:  “Where  You  From”  -  7  p.m.,  Danforth  Gallery, 
406-222-6510 
April  23-24 

Big  Sky  Handbell  Festival  -  Park  High  School, 
406-222-2340 
April  24 

Railroad  Show  and  Swap  Meet  -  9  a.m.-3  p.m., 
Livingston  Depot  Center.  406-222-2300 

Lolo 

March  6,  13,  20,  27 

Winter  Storytelling  Series  -  1 1  a.m.-noon.  Travelers’ 
Rest  State  Park,  406-273-4253 

Malta 

March  7 

Paul  Taylor  -  3  p.m..  High  School,  Northeastern  Arts 
Network,  406-488-3845 
April  13 

Scott  Kirby  -  7  p.m..  High  School,  Northeastern  Arts 
Network,  406-488-3845  or  489-4304 

Miles  City 

March  5-6 

“The  Pied  Piper”  -  7  p.m..  Veteran  Administration 
Healthcare  Center  Auditorium,  406-234-9776 

Missoula 

March  1 

Lecture:  T.  R.  Reid,  “The  Healing  of  America:  A 
Global  Quest  for  Better,  Cheaper,  Fairer  Health 
Care”  -  7:30  p.m..  University  Theatre,  Institute  of 
Medicine  and  Humanities.  406-243-4576 
March  2-6 

“Glengarry  Glen  Ross”  -  7:30  p.m..  Crystal  Theatre. 
406-243-6809 
March  2,  9,  16,  23 

The  Power  to  Move  -  7-8:30  p.m..  University  Center 
Theater,  406-243-5211 
March  3-6 

Dance  in  Concert  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Montana  Theatre, 
PARTV  Center,  406-243-4481 
March  4 

Sevendust  -  7:30  p.m.,  Wilma  Theatre,  800-965-4827 
Faculty  and  Guest  Artist  Series  Recital:  Angela 
Andersen,  mezzo  soprano  and  Anela  Pan usz.  piano 

-  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Music  Recital  Hall,  406-243-6880 
March  5,  April  2 

First  Friday  Gallery  Night  -  5-8  p.m.,  downtown, 
406-532-3240 
March  6 

The  Wailers  -  8  p.m.,  Wilma  Theatre.  406-243-4051 
Women’s  Fair  -  1 1  a.m.-7  p.m..  University  Center 
Ballroom,  406-203-4200 
March  12 

Many  Faces  of  Women:  Celebrate  the  Past  and  Envi¬ 
sion  the  Future  -  6-9  p.m..  Heritage  Hall  at  Fort 
Missoula.  406-543-3550  x238 
March  10-13,  17-20 

Beckett  Shorts  -  7:30  p.m..  Crystal  Theatre, 
406-239-7060 
March  13 

Montana  Rockies  Bluegrass  Winter  Jam  Series 

-  1  p.m..  Ruby’s  Reserve  Street  Inn,  406-721-0990 
Chance  McKinney  and  Crosswire  -  7:30  p.m..  Uni¬ 
versity  Theatre,  888-MONTANA 

March  14 

International  Culture  and  Food  Festival  -  noon- 
5  p.m..  University  Center,  406-243-2226 
Mendelssohn  Club  Spring  Concert  -  7:30  p.m..  Uni¬ 
versity  Theatre,  406-360-9949 
Faculty  and  Guest  Artist  Series  Recital:  Montana 
Piano  Trio  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Music  Recital  Hall, 
406-243-6880 
March  14-15 

Montana  Early  Music  Festival  -  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran 
Church.  406-543-5059 
March  16 

Lecture:  Kathy  Eyster,  “Printing  and  Outsourcing 
Your  Digital  Images”  -  7-9  p.m..  Rocky  Mountain 
School  of  Photography  Gallery,  406-543-0171 
Faculty  and  Guest  Artist  Series  Recital:  Christopher 
Hahn  and  Karen  Beres,  piano,  and  Lance  Drege 
and  Robert  LedBetter,  percussion  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM 
Music  Recital  Hall.  406-243-6880 


Mike  Lozar  plays  Oscar  Madison  and  Neal 
Lewing  portrays  Felix  Unger  in  'The  Odd 
Couple."  The  Port  Poison  Players  stage  Neil 
Simon's  comedy  March  19-28  in  Poison. 


March  16-20,  23-27 

“Tongue  of  a  Bird”  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Masquer  The¬ 
ater,  406-239-6436 
March  16 

Vampire  Weekend  -  9  p.m., 

Wilma  Theatre,  406-243-6 1 39 
March  17 

Indigo  Girls  -  8  p.m..  University 
Theatre,  406-243-4051 
March  19-21,  24-28 

“Grease”  -  MCT  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts, 

406-728-PLAY 
March  20-21 

Missoula  Symphony:  “Passion 
and  Redemption”  -  University 
Theatre,  406-243-4993 
March  22 

Lecture:  Alexander  Nehamas, 

“Because  It  Was  He,  Because 
It  Was  I:  The  Good  of  Friend¬ 
ship”  -  8  p.m..  University 
Theatre,  406-243-2522 
March  23 

Tommy  Sands  -  7  p.m., 

UM  Music  Rectial  Hall, 

406-243-6880 
March  24 

Ladysmith  Black  Mambazo 

-  8  p.m..  University  Theatre, 

406-243-4051 

March  24-27 

Live  Cabaret  -  8  p.m.,  Crystal 
Theatre,  Montana  Actors 
Theatre,  406-239-7060 
March  25 

String  Orchestra  of  the  Rockies:  Special  Chamber 
Music  Event  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Music  Recital  Hall. 
406-728-8203 

Faculty  and  Guest  Artist  Series  Recital:  Christopher 
Kirkpatrick,  clarinet  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Music  Recital 
Hall,  406-243-6880 
March  28 

Faculty  and  Guest  Artist  Series  Recital:  David  Mor- 
genroth,  piano  -  7:30  p.m..  UM  Music  Recital  Hall, 
406-243-6880 
April  3-4 

Metropolitan  Opera  Series:  "Hamlet”  -  Roxy  Theater, 
406-728-9380 
April  3 

‘The  Wiz  of  the  West”  -1,3  and  5  p.m.,  MCT  Center 
for  the  Performing  Arts,  406-728- 1911 
April  5 

Lecture:  Linda  Bilmes,  "The  People  Factor:  Strength¬ 
ening  America  by  Investing  in  Public  Service” 

-  8  p.m..  University  Center  Ballroom,  406-243-2522 
April  6-10,  13-17 

One-Acts  by  Missoula  Colony  playwrights 

-  7:30  p.m..  Crystal  Theatre,  406-243-4581 
April  7 

Hank  III  and  Assjack  -  8  p.m..  Wilma  Theatre. 
800-965-4827 
April  10 

Odyssey  of  the  Stars:  “Opening  Doors”  -  7:30  p.m.. 
University  Theatre,  406-243-4971 
April  10-11 

Yonder  Mountain  String  Band  -  8  p.m.,  Wilma  The¬ 
atre.  800-965-4827 
April  13 

"Hairspray”  -  Adams  Center,  406-243-4261 
April  14 

Lecture:  Curtis  Sandberg  -  7  p.m.,  UM  Masquer 
Theatre,  Montana  Musem  of  Art  and  Culture, 
406-243-2019 
April  16-17 

Kyi-Yo  Celebration  -  Adams  Center,  406-243-4261 
April  16 

Leon  Redbone  -  8  p.m.,  Wilma  Theatre, 

800-965-4827 
April  18 

Rave  On!  The  Buddy  Holly  Tribute  -  7:30  p.m.. 
University  Theatre,  406-243-4051 
April  19 

Drums  Along  the  Pacific:  The  Music  of  John  Cage, 
Lou  Harrison  and  Henry  Cowell  -  7:30  p.m.,  UM 
Music  Recital  Hall,  406-243-6880 
April  20 

Lecture:  Neil  Chaput  de  Saintonge,  “Creating  Beauti¬ 
ful  Landscape  Images:  Composition,  Light  and 
Exposure”  -  7-9  p.m..  Rocky  Mountain  School  of 
Photography  Gallery,  406-543-0171 
April  21 

Los  Lonely  Boys  -  8  p.m.,  Wilma  Theatre, 
877-4-FLY-TIX 
April  21-24,  28-30,  May  1 

“A  Midsummer  Night’s  Dream”  -  7:30  p.m.,  Crystal 
Theatre,  406-239-7060 
April  22-24 

UC  Spring  An  Fair  -  University  Center,  406-243-41 15 
April  23-24 

Buddy  DeFranco  Jazz  Festival  Concerts  -  7:30  p.m.. 
University  Theatre,  406-243-5071 
April  23-24,  27-30 

"The  25th  Annual  Putnam  County  Spelling  Bee” 

-  7:30  p.m.,  UM  Montana  Theatre.  PARTV  Center, 
406-243-458 1 
April  25 

Dolce  Canto:  “Poetic  Paths”  -  3  p.m.,  UM  Music 
Recital  Hall,  406-544-4023 
April  28 

Bruce  Cockburn  -  8  p.m..  University  Theatre, 
406-243-4993 
April  29 

Lecture:  Andrew  J.  Nathan,  “Does  the  Rise  of  China 
Threaten  American  Interests?”  -  8  p.m..  University 
Theatre,  406-243-2522 
April  30,  May  1-2,  5-9,  and  12-16 

“Peter  Pan”  -  8  p.m..  MCT  Center  for  the  Performing 
Arts,  406-728-PLAY 

Pablo 

April  9-10 

Spring  Arts  and  Crafts  Bazaar  -  9  a.m.-4  p.m.. 

People's  Center,  406-675-0160 


April  19 

Lecture:  Thompson  Smith,  "Treaties  and  Law” 

-  People’s  Center,  406-675-0160 

Plains 

March  7 

David  Morgenroth  -  3  p.m..  United  Methodist  Church, 
Sanders  County  Arts  Council,  406-544-6654 
March  28 

Amit  Peled  and  Christopher  Hahn  -  3  p.m.,  United 
Methodist  Church,  Sanders  County  Arts  Council, 
406-544-6654 


Poison 

March  12 

Cowboy  Ball  Fundraising  Banquet  and  Auction 

-  5:30  p.m.,  KwaTaqNuk  Resort,  406-883-1 100 
March  19-21,  26-28 

“The  Odd  Couple”  -  John  Dowdall  Theatre,  Port 
Poison  Players,  406-883-9212 
April  16 

Johnsmith  -  7:30  p.m..  High  School  Auditorium,  Big 
Productions,  800-823-4386 

Ronan 

March  4 

Dennis  Stroughmatt  et  L’Esprit  Creole  -  7:30  p.m., 
Ronan  Performing  Arts  Center,  800-823-4386 
March  13 

Flea  Market,  Art  and  Crafts  Sale  -  9  a.m.-4:30  p.m.. 
Community  Center.  406-676-5079 

Seeley  Lake 

March  28 

Mud  Bay  Jugglers  and  the  Tune  Stranglers  -  3  p.m., 
Seeley  Swan  High  School,  406-549-0933 

Sidney 

March  11 

Paul  Taylor  -  7  p.m.,  MonDak  Heritage  Center, 
Northeastern  Arts  Network,  406-488-3845 
March  13-14 

Women  of  the  West  Conference  and  Symposium 

-  MonDak  Heritage  Center,  406-433-3500 
March  25 

Lecture,  Arch  Ellwein,  “Buffalo  Hunter  Vic  Smith" 

-  7-8  p.m.,  MonDak  Heritage  Center,  406-243-6022 
April  8 

Scott  Kirby  -  7  p.m.,  MonDak  Heritage  Center, 
Northeastern  Arts  Network,  406-488-3845 

Stevensville 

March  5-7,  12-14 

“110  in  the  Shade”  -  Stevensville  Playhouse, 
406-777-2722 
March  5,  April  2 

First  Friday  -  6-9  p.m.,  downtown,  406-777-3773 

Superior 

March  26 

Chris  Hahn  and  Amit  Peled  -  7  p.m..  Baptist  Church, 
Mineral  County  Arts  Council,  406-822-4800 

Virginia  City 

March  20,  April  17 

Winter  Chautauqua  -  6:30  p.m.,  Elling  House  Arts 
and  Humanities  Center,  406-843-5454 

Whitefish 

March  5-7,  12-14 

“The  Clean  House”  -  O’Shaughnessy  Center, 
406-862-5371 
March  7 

Glacier  String  Quartet  -  3  p.m.,  Whitefish  Performing 
Arts  Center.  406-257-3241 
March  20 

The  Klezmatics  -  7:30  p.m.,  O’Shaughnessy  Center, 
406-862-5371 
March  21-22 

Black  Curtain  Staged  Reading:  “The  Drawer  Boy” 

-  7:30  p.m.,  O’Shaughnessy  Center,  406-862-5371 
April  10 

The  Ying  Quartet  with  Matt  Flinner  -  7:30  p.m.. 
O’Shaughnessy  Center,  406-862-5371 
April  17 

Leon  Redbone  -  7:30  p.m.,  O’Shaughnessy  Center, 
406-862-5371 
April  30 

“Willie  Wonka  Jr.”  -  7:30  p.m.,  O’Shaughnessy  Cen¬ 
ter,  406-862-5371 

Whitehall 

April  10 

Lecture:  Mary  Murphy,  "Remember  Me:  Women, 
Quilts  and  Montana  History”  -  2-3  p.m..  Commu¬ 
nity  Library,  Speakers  Bureau,  406-243-6022 

Willow  Creek 

April  18 

J.  Kathleen  White.  “21  Day  Hikes  in  the  Umbra 
Region  of  the  Verpertine”  -  5-9  p.m..  Aunt  Dole’s, 
406-285-6996 


The  acclaimed  Ying  Quartet  joins  accomplished  multi-instru¬ 
mentalist  Matt  Flinner  for  concerts  in  Dillon,  Helena  and 

Whitefish.  (Kurt  Brownell  Photography) 
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Exhibitions,  March/April 


Venus  Rising  Gallery:  Butte 
High  School  Best  of  Show 
Exhibition,  March  5- 
April  29;  406-491-4476 

Chester 

Liberty  Village  Arts  Center: 

Benny  Alba  and  Youth  Art 
Month,  month  of  March; 
Leslie  McNeil,  month  of 
April;  406-759-5652 

Colstrip 

Schoolhouse  History  and  Art 
Center:  Student  Art  Show, 
March  2-25;  American  History 
Prints,  April  1-28;  406-748- 


Sewn  drawings  by  China  Marks  are  on  display  through 
April  17  at  Paris  Gibson  Square  Museum  of  Art  in  Great 
Falls. 


Anaconda 

Copper  Village  Museum  and  Arts  Center: 

Anaconda  Elementary  and  Head  Start 
Student  Exhibit,  March  2-3 1 ;  Anaconda 
High  School  Student  Exhibit,  April  5- 
May  8;  406-563-2422 

Big  Sky 

Gallatin  River  Gallery,  Meadow  Village: 

Diana  Tremaine,  “Canidae,”  through 
April  10;  406-995-2909 

Billings 

Jens  Gallery  and  Design:  “My  Grand¬ 
mothers  Both  Wore  Dresses,”  through 
March  31;  406-697-0153 
Northcutt  Steele  Gallery,  MSU-Billings: 
“Picturing  Paradise:  Cuadros  from  the 
Peruvian  Women  of  Pamplona  Alta  as 
Visions  of  Hope,”  through  March  12; 
Juried  Student  Exhibition,  March  19- 
April  16:406-657-2324 
Western  Heritage  Center:  “Echoes  of 
Eastern  Montana:  Stories  from  an  Open 
Country”  and  "The  American  Indian  Tribal 
Histories  Project,”  ongoing;  406-256-6809 
Yellowstone  Art  Museum:  Art  Auction  42 
Exhibit,  through  March  6;  “Humble  Grace: 
A  Tribute  to 
Frances  Senska,” 

March  19- 
June  27; 

“Speaking 
Volumes: 

Transforming 
Hate,”  March  25- 
June  27, 
reception 
5:30  p.m. 

April  1 ;  “Equine 
Muse:  Deborah 
Butterfield,” 
through 
June  20;  Polly 
Apfelbaum, 

April  1-Sept.  19, 
reception 
5:30  p.m. 

April  1:406-256-6804 
Yellowstone  County  Museum:  John  Petek 
Photo  Exhibit,  ongoing;  406-256-6811 

Boulder 

Boulder  Hot  Springs:  Roger  Mathis,  through 
March;  406-225-4339 

Bozeman 

Emerson  Center:  “Peculiar  Portraits,” 
through  March  5,  reception  5-8  p.m. 

March  4;  Adele  Pittendrigh,  “Life  Forms,” 
through  March  8,  reception  5-8  p.m. 

March  4;  Tracy  Linder,  “Work,”  March  15- 
May  21,  reception  5-8  p.m.  April  9; 
“Photographic  Studies  of  Italy:  MSU 
Students,”  through  April  23;  406-587-9797 
MSU  Helen  E.  Copeland  Gallery:  “Design 
Alum  Exhibition:  Class  of  1979,” 

March  29-April  16,  reception  7-9  p.m. 
March  30;  406-994-2562 
Museum  of  the  Rockies:  Francisco  Goya’s 
“Los  Caprichos,”  Feb.  20-May  16; 
“Survivor:  Jamestown."  through  May  16; 
406-994-2652 

Zoot  Enterprises  Gallery:  Theodore 
Waddell.  "Paintings  from  Barber  Road," 
through  April  30;  406-545-9407 

Browning 

Museum  of  the  Plains  Indian:  Lloyd  C.  and 
Mary  Top  Sky,  “Feathersmith,  through 
April  20;  406-338-2230 

Butte 

Museum  of  Fine  Arts  Butte  (MoFAB): 

Annual  Youth  Art  Exhibition,  March  5- 
April  29,  reception  5-8  p.m.  March  5; 
406-723-7600 


4822 

Glendive 

Dawson  Community  College  Gallery: 

Works  by  Kevin  Layton,  through 
March  5;  Laura  Youngbird,  “Waabi- 
Giziibiigiingwe,”  March  8-April  16; 

Spring  Student  Art  Show:  “Stupendous,” 
April  19-May  7;  406-377-3396 

Great  Falls 
C.M.  Russell 
Museum: 

The  Russell: 
Art  Auction 
Preview, 

5-7  p.m. 

March  4; 

“Hard  Twist: 
Western  Ranch 
Women,” 

April  22- 
July  4; 

"The  Bison: 
American 
Icon,  Heart  of 
Plains  Indian 
Culture,” 
ongoing; 
406-727-8787 
Galerie  Trinitas,  University  of  Great  Falls: 
“Tribute  to  Joe  Halko,”  through  April  30; 
406-791-5367 

Gallery  16:  Monte  Dolack  and  Tim  Austin, 
March  5-27,  reception  5-9  p.m.  March  5; 
“All  in  the  Family:  The  Warners,” 

April  2-May  15,  reception  5-9  p.m.  April  2; 
406-453-6103 

Great  Falls  Public  Library:  Big  Sky  Quilters 
and  Ladies  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernia 
Art  Exhibit,  through  March;  Great  Falls 
Spinners  and  Weavers,  month  of  April, 
reception  2-4  p.m.  April  17;  406-453-0349 


Francisco  Goya's  original  etching 
from  1798,  "Porque  fue  sensible" 


(Becase  she  was  susceptible),  is  part 
of  the  "Los  Caprichos"  exhibit  at  the 
Museum  of  the  Rockies  in  Bozeman. 


Normand  T.  Dahl  Gallery,  Great  Falls  High 
School:  Mary  Schneider,  through  March  5; 
406-268-6325 

Paris  Gibson  Square  Museum  of  Art: 

Dana  Berardinis,  “Recent  Works,”  Davi 
Nelson,  “Horizons,”  and  Sarah  Rowley, 
“Pulse,”  through  May  15;  “Sewn  Drawings 
of  China  Marks,”  through  April  17; 

Vision,  Strength  and  Access  Arts  (VS A) 
Exhibition,  March  4- April  1 1 ,  reception 
10  a.m.-2  p.m.  March  12;  Halley 
Gallagher,  April  1-June  29,  reception 
5:30-7:30  p.m.  April  1 ;  Great  Falls 
Public  Schools  Art  Student  Exhibition 
and  Advanced  Placement  Art  Students 
Exhibition,  April  29-May  26; 

406-727-8255 

Parking  Garage  at  315  First  Ave.  South: 

Winter  Urban  Art  Project,  through  May  5; 
406-452-9315 

j  The  History  Museum:  “Boy  Scouts 
Centennial  Exhibit,”  through  May  3 1 ; 

|  406-452-3462 

Hamilton 

Ravalli  County  Museum:  “Best  of 
Montana,”  through  April  15;  The 
Southwestern  Native  American  Pottery 
Exhibition,  through  March;  and  Exhibit 
of  Ancient  Pottery,  through  April  15; 
406-363-3338 

Hardin 

JailHouse  Gallery:  “Touch  of  Class,”  Grades 
6-8,  March  4-26;  “Touch  of  Class,”  High 
School,  April  9-30;  406-665-3239 

Helena 

Archie  Bray  Foundation  North  Gallery: 

“Sales  Gallery  -  Amplified,"  March  22- 
May  9;  "Beyond  the  Brickyard 
Exhibition,"  through  March  14; 
406-443-3502 

Carroll  College  Art  Gallery,  St.  Charles 

Hall:  Student  Art  Show.  March  22- 
April  23;  406-447-4302 
Holter  Museum  of  Art:  “From  the  Spirits: 
Paintings  by  Kevin  Red  Star,”  through 
March  7;  “Bruce  Park  and  Joe  Crowley: 

■  Recent  Work,”  through  March  31;  Nancy 
Erickson,  “We  Have  Always  Lived 
Together:  Selected  Quilted  Works  1998- 
2007"  and  "Magic  Carpets:  Tribal  Sofras 
from  Turkey,”  through  April  4;  “Marta 
Madden:  Wild  West  Shirt  Company,” 
March  9-April  11,  reception  5:30-8  p.m. 
March  12;  “Marie  Watt,  Forget-Me-Not: 
Mothers  and  Sons,"  through  April  25;  and 
Youth  Electrum,  April  9-May  2,  reception 
5:30-8  p.m.  April  9;  406-442-6400 
Montana  Historical  Society:  “Land  of 
Many  Stories:  The  People  and  Histories  of 
Glacier  National  Park."  ongoing;  “Native 
Words,  Native  Warriors,”  April  2-14, 
reception  6:30  p.m.  April  8;  406-444-4170 
Upper  Missouri  Artists  Gallery:  Sally 
Angove,  month  of  March;  All  Member 
Show,  month  of  April;  406-457-8240 

Continued  on  next  page 


The  John  Petek  Photo  Exhibit  is  on  display  at  the 
Yellowstone  County  Museum  in  Billings.  Above  is 
a  P-51  Mustang  fighter  escort  flying  over  southern 
Italy  in  1945. 


Art  helps 
children  be 
keepers  of 
cultures 

Throughout  human 
history,  art  has  been 
one  of  the  best  ways 
to  help  our  children 
to  be  the  keepers  of 
our  cultures. 

Inviting  local  folk- 
and  traditional  artists 
into  Montana  class¬ 
rooms  helps  teach 
our  students  about 
the  rich  cultural  heri¬ 
tage  within  our  own 
communities,  helping 
them  to  understand 
where  they  came 
from  and  how  to 
carry  what  is  impor¬ 
tant  from  their  past 
into  their  future. 

-  Excerpt  from  the 
Montana  Arts  Council 
DVD:  "There  Is  More: 

Supporting  the  Arts 
in  Our  Schools" 
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Seeking  artists 
for  Brunswick 
Building 
retrospective 

The  Brunswick 
Building  in  down¬ 
town  Missoula  is 
seeking  former  visual 
artists,  writers,  musi¬ 
cians  and  composers 
who  have  worked 
in  the  building  to 
submit  work  for  an 
invitational  30th  an¬ 
niversary  exhibition, 
which  opens  Oct.  13. 

The  exhibition  will 
feature  works  by  the 
diverse  group  of  art¬ 
ists  who  have  worked 
in  the  studio  spaces 
of  the  Brunswick 
Building  over  the  past 
three  decades.  "We 
strongly  encourage 
those  artists  with  ties 
to  the  Brunswick  to 
participate  in  this 
exciting  historical  ex¬ 
hibition,"  says  exhibit 
coordinator  Leslie 
Millar. 

Former  tenants 
may  submit  one 
piece  of  artwork.  Due 
to  the  number  of 
artists,  suggested  size 
is  no  larger  than  1 2" 

X  14".  The  gallery 
will  take  30  percent 
of  the  price  as  com¬ 
mission.  Proceeds 
will  help  pay  for  the 
exhibit  and  contrib¬ 
ute  to  upkeep  of  the 
building. 

For  a  prospectus, 
mail  Brunswick  Build¬ 
ing,  223  W.  Railroad, 
Missoula,  MT  59802; 
email  sciencewoman 
society@msn.com. 
Subject:  Anniversary 
Show;  or  call  Millar  at 
406-721-0591. 


Odyssey  salutes  illustrious  career  of  Bo  Brown 


This  spring,  the  College  of  Visual  and 
Performing  Arts  at  The  University  of  Montana 
celebrates  the  10th  anniversary  of  what  has 
become  the  college’s  signature  scholarship 
benefit  event,  Odyssey  of  the  Stars  -  A  Cel¬ 
ebration  of  Artistic  Journeys. 

What  better  way  to  celebrate  this  milestone 
than  to  honor  a  UM  alumnus  who  played  a 
major  role  in  the  arts  at  UM,  Dr.  Firman  H. 
(Bo)  Brown  (who  earned  a  bachelor’s  in  1949 
and  a  master’s  in  1953)? 

Students,  faculty  and  alumni  will  celebrate 
the  Arts  at  UM  and  the  illustrious  career  of 
Bo  Brown,  who  dedicated  his  life  to  open¬ 
ing  doors  for  students  and  the  theatre  arts, 
not  only  at  UM,  but  across  the  nation,  at 
7:30  p.m.  April  10. 

Brown  spent  his  undergraduate  days  in 
theatre  and  journalism.  While  a  student  at 
UM,  he  appeared  on  stage  in  several  produc-' 
tions  including  “Hamlet,’’  “The  Barretts  of 
Wimpole  Street”  and  “Dracula.” 

After  working  and  teaching  at  Northern 
Montana  College  in  Havre  and  undertaking 
doctoral  studies  in  speech  and  theater  at  the 
University  of  Wisconsin-Madison,  Brown 
returned  to  UM,  where  he  served  as  the  chair 
of  the  Drama  Department  (now  the  School  of 
Theatre  and  Dance)  from  1956-1969. 

During  his  tenure,  Brown  made  profound 
contributions  to  the  growth  and  stature  of 
theatre  at  UM  and  to  the  arts  in  Montana.  He 
established  the  Masquer  Summer  Theater  in 
1958,  in  a  remodeled  bookstore  space  in  the 
old  Student  Union  Building. 

In  1960,  he  turned  to  private  enterprise 
and  opened  another  theatre  door  with  his 
late  wife,  UM  Professor  of  Law  Margery 


Hunter  Brown,  as  they  established  the  Bigfork 
Summer  Playhouse,  which  they  ran  for  eight 
years. 

In  1967,  Brown  launched  the  inaugural 
season  of  the  Montana  Repertory  Theater  with 
an  ambitious  statewide  tour  featuring  three 
plays  in  repertory:  “The  Devil’s  Disciple,” 
“She  Stoops  to  Conquer”  and  “Julius  Caesar.” 

He  established  master's  and  master’s  of 
fine  arts  degree  programs  in  drama  at  The 
University  of  Montana.  He  was  also  a  weekly 
arts  columnist  for  the  Missoulian  and  a  found¬ 
ing  member  of  the  Montana  Arts  Council  in 
the  days  when  the  National  Endowment  for 
the  Arts  was  just  beginning. 

Brown  would  go  on  to  teach,  direct  and 
work  as  an  administrator  at  Ithaca  College, 
Rollins  College  and  Ohio  State  University. 

He  also  served  as  president  of  the  University/ 
Resident  Theater  Association  ( 1987-1990), 
a  national  organization  of  40  major  theater 


departments  and  regional  theater  companies, 
and  as  president  of  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Schools  of  Theater  (1990-1993),  the 
national  accrediting  body  for  theater  programs 
in  American  higher  education.  Some  20  years 
before,  in  1969,  he  had  guided  the  UM  Drama 
Department  to  review  and  membership,  which 
it  still  holds  today. 

Brown  returned  to  live  in  Montana  in 
2006,  and  in  2008,  The  University  of  Mon¬ 
tana  awarded  him  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Fine 
Arts,  in  recognition  of  a  lifetime  dedicated  to 
teaching,  scholarship  and  service  to  profes¬ 
sional  theatre  and  higher  education. 

Odyssey  2010  celebrates  Brown’s  con¬ 
siderable  legacy  and  the  arts  at  UM,  while 
spotlighting  students  from  the  Schools  of  Art, 
Media  Arts,  Music  and  Theatre  and  Dance. 

For  sponsorship  and  ticket  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  College  of  Visual  and  Performing  Arts 
Dean’s  office  at  406-243-4970. 


Exhibitions,  March/April 


Kalispell 

Hockaday  Museum  of  Art:  “The  Art  of 
Preservation:  Official  Centennial  Art  of 
Glacier  National  Park,”  March  4-May  15; 
“New  Artists  2010  -  Glacier  Inspirations,” 
March  25-April  24,  reception  5-7:30  p.m. 
April  8;  “Celebrating  Glacier,”  April  6- 
May  1,  reception  5-7:30  p.m.  April  8; 
“Ghost  Ranches  of  Montana  -  Works  of 
Jane  Stanfel,”  through  March  22;  Benefit 
Auction  of  Miniatures,  April  28-May  13, 
reception  5-7  p.m.  April  30;  406-755-5268 

Northwest  Healthcare  Healing  Arts 
Galleries,  Kalispell  Regional  Medical 
Center:. Mike  Spence,  “Adventures 
in  Photography,"  through  March  3 1 ; 
"Quilting  Stories”  and  “My  Montana,” 
through  March  8;  James  Jensen,  “The 
Bear  Man”  and  Victoria  Black,  “Colorful 
Thoughts,"  through  March  7;  “Adventures 
Near  and  Far,”  and  Pady  Dusing,  “World 
Images,”  March  16-Aug.  9;  406-257-4217 

Lewistown 

Lewistown  Art  Center:  Joe  Ziolkowski 
and  Edwin  Kern,  March  5-30,  reception 
4-6  p.m.  March  6;  James  Bason, 

April  2-27,  reception  5:30-7:30  p.m. 

April  2;  Lewistown  High  School  Art 
Students,  April  2-14; 
and  Junior  High 
Students,  April  14-27; 

406-535-8278 


Missoula 

Dana  Gallery:  Briar  Diggs,  “Native  Soul,” 
month  of  March,  reception  5-8  p.m. 

March  5;  406-721-3154 
Historical  Museum  at  Fort  Missoula: 
“When  the  Mountains  Roared:  The 
Fire  of  1910,”  March  28-January  31; 
406-728-3476 

Holiday  Inn  Downtown:  Kenton  Pies, 
month  of  March;  406-826-7788 
Missoula  Art  Museum:  “Marilyn  Lysohir: 
Good  Girls  1968,”  March  5-May  30, 
reception  5-8  p.m.  March  5;  Kevin  Red 
Star,  April  2-Aug.  27,  reception  5-8  p.m. 
April  2;  “Variations  in  Portraiture,” 
through  May  26,  reception  5:30-9  p.m. 
April  15;  “Tom  Foolery:  The  Vendorama 
Series,”  through  May  9;  “Griff  Williams: 

It  Is  Not  Down  in  Any  Map;  True  Places 
Never  Are,”  through  April  28,  reception 
5:30-9  p.m.  March  18;  “Donna  Loos: 
“Silhouette  Series,”  through  March  20; 
406-728-0447 

Montana  Museum  of  Art  and  Culture: 

“Speaking  Volumes:  Transforming  Hate,” 
through  March  6;  “Jam  Session:  America’s 
Jazz  Ambassadors  Embrace  the  World,” 
March  18-April  24,  reception  5-7  p.m. 
March  18;  406-243-2019 

Monte  Dolack  Gallery: 
“Egypt  Exhibition,!’  March  31- 
May  5;  406-549-3248 
Rocky  Mountain  School 
of  Photography  Gallery: 
Tom  Robertson,  Cycling 
Photographs,  through 
March  26;  406-543-0171 
UM  Gallery  of  Visual 
Arts:  BFA  Senior  Thesis 
Exhibition,  April  8-22, 
reception  5-7  p.m.  April  8; 
Cathryn  Sugg  and  Rebecca 
Weed,  April  29-May  14, 
reception  5-7  p.m.  April  29; 
406-243-2813 


Miles  City 
Custer  County  Art 
and  Heritage 
Center:  Southeastern 
Montana  Juried 
Exhibit,  through 
March  7;  Jennifer 
Pulchinski,  “We,” 
and  “Master  Weavers: 
Living  Treasures,” 
March  14-April  25, 
reception  1-4  p.m. 
March  14;  and  “Home 
of  L.A.  Huffman 
Photographs,” 
ongoing; 
406-234-0635 


The  Custer  County  Art  Center  in 
Miles  City  shows  Jennifer  Pulchin- 
ski's  work  in  "WE,"  a  collection  of 
her  larger-than-life-size  drawings. 


Pablo 

People’s  Center:  “Opening 
of  the  Flathead  Indian 
Reservation,”  March  29- 
Sept.  30;  406-675-0160 


Kevin  Red  Star's  "River  Crow"  is  on 
display  at  the  Missoula  Art  Museum 
April  2-Aug.  27. 


Poison 

Sandpiper  Gallery:  “Black  and  White 
and  Shades  of  Gray,”  through  April  3; 
“Creative  Visions.”  April  6-May  15, 
reception  5-7  p.m.  April  9;  406-883-5956 

Red  Lodge 

Depot  Gallery:  Carbon  County  Student 
Exhibit,  month  of  March,  reception  2  p.m. 
March  6;  Rocky  Mountain  Regional  Juried 
Exhibition,  April  1-30,  reception  4-6  p.m. 
April  9;  406-446-1370 
Red  Lodge  Clay  Center:  Susan  Beiner, 

Sam  Chung  and  Kurt  Weiser,  March  5-28, 
reception  5-7  p.m.  March  12;  Featured 
Artist  Sue  Tirrell,  month  of  March;  Don 
Hedman  and  Friends,  April  9-30,  reception 
5-7  p.m.  April  9;  Featured  Artist  Matt 
Huylek,  April  2-30;  406-446-3993 

Ronan 

Red  Poppy:  Kay  Wearley,  reception  I  p.m. 
March  28;  Olivia  Olsen  Students’  Show, 
reception  1  p.m.  April  25;  406-676-3010 

Sidney 

MonDak  Heritage  Center:  Ken  Dalgamo: 
Sculpted  Landscape,  March  1 5- April  30; 
Youth  Art  Show,  March  10-April  3;  Quilt 
Show,  through  March  6;  Photography  by 
Crystal  Bradley,  April  6-May  29;  and  Scott 
Kirby,  April  6-10;  406-433-3500 
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Poets  Reaching  Out 


Missoula  writer  does  outreach  in  Hydaburg,  Alaska 


In  continuation  of  the  poetry  advo¬ 
cacy  series  begun  in  the  last  edition 
of  State  of  the  Arts,  poet  Robert  Lee 
shares  his  experiences  as  a  Missoula 
Writing  Collaborative  Poet-in-Resi- 
dence  in  Hydaburg,  AK.  For  the  last 
two  years  Robert  has  spent  a  month 
with  Haida  Indian  students,  teaching 
writing  skills. 

The  advocacy  in  this  piece  emerges 
in  the  recognition  that  teaching  poetry 
is  not  merely  a  skill  of  art,  but  a  gift  of 
articulation  for  kids  struggling  to  find 
their  way  in  an  increasingly  complex 
world  -  thus,  ultimately,  a  civic  skill. 

That  Montana  poets  can  do  this  kind  of 
advocacy  is  a  credit  to  the  state. 

-  Lisa  Simon  An  avid  young  learner  at  Hydaburg  School  in  Alaska. 


By  Robert  Lee 
Poet  and  novelist 

“Robert  Lee,  When  are  you  coming  to  my 
class?” 

“Robert  Lee,  want  to  try  my  new  skate¬ 
board?” 

“Robert  Lee,  I’m  going  to  be  published 
like  my  sister.” 

I  hear  my  name  echo  like  birdsong  in  the 
misty  evening  air  and  my  steps  are  suddenly 
lighter.  Acceptance  in  this  remote  Haida 
Indian  community  on  Prince  of  Wales  Island 
is  hard  earned  and  I  allow  myself  a  moment 
of  pure  delight. 

Last  year  there  were  no  such  welcomes  and 
the  students  themselves  were  difficult  to  read. 
Last  year  1  represented  the  outside  world. 
There’s  definitely  a  sense  of  “We  Haidas 
against  the  outside  world.” 

This  year,  I  am  a  team  member.  I  wear  my 
Haida  Warrior  sweatshirt  proudly.  Within  the 
first  week  of  this  month-long  residency,  I  am 
affectionately  pestered  about  coming  back 
next  year.  Yes,  I  hope  to  return.  I  am  deter¬ 
mined  to  continue  this  work  I  believe  in. 

Arts,  they  say,  are  the  first  to  go  in  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis.  But  what  we  do  seems  more 
than  art  education;  it  is.  I’d  argue,  fundamen¬ 
tally  civic. 

I  have  represented  the  Missoula  Writing 
Collaborative  (MWC)  for  the  last  two  years  in 
this  village  of  fewer  than  600.  Hydaburg  was 
founded  in  1911;  travelers  to  and  from  the 
town  traveled  by  a  combination  of  boat  and 
a  rough,  track  road  until  1984  when  a  paved 
highway  finally  connected  Hydaburg  to  the 
outside  world. 

During  my  residency  in  2009,  the  streets 
in  town  were  paved  for  the  first  time,  bring¬ 


ing,  among  other  things,  a  cacophony  of 
skateboarders  to  Main  Street.  A  large,  colorful 
totem  park  marks  the  entrance  to  a  modem 
school  building,  well  equipped  with  comput¬ 
ers  and  a  well-stocked  library. 

The  totems  represent  various  Haida  clans 
and  their  stories  and  were  created  by  local  na¬ 
tive  carvers.  Many  show  the  effects  of  age  and 
exposure  in  a  harsh  rain-soaked  environment. 

The  community  rippled  with  excitement 
this  year,  and  not  only  for  the  pavement, 
but  also  for  two  totem  poles  that  had  been 
recently  replaced,  with  much  traditional 
Haida  ceremony  and  dancing.  It  was  a  time 
of  intense  native  pride,  which  bubbled  into 
written  assignments  as  students  were  eager 
to  share  their  individual  involvement  in  the 
community,  I  taught  poetry  and  writing  skills 
to  grades  3-12  in  a  school  system  where  K-12 
enrollment  is  fewer  than  60. 

When  you  are  really  teaching,  you  learn 
more  than  you  teach.  This  is  not  a  new 
thought,  but  never  has  it  rung  so  true  as  during 
these  month-long  residencies  in  Hydaburg. 

The  Missoula  Writing  Collaborative’s 
unique  approach  emphasizes  the  expressive 
use  of  words.  We  don’t  just  teach  poetry  in  a 
traditional  (potentially  static)  way,  we  empow¬ 
er  kids  to  imagine  and  to  freely  express  what 
is  on  their  minds  using  all  the  tools  of  lan¬ 
guage.  We  give  them  time  and  space  to  select, 
re-select  and  puzzle  over  the  words,  images, 
metaphors  and  symbols  that  are  meaningful  in 
their  world. 

One  day  in  week  three,  M  came  into  class 
looking  as  if  her  soul  had  been  hung  out  to 
dry  in  a  rainstorm.  When  I  gave  the  writing 
assignment  she  simply  put  her  head  down  on 
her  desk. 


Once  the  other  students  were  ab¬ 
sorbed  in  their  writing,  I  sat  down  next 
to  her  and  said,  “Sometimes  when 
the  world  is  messing  with  my  head, 
it  helps  to  write  it  down.  Sometimes 
some  of  the  pain  stays  on  the  page. 
Write  anything  you  want  today.” 

She  responded  with  a  heart- 
wrenching  poem  about  feeling  invis¬ 
ible  to  her  Mom  and  Dad  and  she 
shared  it  with  me.  I  gave  her  a  blank 
poetry  journal,  telling  her  it  might  be  a 
good  time  for  her  to  write. 

When  she  returned  the  next  day  the 
journal  was  one-third  full.  One  of  the 
poems  was  eminently  publishable.  I 
told  her  that  and  got  a  small  smile. 

But  whether  published  or  not,  M 
has  a  new  ally  -  her  ability  to  express 
her  emotions  in  writing.  This  newly 
discovered  skill  can  help  her  face  life’s  many 
adversities. 

This  is  the  value  of  the  work  we  do.  It  is 
the  reason  the  MWC  is  worth  funding.  That 
day,  that  young  woman  alone  made  the  resi¬ 
dency  worthwhile. 

At  the  Missoula  Writing  Collaborative  we 
like  to  say,  “we  teach  kids  to  love  to  write.” 
MWC  has,  for  the  last  16  years,  sent  pub¬ 
lished  writers  to  schools  where  we  teach  not 
just  poetry  as  art,  but  fundamental  skills  of 
articulation. 

Through  writing  poetry  we  empower  imag¬ 
inations;  young  writers  learn  to  use  imagistic 
language  to  tell  stories,  to  nuance  phrases,  to 
articulate  complex  thoughts,  to  face  the  fear 
and  fun  of  public  speaking.  And  they  discover 
-  wonder  of  wonders  -  that  poets  have  testi¬ 
fied  to  the  sorrows  and  joys  of  life  for  many 
years  before  them. 

These  lessons  will  serve  students  well 
throughout  life,  whether  or  not  they  ever  pen 
another  poem. 

Going  Inside  Poem 

By  Andrea  (Grade  5) 

Hydaburg,  AK 

If  I  were  in  a  totem  pole 
all  the  Haida  knowledge 
would  be  in  me. 

I  feel  so  tall  against 
other  people, 
so  powerful. 

When  I  get  old,  I  will  be  weak 
but  I  won't  be  taken  down 
for  generations. 

So,  come  people,  look 
at  my  Haida  design  marks. 

Parts  start  falling  off  me. 

I  get  cracks  in  me 
but  I  still  feel 
strong. 

Years  go  by. 

I  am  taken  down. 

People  are  happy. 

Some  are  sad. 

I  feel  so  sad. 

I  am  taken  down. 

It  starts  with  a 
hard  cut 

to  my  trunk.  I  can  smell 
the  sawdust  getting  shredded 
beneath  me. 

I  am  happy,  though. 

A  new  me 
is  created. 

Note:  There  is  a  totem  park  just  outside 
Hydaburg  City  School.  Many  of  the  totems 
are  showing  signs  of  age.  Two  totems  were 
taken  down  and  replaced  in  the  summer  of 
2009.  Haida  Indians  from  several  areas  and 
almost  everyone  in  Hydaburg  took  part  in  the 
ceremony. 


Montana  Poet  Laureate 


Sell  Out  Crow  By  Henry  Real  Bird 


Sell  out  Crow. 

Who  are  they  that  give  water  rights 
away? 

Sell  out  Crow. 

Who  are  they  that  take  tribal  hay? 

Sell  out  Crow. 

Who  are  they  that  take  tribal  buffalo? 
Sell  out  Crow. 

Who  are  they  that  give  Mother  Earth 
away? 

Sell  out  Crow. 

Dog  called  man  was  looking  at  blue  sky. 
As  a  federally  funded  tribe  of  dogs 
Pull  the  teeth  of  dogs  that  think 
That  they  are  men.  The  chief  of  the  men 
Used  to  be  the  last  to  eat  but  now  the 
Dog  chief  just  keeps  making  a  sound 
Like  canvas  ripping. 

All  free  man  wants  is  to  be  sovereign. 


Photo  by  James  Woodcock, 
courtesy  of  the  Billings  Cazette 


About  the 
Missoula 
Writing 
Collaborative 

The  Missoula  Writ¬ 
ing  Collaborative 
(MWC)  has  been 
teaching  creative 
writing  to  children 
in  classrooms  since 
1 994.  A  professional 
writer  visits  a  school 
weekly,  often  tending 
to  several  classrooms 
where  they  develop 
close  connections 
with  students  and 
form  vital  partnerships 
with  teachers. 

Based  in  Missoula, 
the  collaborative  cur¬ 
rently  has  1 2  writers 
in  1 9  different  schools 
in  Montana,  including 
three  on  the  Flathead 
Reservation  of  the 
Salish  and  Kootenai 
Tribes;  a  number  in 
small  rural  schools, 
such  as  Ovando,  Po¬ 
tomac  and  Lone  Rock 
schools;  and  -  new 
this  year  -  a  residency 
east  of  the  Continen¬ 
tal  Divide  at  Helena 
Central  School. 

MWC's  first  col¬ 
laboration  outside  of 
Montana  occurred  in 
2007  with  schools  in 
Honolulu,  through 
the  Pacific  Writers' 
Connection.  The  next 
year,  with  NEA  sup¬ 
port,  MWC  launched 
a  pilot  residency  in 
the  predominately 
Haida  Indian  commu¬ 
nity  of  Hydaburg,  AK. 

For  information, 
contact  administra¬ 
tive  director  Megan 
McNamer  or  artistic 
director  Sheryl  Noethe 
at  406-549-3348  or 
visit  www.missoula 
writingcollaborative. 
org. 
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MNA  offers 
employment 
practices 
webinar  series 

The  Montana 
Nonprofit  Association 
(MNA)  is  offering  a 
webinar  series  titled 
"Avoiding  Lawsuits 
and  Unfair  Employ¬ 
ment  Practices:  What 
You  Don't  Know  Can 
Hurt  You."  The  series, 
presented  by  Ruth 
French  of  Associated 
Employers,  is  open  to 
members  and  non¬ 
members. 

The  MNA  offered 
this  webinar  series 
in  December  2009. 
Since  then,  numer¬ 
ous  MNA  members 
requested  that  they 
be  offered  again. 

The  webinars  are 
designed  to  clarify 
federal  and  Montana 
wage  and  hour  laws 
and  practices  essen¬ 
tial  to  all  nonprofit 
supervisors  and  em¬ 
ployees 

The  wage  and  hour 
webinar  series  is  part 
of  MNA's  Principles 
and  Practices  Imple¬ 
mentation  Training 
Series.  Participants 
will  learn  practical 
answers  to  the  most 
common  questions 
from  nonprofits 
and  will  hear  about 
the  most  common 
lawsuits  brought 
against  employers  for 
violation  of  wage  and 
hour  regulations. 

Continued  on  the 
sidebar  on  page  21 


News  for  Nonprofits 


More  on  independent  contractors  vs.  employees 


By  Carleen  Layne 
MAC  Accountant 

We  worked  haul  during  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature  to  modify  the  independent 
contractors'  law,  so  that  little  bitty  organi¬ 
zations  and  people  not  making  very  much 
money  could  be  exempted  from  the  require¬ 
ments  of  paying  workers’  compensation. 

According  to  the  Oregon  Department  of 
Consumer  and  Business  Services,  Montana 
has  the  second  highest  rates  in  the  country, 
just  below  Alaska.  Due  to  a  Montana  Supreme 
Court  decision,  we  have  a  very  black-and- 
white  procedure  for  determining  indepen¬ 
dent-contractor  status  in  Montana.  It  requires 
an  application  and  costs  $  1 25  for  two  years 
-  some  people  don’t  make  that  much  from  the 
gigs  they’re  getting  the  exemption  for.  1  am 
told  that  this  is  way  cheaper  than  purchasing 
workers'  compensation  insurance  for  yourself. 

Our  legislative 
efforts  failed,  but 
Butte  swooped 
in  and  got  an 
exemption  for  “(z) 
a  musician  per¬ 
forming  under  a 
written  contract.” 

They  convinced 
the  Legislature 
that  there  would  be  no  music  to  enjoy  a  drink 
over  if  they  didn't  pass  this  exemption. 

Plus  it  was  in  memory  of  dear  George 
Groesbeck,  a  beloved  Butte  legislator  and 
musician,  who  passed  on  at  a  young  age.  It 
passed.  I  talked  to  someone  at  the  Department 
of  Labor  recently  and  while  the  law  is  clear, 
they’re  still  not  sure  how  they’re  going  to 
administer  this. 

So  here’s  my  shot  at  a  description  of  how 
Montana  law  works  with  regard  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  for  both  potential  employees  and  poten¬ 
tial  employers:  Am  1  or  the  people  I’m  hiring 
independent  contractors  or  employees? 

This  is  a  huge  concern  to  employers  as 
well,  since  they’re  the  ones  who  pay  the 
workers’  compensation  tab  and  any  penalties 
...  if  they  get  it  wrong  and  get  caught. 

If  you’re  providing  a  service  to  someone, 
you’re  one  or  the  other,  either  an  employee  or 
an  independent  contractor.  If  you’re  provid¬ 
ing  a  tangible  product  to  someone,  you’re  a 
vendor,  and  that’s  a  whole  ’nother  thing  that 
we’re  not  going  to  discuss  here. 

If  you’re  an  employee,  the  employer  tells 
you  what  to  do  and  how  to  do  it,  provides  you 
a  place  to  work  and  equipment  to  do  the  job 


and  pays  you  a  salary  or  a  wage  and  fringe 
benefits,  which  at  a  minimum  are  their  share 
of  FICA,  unemployment  insurance  and  work¬ 
ers'  compensation.  They  also  withhold  federal 
and  state  income  taxes  from  your  pay. 

If  you’re  an  independent  contractor,  you 
probably  want  to  have  a  written  contract, 
which  lines  out  the  conditions  of  what  service 
you’re  to  provide  and  how  much  you’ll  be 
paid  for  it.  The  state  law  says  that  an  indepen¬ 
dent  contractor  must  be  “free  from  control  or 
direction  over  the  performance  of  the  person’s 
own  services,  both  under  contract  and  in 
fact.” 

Unlike  an  employee,  the  end  result  of  the 
contract  is  agreed  to,  but  they  cannot  tell 
you  what  to  do  and  how  to  it,  nor  provide 
you  a  place  to  work  nor  equipment  to  do  the 
job  (this  is  a  simplified  statement  of  the  law 
as  providing  a  work  place  or  equipment  is 
not  100-percent 
detrimental  to  the 
independent  con¬ 
tractor  status). 

Also  you  must 
be  “engaged  in 
an  independently 
established  trade, 
occupation,  pro¬ 
fession,  or  busi¬ 
ness.”  None  of  that  has  changed  -  the  law  has 
always  been  that  way  -  it’s  called  the  AB  test. 
The  difference  now  is  that  you  must  prove 
all  that  to  the  state  if  you  want  an  exemption 
from  the  requirement  to  purchase  your  own 
workers’  compensation  insurance. 

There  is  a  point  system  to  determine  if  you 
meet  that  requirement.  You  can  find  all  the 
pertinent  information  at  Labor  and  Industry’s 
website  at  erd.dli.mt.gov/wcregs/iccu.asp. 

The  one  exception  to  all  the  above  is  if  you 
“regularly  and  customarily  perform  services 
at  your  own  fixed  business  location,”  then 
you  are  considered  to  not  need  an  indepen¬ 
dent  contractor  exemption  or  coverage  (for 
example,  a  Main  Street  business  owner  or 
professional  services  such  as  an  attorney  or 
CPA  provides). 

Then  there’s  the  list  of  workers’  compensa¬ 
tion  exemptions,  of  which  musicians  perform¬ 
ing  under  a  written  contract  mentioned  above 
is  “z.”  You  can  look  at  that  list  in  Montana 
Codes  at  data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/39/71/39- 
71-401.htm. 

The  other  option  for  employers  is  one  I 
heard  about  from  Ed  Noonan  at  the  Myma 
Loy  Center  here  in  Helena. 


An  employer  can  choose  to  cover  their 
contractors  and  even  their  volunteers  through 
workers’  compensation  -  the  bottom-line  is¬ 
sue  is,  and  always  has  been,  liability,  i.e.  who 
pays  WHEN  someone  gets  hurt. 

Here’s  what  Ed  says  about  their  coverage: 
“The  Myma  uses  Class  Code  9156  -  Theater: 
Players,  Entertainers,  Musicians  (This  also 
covers  technicians).  You  estimate  your  total 
contract  cost  and  reduce  by  a  percentage  for 
transportation,  hospitality,  etc.  for  inclusive 
fees.  This  then  covers  all  contract  workers  for 
performances.” 

Ed  says  the  cost  is  not  exorbitant — the  rate 
at  this  time  is  $7.76  per  $100  in  contracted 
services  paid.  The  rate  for  an  employee  do¬ 
ing  this  kind  of  work  is  identical  to  the  rate 
charged  if  you  elect  to  cover  your  contrac¬ 
tors  for  workers’  compensation,  according  to 
Workers’  Comp  staff. 

The  rates  vary  by  experience  into  multiple 
tiers.  Seems  high  to  me,  but  it’s  dangerous 
work  -  not  like  sitting  behind  a  computer. 

I  haven’t  even  talked  about  general  li¬ 
ability  insurance  coverage  and  how  that  might 
be  handled  if  there  were  a  claim  for  an  injury. 
Because  WHEN  someone  gets  hurt,  the  or¬ 
ganization  is  liable  for  those  damages.  That’s 
another  whole  article,  I  would  think. 

Well,  that’s  it  in  a  nutshell.  Thanks  to  Mark 
Cadwallader,  attorney  at  Labor  and  Industry 
(day  job)  and  behind-the-scenes  tech  guy 
at  the  Helena  Civic  Center  (labor  of  love), 
for  reviewing  this  for  legal  citations  and 
background.  By  the  by,  he  is  an  employee 
in  both  positions  and  covered  by  workers’ 
compensation. 

And,  if  all  this  isn’t  bad  enough,  this  is  not 
just  a  state  issue,  but  a  federal  one  as  well.  If 
you  take  a  look  at  the  IRS  website  at  www.irs. 
gov/businesses/small/article/0„id=9992 1 ,00. 
html,  you’ll  perhaps  be  further  confused  ... 
but  you’ll  see  how  really  serious  this  is  to  get 
right.  It’s  trouble  of  a  kind  you  just  don’t  want 
to  have  -  remember  the  IRS  caught  A1  Ca¬ 
pone  for  tax  evasion,  when  nobody  else  could 
get  him  for  anything  else. 


If  you  have  questions,  email  me 
(clayne@mt.gov)  or  call  (406-444-6489)  and 
I'll  answer  the  questions  (or  find  someone 
who  can)  and  put  them  in  a  subsequent 
issue  of  the  State  of  the  Arts.  I'm  interested 
to  hear  your  concerns  out  there  -  I've  heard 
from  some  of  you.  It's  got  huge  potential 
for  damage,  one  way  or  the  other. 


The  bottom-line  issue  is, 
and  always  has  been, 
liability,  i.e.  who  pays 
WHEN  someone  gets  hurt. 


Are  your  good  intentions  putting  your  organization  at  risk? 


By  Teresa  Geremia-Chart 
Education  Director, 

Montana  Nonprofit  Association 

If  you  are  unsure  about  the  correct  answers 
to  any  of  the  following  statements,  read  on. 

•  Employment  standards  are  different  for 
nonprofits  than  for  for-profits; 

•  I  can  award  comp  time  to  my  employees; 

•  I  can  ask  a  non-exempt  employee  to  stay 
for  a  fundraising  event  and  not  pay  time  and 
a  half; 

•  My  non-exempt  employees  are  so  catego¬ 
rized  because  they  are  paid  hourly; 

•  At  the  end  of  the  year  I  can  discard  my 
employees’  vacation  time  and  start  the  accrual 
process  over  again; 

•  1  can’t  be  sued  by  someone  who  no  lon¬ 
ger  works  for  my  organization; 

•  We  can  hire  an  independent  contractor  as 
our  executive  director; 

•  Montana  is  an  at-will  employment  state; 

•  Salaried  employees  do  not  receive  over¬ 
time  pay; 

•  I  can  give  a  volunteer  a  modest  gift  of 
cash  as  a  “thank  you”  for  their  time. 

The  work  culture  of  nonprofits  is  typically 
one  of  caring,  hard  work,  flexibility  and  trust 
among  staff  -  very  good  qualities. 

Most  of  us  are  attracted  to  the  nonprofit 
sector  because  of  our  passion  for  positive 
change  and  our  drive  to  make  a  difference. 

We  tend  to  come  from  a  kind  of  “roll-up-your- 


sleeves,  cast  off  formalities  and  get  down  to 
business”  stock.  We  often  accept  long  and  ir¬ 
regular  work  hours  and  lower  salaries  than  we 
might  find  in  other  sector  jobs,  and  we  often 
work  for  organizations  with  small  budgets  and 
limited  resources. 

This  attitude,  albeit  honorable,  is  some¬ 
times  cause  for  lax  or  less-than-professional 
employment  standards  and  practices.  In  fact, 
70  percent  of  nonprofits  operate  in  violation 
of  one  or  more  wage  and  hour  laws.  Most 
violations  are  unintentional,  caused  by  a  lack 
of  knowledge  or  understanding  from  an  over¬ 
worked  chief  executive,  wearing  many  hats, 
fulfilling  many  obligations. 

So  it’s  not  uncommon  for  a  busy  execu-. 
five  director  to  ask  a  loyal  staff  member  to 
stay  late  to  help  finish  a  project.  It’s  not  even 
uncommon  for  that  organization  to  offer  comp 
time  instead  of  overtime  pay.  An  employee 
may  not  object  because  he/she  doesn’t  know 
that  comp  time  isn’t  allowed  or  more  likely, 
because  that  individual  cares  about  meeting 
the  urgent  need  and  is  willing  to  “volunteer.” 

The  employee  may  fully  intend  to  reduce 
his/her  hours  the  next  day  -  “I’ll  just  come  in 
late  tomorrow”  -  but  demands  from  a  busy  or¬ 
ganization  often  prevent  that  from  happening. 

Imagine  an  executive  director’s  surprise 
when  he/she  is  sued  by  a  faithful  employee 
for  back  wages  because  their  exempt  status 
was  misclassified  or  overtime  wages  were 


not  paid;  or  imagine  a  board  of  directors  that 
is  being  investigated  because  they  hired  their 
ED  not  as  a  staff  person,  but  as  an  indepen¬ 
dent  contractor  (IC),  which  is  not  legal  under 
Montana’s  IC  laws. 

The  number-one  source  of  lawsuits  filed 
against  nonprofits  is  employment  practices 
violations. 

In  an  effort  to  create  a  caring,  flexible 
work  environment,  and  sometimes  because 
of  excessive  work  demands,  we  sometimes 
don’t  take  time  to  learn  about  and  implement 
important  employment  policies  and  practices. 
This  unfortunately  puts  us,  our  volunteer 
board  members,  and  our  organization  at  great 
risk. 

Understanding  wage  and  hour  laws  and 
policies,  and  implementing  sound  personnel 
policies  and  practices  are  critical  to  avoiding  a 
lawsuit.  The  questions  above  are  just  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  the  employment  misconceptions  I  hear 
from  nonprofits  around  the  state. 

For  answers  to  the  questions  posed  in  this 
article,  sign  up  for  MNA’s  “Avoiding  Law¬ 
suits  and  Unfair  Employment  Practices”  semi¬ 
nars  as  listed  in  the  sidebars  on  pages  20-2 1 
here.  The  MNA  also  has  many  helpful  tools  at 
www.mtnonprofit.org/content.aspx?id=2342. 

This  article  is  reprinted  with  permission 
from  the  Montana  Nonprofit  Association, 
www.mtnonprofit.org. 
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Arts  in  Crisis 


Michael  Kaiser  hosts  Community  Conversation 


Michael  Kaiser  gives  a  free  presentation  for  nonprofits  in  Billings. 

(Photo  by  llan  Mizrahi) 


The  Alberta  Bair  Theater 
invites  directors  of  Montana 
arts  organizations,  along  with 
their  staffs,  boards  of  directors, 
funders  and  volunteers,  to  attend 
a  Community  Conversation 
with  the  president  of  the  Ken¬ 
nedy  Center,  Michael  Kaiser,  on 
March  29  in  Billings. 

Author  of  The  An  of  the  Turn¬ 
around:  Creating  and  Maintain¬ 
ing  Healthy  Arts  Organizations, 

Kaiser  will  present  a  compelling 
conversation  focusing  on  fund¬ 
raising,  building  more  effective 
boards,  budgeting,  marketing, 
technology  and  other  areas  per¬ 
tinent  to  maintaining  a  vital  arts 
organization. 

A  meet-and-greet  begins  in 
the  theater  lobby  at  8:45  a.m.  At 
9:30  a.m.,  KTVQ  News  Anchor 
Jay  Kohn  will  lead  an  informal  conversation 
with  Kaiser  followed  by  a  question-and-an- 
swer  session  with  the  audience. 

Admission  is  free  to  the  public  event,  but 
advance  registration  is  requested;  register 
online  at  artsincrisismontana.eventbrite.com. 


“Each  locality  is  dealing  with  its  own 
unique  and  specific  challenges  and  there  is 
no  better  way  to  understand  each  region  than 
through  in-person  visits,"  said  Kaiser.  “Com¬ 
municating  in  person  allows  us  to  be  more 
effective  in  advising  organizations.” 

The  Billings  event  is  part  of  Kaiser’s  “Arts 
in  Crisis:  A  Kennedy  Center  Initiative”  tour 
of  all  50  states  and  his  only  stop  in  Montana.  | 


The  Arts  in  Crisis  program  is  open  to  nonprof¬ 
it  501(c)(3)  arts  organizations  and  provides 
free  and  confidential  planning  assistance  in 
areas  pertinent  to  maintaining  the  organization 
during  troubled  economic  times. 

The  program  is  currently  working  with 
more  than  450  organizations 
in  40  states,  Puerto  Rico  and 
the  District  of  Columbia.  More 
than  200  experienced  arts 
leaders  from  across  the  country 
are  volunteering  their  time 
to  serve  as  mentors  to  orga¬ 
nizations  in  need.  Nonprofit 
performing  arts  organizations 
that  would  like  to  participate  in 
the  program  should  visit  www. 
artsincrisis.org  to  submit  an 
online  request. 

Dubbed  the  turn-around 
king  for  helping  troubled  arts 
organizations,  including  the 
Alvin  Ailey  American  Dance  Theatre,  Kansas 
City  Ballet,  American  Ballet  Theatre  and  Lon¬ 
don's  Royal  Opera  House,  Kaiser  has  earned 
international  renown  for  his  expertise  in  arts 
management.  His  conversation  in  Billings  will 
focus  on  maintaining  artistic  creativity  and 
integrity  during  these  challenging  economic 
times. 

He  will  share  his  strategies  for  long-term 


planning,  emphasizing  the  need 
for  good  marketing  and  unique, 
stimulating  programming. 

“You’ve  got  to  think  of  new  ways 
to  create  exciting  programming,” 
said  Kaiser.  “You  can’t  choose 
programming  that  is  simply  cheap. 
If  you  think  of  something  that’s 
both  exciting  and  low-cost,  you’re 
going  to  do  well.” 

As  an  example,  last  year  the 
Kennedy  Center  presented  10 
plays  by  August  Wilson  in  succes¬ 
sion,  in  the  exact  order  they  were 
written.  No  one  had  ever  done  that 
before.  And  since  they  were  staged 
readings,  there  were  almost  no 
sets,  lights  or  costumes,  making 
them  inexpensive  to  produce.  It 
was  a  wildly  popular,  well-attend¬ 
ed  series  that  got  stellar  reviews 
and  gave  a  much-needed  boost  to 
the  Kennedy  Center. 

Kaiser  urges  organizations  and  artists  to  be 
as  visible  as  possible,  in  as  many  ways  as  they 
can  find.  During  his  tenure  with  the  Kansas 
City  Ballet,  Kaiser  put  a  local  news  anchor- 
person  on  the  board.  In  exchange,  the  board 
member  agreed  to  put  the  company  on  his  early 
morning  news  show  four  times  a  year.  The 
company  became  a  household  name  to  a  whole 
new  audience  base. 

President  of  the  Kennedy  Center  since  2001, 
Kaiser  and  his  executive  staff  have  shaped  nu¬ 
merous  arts  leaders  through  the  Kennedy  Cen¬ 
ter  Institute  for  Arts  Management.  The  institute 
provides  a  wide  variety  of  training  and  support 
for  arts  management,  including  capacity-build¬ 
ing  programs  for  culturally  specific  arts  organi¬ 
zations,  for  arts  organizations  in  60  nations  and 
|  for  over  280  arts  organizations  in  New  York 
I  City;  a  program  to  train  board  members  of  arts 
\  organizations  throughout  the  United  States;  and 
I  artsmanager.org,  an  interactive  web  resource 
for  arts  management  professionals. 

For  more  information  about  Kaiser  and  his 
advice  to  arts  organizations,  visit  his  blog  at 
j  www.huflingtonpost.com/michael-kaiser. 

For  more  information  about  the  commu¬ 
nity  event,  visit  www.artsincrisis.org  or  call 
the  event  coordinator,  Bess  Fredlund,  ABT 
education  director,  at  406-256-5202  or  email 
|  fredlund@albertabairtheater.org 


Dubbed  the  turn-around  king 
for  helping  troubled  arts 
organizations,  Kaiser  will  focus 
on  maintaining  artistic  creativity 
and  integrity  during  these 
challenging  economic  times 
during  his  Billings  presentation. 


Tech  Talk:  Nonprofit  websites  that  help  nonprofits 


By  Mark  Ratledge 

In  these  tough  economic  times,  many  non¬ 
profit  organizations  -  if  they  aren't  already 
-  are  turning  to  raising  money  on  the  web  by 
donations  on  their  own  websites  or  over  social 
networking  sites. 

As  it  turns  out,  one  of  the  best  ways  for 
nonprofits  to  accept  donations  online  is  in 
conjunction  with  other  nonprofits  that  were 
formed  for  that  purpose.  These  e-philanthropy 
organizations  provide  secure  gateways  to 
accept  money  online  so  that  nonprofits  don’t 
need  any  more  technical  know-how  than  cut¬ 
ting  and  pasting  some  text-like  computer  code 
into  an  existing  web  page  for  “Donate  Now” 
buttons. 

As  a  result,  any  individual  donating  money 
can  do  so  securely  online  and  verify  the  non¬ 
profit  status  of  the  organization  at  the  same 
time. 

Two  of  the  most  popular  nonprofit  gate¬ 
ways  that  enable  nonprofits  to  take  online 
donah.  re  Network  for  Good  and  Just- 
Give.  Both  work  in  conjunction  with  Guide- 
star,  a  nonprofit  that  verifies  and  provides 
documentation  on  nonprofits  to  Network  for 
Good  and  JustGive  and,  in  turn,  to  individuals 
who  donate. 

Network  for  Good  and  JustGive  don’t 
independently  verify  or  investigate  the  non¬ 
profits  they  list,  but  draw  on  publicly  avail¬ 
able  information  from  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service,  which  is  responsible  for  giving  non¬ 
profit  status  to  organizations  and  responsible 
for  verifying  and  auditing  those  organizations. 

_ 


That’s  the  same  information  that  Guidestar 
uses  to  provide  verifications  to  Network  for 
Good  and  JustGive. 

Guidestar’s  mission  is  to  “revolutionize 
philanthropy  and  nonprofit  practice  by  provid¬ 
ing  information  that  enables  users  to  make 
better  decisions  and  encourages  charitable 
giving.”  All  1.7  million  nonprofits  listed  with 
GuideStar  are  formally  registered  with  the 
IRS  or  have  proven  they  meet  all  IRS  criteria 
for  exempt  organizations. 

The  first  step  for  a  nonprofit  wanting  to 
raise  money  online  through  Network  for  Good 
or  JustGive  is  to  go  to  those  sites,  register 
with  their  federal  tax  ID  number  and  complete 
an  organization  profile.  At  the  same  time,  each 
organization  should  also  register  at  Guidestar 
and  upload  IRS  tax  forms,  such  as  990s  and  a 
list  of  board  members  (all  information  that  is 
in  the  public  domain  to  begin  with). 

Once  a  nonprofit  is  registered,  then  “Do¬ 
nate  Now"  buttons  can  easily  be  made  at  those 
sites.  These  buttons  go  on  your  organization’s 
existing  website  with  a  cut  and  paste,  or,  if 
you’re  more  technically  inclined,  you  can  set 
up  more  of  a  custom  donation  page  that  looks 
like  the  rest  of  your  website. 

Both  Network  for  Good  and  JustGive 
charge  a  percentage  of  donations  for  their  ser¬ 
vice,  but  more  than  likely,  it’s  worth  the  cost 
for  your  organization  to  be  able  to  take  online 
donations. 

Network  for  Good  and  JustGive  can  also 
integrate  with  your  organization’s  Facebook 
profile,  too,  so  you  can  raise  money  with  a 


ogy  consultant  in  Missoula.  Contact  him 
through  his  website  at  markratledge.com. 

click  from  your  Facebook  page  if  you  work 
with  Facebook  rather  than  an  organizational 
website. 

If  you  need  to  raise  money  as  a  nonprofit, 
check  out  networkforgood.org,  justgive.org 
and  guidestar.org  and  see  what  they  have  to 
offer. 
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MNA  offers 
webinar  series 

(continued  from 
previous  page) 

The  webinar  series 
has  three  sessions 
scheduled: 

•  April  27  -  Ex¬ 
empt  Employees: 
exempt  employee 
dgfined;  explanation 
of  each  exemption: 
executive,  adminis¬ 
tration,  professional; 
how  to  pay  exempt 
employees;  docking 
pay  from  an  exempt 
employee's  wages. 

•  May  6  -  Non- 
Exempt  Employees: 
non-exempt  employ¬ 
ee  defined;  minimum 
wage  update;  and 

a  legal  workweek, 
hours  worked,  over¬ 
time  and  compensa¬ 
tory  time  explained. 

•  May  12  -  Wage 
and  Hour;  inde¬ 
pendent  contractor 
defined;  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  volun¬ 
teer  and  employee; 
and  most  common 
lawsuits  brought  for 
violation  of  the  wage 
and  hour  regulations 

All  webinars  are 
scheduled  12:15- 
1 :30  p.m.  To  sign 
up  visit  www.mtnon 
profitorg.org. 

Cost  for  MNA 
members  is  $80  for 
the  series  or  $35  per 
webinar.  Non-mem¬ 
bers  pay  $140  for  the 
series  or  $60  each.- 

For  more  info 
on  Independent 
Contractors,  visit 
http://www.mtnon 
profit.org/content. 
aspx?id=2342. 
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Snapshot  of 
the  federal 
budget 

Three  major  areas 
of  spending  each 
make  up  about 
one-fifth  of  the  fed¬ 
eral  budget:  defense 
(21  percent),  Social 
Security  (21  percent) 
and  health  care 
(20  percent). 

The  safety  net  fund¬ 
ing  is  1 1  percent,  and 
interest  on  the  debt 
($253  billion  in  2008) 
is  8  percent.  These 
total  80  percent  of 
the  total  budget. 

Add  another 
1 5  percent  for  infra¬ 
structure,  education, 
medical  and  scien¬ 
tific  research,  federal 
retirees,  veterans  and 
international  aid. 

The  remaining 
funding  totals  about 
5  percent,  which  is 
where  Congress  nor¬ 
mally  looks  when  it 
comes  to  cutting  the 
budget. 

-  National  Assembly  of 
State  Arts  Agencies 


NEA  News 


President  proposes  funding  cut  in  201 1  budget 


By  Thomas  L.  Birch, 

Legislative  Counsel, 

National  Assembly  of  State  Arts  Agencies 

The  Obama  administration  recently 
released  the  president’s  budget  for  fiscal  year 
2011,  proposing  to  cut  funding  for  the  Na¬ 
tional  Endowment  for  the  Arts  from  the  2010 
level  of  $167.5  million  to  $161,315  million  in 
the  coming  year. 

The  amount  requested  for  2011  is  the  same 
amount  proposed  by  President  Obama  in 
his  budget  for  2010.  The  NEA’s  funding  has 
grown  in  recent  years  by  more  than  35  per¬ 
cent,  from  $124.4  million  in  2007  to  $167.5 
million  in  the  current  year. 


Four  Montana  organizations  were  among 
the  recipients  of  170  Challenge  America 
FastTrack  grants  awarded  by  the  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts.  These  grants,  total¬ 
ing  $  1 ,700,000,  offer  support  for  projects  that 
extend  the  reach  of  the  arts  to  underserved 
populations. 

Recipients  are: 

•  Great  Falls  Symphony  Association:  To 

support  a  performance  of  opera  arias  featuring 
tenor  Scott  Piper  and  soprano  Karin  Wol- 
verton.  Related  activities  will  include  choral 
workshops  targeted  to  high  school  students 
and  an  open  dress  rehearsal  for  area  choral 
and  orchestra  students,  as  well  as  for  residents 
of  homes  for  the  developmentally  disabled. 

•  Headwaters  Dance  Company  in  Mis¬ 
soula:  To  support  the  premiere  of  “Montana 
Suite”  and  related  activities,  including  literary 
readings,  a  visual  arts  exhibit  and  lectures  by 
contributing  choreographers  Jane  Comfort, 


TourWest,  a  competitive  grant  program 
offered  by  the  Western  States  Arts  Federation 
(WESTAF),  provides  subsidies  to  arts  and 
community  organizations  for  the  presentation 
of  out-of-state  touring  performers  and  literary 
artists. 

Funds  are  available  to  organizations  that 
sponsor  performances  or  literary  events 
within  the  13-state  WESTAF  region,  which 
includes  Montana.  Projects  must  take  place 
between  Sept.  1 ,  20 1 0  and  Aug.  3 1 ,  20 1 1 .  All 
projects  must  have  one  public  performance 
and  one  outreach  activity. 

TourWest  standard  performance  grants  are 
available  in  an  amount  of  up  to  $2,500  or  50 
percent  of  the  artistic  fees,  whichever  is  less. 
Applicants  may  apply  for  up  to  two  standard 
performance  grants. 

All  TourWest  grants  must  be  matched  on 
a  one-to-one  basis  in  cash  by  the  presenting 
organization.  In  order  to  receive  funding  from 
this  program,  applicants  should  demonstrate 
their  commitment  to  several  key  elements: 
a)  high  artistic  quality;  b)  collaboration  and 
block  booking;  c)  presentation  of  programs  to 
underserved  and/or  culturally  diverse  audi¬ 
ences;  and  d)  audience  development  and  com¬ 
munity  participation. 


According  to  available  budget  documents, 
the  reduction  in  NEA  funding  would  come 
from  program  grants,  while  support  for  the 
agency's  salaries  and  expenses  would  increase 
slightly  by  $1  million. 

At  the  same  time  as  the  president  asks 
Congress  for  a  reduction  in  appropriations  to 
the  NEA,  the  administration’s  budget  pro¬ 
poses  a  new  initiative  to  be  implemented  by 
the  arts  endowment:  “Our  Town,  a  uniquely 
arts-based  program  to  strengthen  communities 
through  the  arts.” 

NASAA  will  provide  additional  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  NEA  budget  proposal  and  the 
new  initiative  as  details  become  available. 


John  Jasperse,  Lar  Lubovitch  and  Donna 
Uchizono. 

•  Whitefish  Theatre  Company:  To  sup¬ 
port  performances  by  The  Klezmatics.  The 
organization  will  partner  with  the  Flathead 
County  Agency  on  Aging,  Montana  Veterans 
Home,  Whitefish  Housing  Authority  and  The 
Lighthouse,  a  home  for  the  developmentally 
disabled,  to  encourage  attendance. 

•  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of 
Billings:  To  support  “Paper  Trails,”  a  rural 
tour  of  regional  authors,  including  Mary 
Clearman  Blew,  Gary  Ferguson,  Tami  Haa- 
land,  Alyson  Hagy,  Henry  Real  Bird,  Steven 
Rinella,  David  Romtvedt  and  Sam  Western. 

Applicants  for  Challenge  America  Fast- 
Track  grants  may  apply  under  one  of  the  four 
following  project  types:  guest  artist,  civic 
design,  public  art  and  cultural  tourism.  For 
details,  visit  www.arts.gov. 


WESTAF’s  TourWest  grant  program  is 
currently  available  online  for  the  2010-201 1 
funding  period.  Using  a  version  of  WESTAF's 
proven  CultureGrants  OnlineSM  software, 
TourWest  provides  grant  seekers  with  an  effi¬ 
cient  and  convenient  application  process.  The 
TourWest  program  can  be  accessed  by  point¬ 
ing  your  web  browser  to  westaf.cgweb.org/. 

Please  note:  Applicants  need  to  create 
only  one  profile  in  the  system,  as  opposed  to 
needing  a  separate  username  and  password  for 
each  year’s  application.  In  order  to  maintain 
all  of  their  grant  applications  in  one  place, 
applicants  should  use  the  same  login  informa¬ 
tion  for  each  TourWest  grant  round.  Their 
profile  will  provide  them  with  access  to  all  of 
the  TourWest  grant  applications,  for  this  year, 
previous  years  and  in  the  future. 

Each  application  can  be  used  for  only  one 
project.  Those  wishing  to  apply  for  funding 
for  two  projects  must  complete  and  submit 
two  separate  applications. 

New  applicants  and  previous  applicants 
with  questions  or  new  approaches  to  their  ap¬ 
plications  are  encouraged  to  call  the  WESTAF 
office  at  303-629-1166  to  receive  advice  and 
guidance  from  a  TourWest  staff  person. 


In  the  budget  proposed  for  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education,  the  Obama  administration 
would  eliminate  the  $40  million  currently 
allocated  for  arts  in  education  grants. 

The  budget  would  combine  those  funds 
with  others  in  the  Education  Department’s  Of¬ 
fice  of  Innovation  and  Improvement  to  create 
a  pool  of  funds  at  $6.33  billion  for  grants  to 
support  “Innovation  and  Instructional  Teams,” 
including  support  to  local  education  agencies 
or  to  nonprofit  organizations  in  consortium 
with  schools  to  “develop  and  expand  innova¬ 
tive  strategies  and  practices  that  have  been 
shown  to  be  effective  in  improving  educa¬ 
tional  outcomes  for  students.” 

Art  Works: 

NEA  seeks  new 
logo  design 

During  a  visit  Feb.  1  to  a  graphic  de¬ 
sign  class  at  the  Design  and  Architecture 
Senior  High  School  (DASH)  in  Miami’s 
Wynwood/Design  District,  Chairman 
Rocco  Landesman  announced  that  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  (NEA) 
has  released  a  request  for  proposals  (RFP) 
for  a  new  “Art  Works”  logo;  the  RFP  is 
available  at  www.arts.gov/grants/apply/ 
RFP/artworksdesign.html. 

The  visit  to  DASH  was  part  of  the 
chairman’s  latest  stop  on  his  “Art  Works” 
tour  across  America. 

When  used  by  the  chairman,  the  phrase 
“art  works”  has  three  meanings:  “art 
works"  are  the  plays,  paintings,  dances, 
films  and  the  other  works  of  art  that  are 
the  creation  of  artists;  “art  works”  de¬ 
scribes  the  effect  of  art  on  audiences  and 
viewers,  art  works  to  transport,  transform, 
inspire  and  challenge  us;  and  “art  works’” 
is  a  reminder  that  arts  workers  are  real 
workers  with  real  jobs  who  are  part  of  this 
country’s  real  economy. 

The  proposed  logos  should  incorporate 
all  three  of  the  meanings  of  “Art  Works” 
and  tie  them  to  the  NEA  in  such  a  way 
that  the  proposed  logo  might  be  used 
alone  or  in  conjunction  with  the  NEA’s 
current  logo. 

“Those  two  words  -  art  works  -  pretty 
much  sum  up  everything  we  are  about  at 
the  NEA,  and  I  hope  you  will  see  them 
everywhere,”  Landesman  told  students. 
“Art,  artists,  and  arts  professionals  work 
to  change  the  communities  they  inhabit: 
they  are  placemakers  and  help  create 
livable,  sustainable,  complete  communi¬ 
ties.  I  look  forward  to  having  a  logo  that 
conveys  that.” 

Complete  information  about  the  RFP 
requirements  and  instructions  for  submit¬ 
ting  may  be  found  at  www.arts.gov/grants/ 
apply/RFP/artworksdesign.html.  Propos¬ 
als  are  due  by  5  p.m.  EST  on  Feb.  26.  For 
more  information,  contact  Latonca  Harris 
at  harrisl@arts.gov  or  202-682-5476. 


Challenge  America  grants  awarded 


Apply  online  for  TourWest  grants 


"Montana  Is  a  Symphony" 

The  quote  by  renowned  statesman  and 
U.S.  Senator  Mike  Mansfield  adorns 
the  new  Montana  Association  of  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra's  license  plate,  along 
with  the  notes  of  a  Bach  partita.  The 
plate  costs  $20  (on  top  of  your  normal 
plate  charge)  for  the  original  and  $20 
for  renewals,  with  all  proceeds  di¬ 
vided  equally  among  Montana's  seven 
symphony  orchestras  for  educational 
outreach  activities.  You  can  purchase 
this  license  plate  where  you  get  your 
yearly  car  tags. 
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Law  and  the  Art  World 


Buyers  Beware:  Bad  math  and  misleading  turquoise 


By  Bill  Frazier  ©2009 

This  article  falls  under  the  category  of 
consumer  protection  more  than  strictly  law, 
although  the  two  go  hand-in-hand.  I  have  just 
returned  from  a  short  trip  where  I  tried  to  stop 
by  as  many  art  galleries  and  related  shops 
as  possible.  Due  to  current  economic  condi¬ 
tions,  nearly  all  were  offering  discounts  and 
“specials.” 

I  know  that  most  artists  and  many  gal¬ 
leries  say  that  they  do  not  discount  artwork, 
but  I  saw  a  lot  of  discounted  artwork!  These 
discounts  ranged  from  15-to-70  percent  and 
the  method  by  which  one  gallery  calculated 
the  discounts  prompts  this  article. 

I  must  thank  my  wife,  Debbie,  who  is  a 
CPA  and  a  dedicated  art  gallery  patron,  for 
calling  this  discounting  calculation  to  my  at¬ 
tention.  The  gallery  was  offering  a  70  percent 
discount  on  “Indian"  jewelry.  I  use  Indian  in 
quotes  because  while  I  think  most  of  it  was 
Indian,  I  am  pretty  sure  a  lot  of  it  was  not.  In 
any  case,  it  was  all  advertised  as  for  sale  at 
the  70  percent  discount. 

We  selected  a  piece  and  the  clerk  began  to 
compute  the  discount  and  final  price.  Let’s  use 
a  $100  beginning-selling  price  as  an  example. 
Rather  than  multiplying  $100  by  70  percent 
and  arriving  at  a  final  price  of  $30,  the  clerk 
first  took  50  percent  of  $100  ($50)  and  then 
took  20  percent  of  $50  to  reach  $  1 0,  for  a 
total  discount  of  $60,  leaving  a  final  sale  price 
of  $40  rather  than  $30.  So,  while  advertised 
as  a  70  percent  discount,  it  was  actually  only 
60  percent. 

Most  people  would  probably  never  notice, 
but  the  clerk  came  up  against  an  accountant 
and  a  lawyer!  Readers  like  to  ask  what  I 
would  do  in  this  situation.  This  is  what  I  did: 

I  mentioned  the  apparent  discrepancy 
to  the  clerk.  The  clerk  said  she  was  told  to 
calculate  the  discount  in  this  manner,  that  it 
was  easier  for  the  customer  to  understand,  and 
could  not  understand  what  we  were  complain¬ 
ing  about  (and  obviously  thought  we  could 
not  do  basic  math  -  50  percent  and  20  percent 
equal  70  percent,  right?)  and  remained  con¬ 
vinced  that  we  had  been  given  a  70  percent 
discount.  We  pointed  out  the  difference  to  no 
avail. 

I  relate  this  anecdote  by  way  of  warning 
buyers  to  watch  out  for  such  shenanigans,  or 
to  be  kinder,  ignorance  of  how  to  calculate 
a  discount.  In  the  example  above,  the  differ¬ 


ence  only  amounted  to  $10,  but  consider  the 
difference  if  we  had  started  at  $  1 ,000,  instead. 
Carry  this  formula  out  to  several  thousand 
dollars  and  you  can  see  the  difference  if  you 
are  not  careful.  Buyer  beware  and  watch  out 
for  such  miscalculations  on  any  sales,  whether 
jewelry  or  art. 

Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act 
designed  to  level  playing  field 

In  a  recent  issue  of  State  of  the  Arts,  I 
discussed  the  Indian  Arts  and  Crafts  Act  of 
1990  and  the  definitions  that  have  developed 
in  describing  Indian  jewelry  and  crafts,  for 
example,  the  different  types  and  qualities  of 
turquoise  and  silver  and  gold  components. 
Never  did  I  imagine  that  the  article  would 
generate  so  much  interest  and  comment,  not 
only  from  Indian  artisans,  but  also  from  many 
buyers  and  collectors  of  Indian  jewelry. 

Here  is  some  more  of  what  I  have  learned, 
with  my  thanks  to  several  sources  that  pro¬ 
vided  information. 

I  have  been  curious  about  what  some 
pieces  of  jewelry  actually  are.  For  example, 
in  several  shops  and  magazine  ads  offering 
Indian  jewelry,  I  have  seen  a  stone  proudly 
marketed  as  “purple  turquoise.”  It  is  pretty. 

Wondering  what  kind  of  turquoise  it  is 
and  where  it  is  mined,  and  being  somewhat 
cynical  to  begin  with,  I  did  some  research. 
According  to  some  chemical  and  mineral 
sources,  the  term  has  been  used  to  describe 
several  different  stones.  Some  have  used  it 
as  a  synonym  for  sugilite,  which  is  an  actual 
purple  mineral,  originally  found  in  Japan,  and 
now  also  found  in  a  darker  purple  color  in  the 
Kalahari  Desert. 

More  commonly,  the  term  has  been  ap¬ 
propriated  to  describe  a  material  that  has  the 
general  appearance  of  turquoise,  but  with  a 
generally  purple  coloring.  Typically,  it  begins 
as  a  natural  turquoise  stone  that  has  been  dyed 
or  tinted  purple.  This  purple  turquoise  mate¬ 
rial  also  appears  on  the  market  as  reconstitut¬ 
ed  turquoise  (generally  ground  up  turquoise), 
which  has  been  mixed  with  a  polymer  or 
resin,  dyed,  and  then  formed  or  cut  into  a 
turquoise  jewelry-type  stone. 

I  am  told  that  jewelry  with  such  stones  is 
commonly  marketed  on  jewelry  marketing 
shows  aired  on  cable  and  satellite  television. 

It  probably  is  turquoise,  but  it  did  not  start  out 
as  purple. 


Bill  Frazier 


Also  appearing  on  the  market  is  “Sky- 
[  horse”  turquoise,  a  piece  of  which  was  just 
offered  to  me  as  a  new,  gem-quality  stone. 

This  is,  in  fact,  turquoise,  but  turquoise  from 
China  and  Tibet  and  not  from  the  American 
Southwest. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  of  this  rises  to  the 
level  of  a  legal  issue,  although  warranty,  fraud 
and  misrepresentation  are  concepts  that  do 
come  to  mind.  More  important  is  the  idea  that 
buyers  educate  themselves  about  what  they 
want  to  buy  and  then  buy  from  established 
and  respected  shops  and  galleries. 

I  have  just  taught  a  seminar  on  legal  issues 
of  importance  to  Indian  artists,  craftsmen  and 
business  leaders  and  they  are  very  concerned 
about  maintaining  the  cultural  integrity  of 
their  work. 

They  want  to  insure,  as  do  a  number  of 
laws,  that  their  work  is  accurately  represented 
and  marketed.  They  want  to  be  protected 
against  the  unfair  marketing  and  misrepre¬ 
sentation  of  foreign  goods  as  Indian.  They  do 
not  want  non-Indians  selling  work  as  that  of 
Indians  or  of  a  particular  tribe. 

These  Indian  artists  and  craftsmen  just 
want  a  level  playing  field  without  having  to 
compete  with  cheap  foreign  counterfeit  "In¬ 
dian”  jewelry,  and  that  is  what  the  Indian  Arts 
and  Crafts  Act  is  designed  to  protect  against. 

Bill  Frazier  served  a  lengthy  and  invaluable 
tenure  as  chairman  of  the  Montana  Arts 
i  Council.  He's  in  private  practice  in  Big 
Timber,  and  can  be  reached  at  406-932-5453 
j  or  artlaw@mtintouch.net.  MAC  thanks  Art  of 
|  the  West  for  permission  to  reprint  this  series. 


Find  State  of 
the  Arts' 
articles  online 

Bill  Frazier's  "Law 
and  the  Art  World" 
series  is  also  available 
online  with  other 
articles  from  this  and 
previous  editions  of 
State  of  the  Arts. 

To  reach  the  col¬ 
lection  of  articles,  go 
to  the  arts  council 
website  at  www.art. 
mt.gov  and  select 
the  "Featured  Online 
Services"  link  on  the 
right  side  of  the  home 
page.  That  takes  you 
to  the  State  of  the  Arts 
"News  Articles"  page 
and  a  drop-down 
box  under  the  "View 
articles  for  specific 
section";  then  choose 
"Artists'  Legal  Advice" 
from  the  drop-down 
menu. 


Three  Montana  artists  offer  Jazz  Piano  Workshop 


Three  gifted  teachers  and  musicians  offer  the 
Montana  Jazz  Piano  Workshop,  June  18-20  in  Hel¬ 
ena.  Presented  with  support  from  Rich  Hopkins  M.D. 
and  the  Myma  Loy  Center,  and  coordinated  by  Alex¬ 
andra  Swaney,  the  workshop  will  feature  as  teachers 
gifted  pianist-composer-improvisers  Philip  Aaberg, 
David  Morgenroth  and  Ann  Tappan. 

The  workshop  presents  a  variety  of  jazz-related 
activities,  including  a  private  lesson  for  each  enrolled 
student,  master  classes,  sessions  on  particular  topics 
of  interest  such  as  scales,  blues,  exercises,  pedaling, 
theory  and  other  elements  designed  to  improve  the 
students’  playing  and  grasp  of  piano  jazz. 

It  concludes  with  a  concert  given  by  the  teachers 
Sunday  afternoon,  June  20,  at  the  Myrna  Loy  Center. 

The  workshop  is  designed  for  intermediate-to-ad- 
vanced  students,  but  beginners  and  interested  people 
may  audit  the  classes.and  attend  other  activities.  Full 
tuition  is  $95,  or  $60  for  seniors  and  students  and  $30 
auditors.  Scholarships  are  available. 

Registration  deadline  is  May  1 5.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation  call  Rich  Hopkins  at  406-442-6808. 

Workshop  Faculty 

Philip  Aaberg,  of  Chester,  is  known  worldwide 
for  his  compositions  that  evoke  the  spaciousness  and 
beauty  of  the  western  landscape.  A  Harvard  graduate, 
courtesy  of  a  Leonard  Bernstein  Scholarship,  he  has 
performed  with  the  Boston  Pops,  Peter  Gabriel  and 


Elvin  Bishop,  and  at  the  Marlboro  Chamber  Music 
Festival. 

He  has  toured  solo  in  Europe  and  Japan  and 
released  eight  solo  albums,  including  Live  From 
Montana,  which  was  nominated  for  a  Grammy.  He  is 
also  an  Emmy  nominee  for  “All-American  Jazz”  and 
for  his  score  for  “Class  C:  The  Only  Game  in  Town.” 

A  recipient  of  a  Montana  Governor’s  Award  for 
the  Arts,  he  is  host  of  the  radio  show,  “Of  the  West: 
Creativity  and  Sense  of  Place.”  His  latest  CD  with 
Eugene  Friesen  and  Tracy  Silverman  is  called  3-Part 
Invention:  Improvisations  on  Bach. 

With  his  wife,  Patty,  he  runs  a  nonprofit.  Arts 
Without  Boundaries,  bringing  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  artists  to  schools.  For  information,  see  www. 
ofthewest.net  and  www.sweetgfassmusic.com. 

David  Morgenroth,  born  in  Missoula,  is  equally 
at  home  with  jazz  and  classical  piano.  He  has  per¬ 
formed  with  such  luminaries  as  Freddie  Hubbard, 
Gary  Peacock,  Michael  Brecker  and  Lionel  Hampton 
and  in  venues  in  Canada,  Europe  and  South  America. 

After  freelancing  in  Dallas,  Phoenix  and  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  he  spent  six  years  in  New  York,  performing  as 
a  chamber  musician  and  jazz  pianist  w  hile  studying 
with  eminent  teachers  Sophia  Rosoff  and  jazz  pianist 
Fred  Hersch. 

Morgenroth  recently  toured  Japan  with  Mis¬ 
soula  jazz  vocalist  Eden  Atwood.  His  recordings  as 
leader  include  Radiance  with  Chris  Potter  and  Drew 


Gress,  and  Alone  with  Duke,  solo  piano,  as  well 
as  his  accompaniment  on  Atwood’s  recent  quartet 
release.  Turn  Me  Loose.  For  more  info,  see  www. 
davidmorgenroth.com 

Ann  Tappan  grew  up  in  Montclair,  NJ.  After  tw'o 
years  in  Europe,  she  returned  to  study  jazz  composi¬ 
tion  and  arranging  at  the  Berklee  School  of  Music 
while  also  connecting  with  the  mid-70s  improvisa- 
tional  avant-garde  loft  scene  in  New  York  City. 

After  moving  to  the  West  Coast  to  study  with  pia¬ 
nist  Art  Lande,  she  became  part  of  his  experimental 
jazz  school,  where  she  wrote  and  arranged  for  many 
live  and  recorded  projects  and  performed  with  such 
giants  as  Joe  Henderson. 

Moving  to  Montana  in  1993,  she  quickly  became 
a  busy  performer,  private  educator,  and  teacher  of  the 
award-winning  Bozeman  High  School  Jazz  Combo. 
She  was  the  author  and  administrator  of  a  2001  Jazz 
Montana/NEA  grant,  a  yearlong  creative  program 
linking  national  and  local  professional  musicians  to 
statewide  audiences  and  K-12  students. 

She  has  recorded  eight  CDs  with  the  groups 
ThreeForm,  Springhill  and  the  Tappan/Roberti/MJ 
Williams  Trio  and  Quartet.  She  toured  the  Czech 
Republic  three  times  with  Springhill  and  has  been 
featured  on  the  Montana  PBS  program  Eleventh  and 
Grant. 

For  more  details,  see  www.anntappan.com. 
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Online 
resources 
for  museums 

Museum  workers 
will  find  a  number 
of  valuable  resources 
on  the  internet, 
including: 

•  www.global 
museum.org  Check 
out  museum-educa¬ 
tion  courses  through¬ 
out  the  world,  post 
resumes  (for  a  fee), 
check  job  listings, 
and  much  more. 

•  www.ncph. 
org/  Hook  up  to  a 
variety  of  museum 
programs  on  the 
National  Council 
on  Public  History 
website,  including 
employment  op¬ 
portunities,  job  links, 
and  more. 


Opportunities 


Disclaimer:  No  endorsement  is  intended  or  made 
of  any  product,  service  or  information  either  by 
its  inclusion  or  exclusion  from  the  Opportunities 
section  of  the  State  of  the  Arts.  While  all 
attempts  are  made  to  insure  the  correctness  and 
suitability  of  information  under  our  control  and 
to  correct  any  errors  brought  to  our  attention,  no 
representation  or  guarantee  can  be  made  as  to 
the  correctness  or  suitability  of  that  information 
or  any  other  linked  information  presented, 
referenced  or  implied.  All  critical  information 
should  be  independently  verified. 


Visual  Arts,  Crafts  and 
Photography:  Call  for  Entries, 
State  of  Montana 

Northwest  Healthcare  Healing  Arts  Gal¬ 
leries  in  Kalispell,  MT,  is  seeking  artists 
interested  in  participating  in  Adventures 
Near  and  Far,  images  from  Montana,  Glacier 
National  Park  and  from  around  the  Earth.  All 
media  welcome.  Email  Patricia  Stewart  at 
artworks@patriciastewart.com  or  call  406- 
253-1778. 

The  Sunrise  Festival  of  the  Arts  will  be  held 
July  10  in  Sidney,  MT.  Artists,  authors  and 
artisans  are  invited  to  participate  in  the  largest 
arts  and  crafts  showcase  in  Eastern  Montana. 
The  event  is  organized  by  the  Sidney  Area 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  Call  406-433-1916  or 
email  chamber@sidneymt.com. 

The  Emerson  invites  artists  of  Gallatin  and 
Park  counties  to  submit  work  for  a  juried  group 
show,  “convive”  to  be  on  exhibit  May  3-June  25 
in  the  Weaver  Room  Gallery  in  Bozeman,  MT. 
“convive”  will  feature  recent  works  of  artists 
that  are  new  to  the  Emerson,  “convive”  means 
“to  feast  together”  or  be  a  “guest  at  a  banquet,” 
which  describes  the  spirit  of  this  upcoming 
show.  For  an  application,  contact  Ellen  Omitz 
at  the  Emerson,  ellen@theemerson.org,  stop 
by  the  Emerson’s  main  office,  or  visit  www. 
theemerson.org.  DEADLINE:  April  20,  2010. 

Festival  Marketplace  of  the  72nd  National 
Folk  Festival  to  be  held  in  Butte,  MT,  July  9-11, 
invites  traditional  artists  and  craftspeople  from 
throughout  Montana  to  sell  their  works.  Up  to 
25  artists  will  be  selected  to  represent  the  best 
of  Montana  artistic  traditions  at  the  National 
Folk  Festival  next  summer  and  have  a  space  to 
sell  their  work  at  the  festival.  This  is  a  juried 
event  showcasing  the  region’s  finest  folk  art. 
The  jury  will  make  its  selections  of  artists  based 
on  criteria  including  traditionality,  regional 
culture,  and  the  artists’  relationship  with  his 
or  her  community,  quality,  and  uniqueness. 
Guidelines  and  application  forms  can  be  found 
at  www.nationalfolkfestival. com/20 10  or  art¬ 
ists  can  request  these  to  be  mailed  to  them  by 
calling  Mainstreet  Uptown  Butte  at  406-497- 
6464.  DEADLINE:  March  31,  2010. 

The  Dana  Gallery  in  downtown  Missoula, 
MT,  extends  an  invitation  to  Missoula  artists 
to  submit  an  application  for  their  May  2010 
exhibition,  the  second  annual  “Celebration  of 
Missoula  Artists.”  Applications  may  be  picked 
up  and  returned  to  the  Dana  Gallery,  246 
N.  Higgins  Ave.,  Missoula,  MT  59802,  or 
requested  via  email  at  info@danagallery.com. 
For  more  information,  call  406-721-3154. 
DEADLINE:  April  1,2010. 

The  Hockaday  Museum’s  42nd  Annual 
Arts  in  the  Park,  a  juried  art  fair,  will  be  held 
July  23-25  at  Depot  Park  in  Kalispell,  MT. 
Arts  in  the  Park,  a  benefit  for  the  Hockaday 
Museum,  is  Northwest  Montana’s  largest  and 
longest-running  art  and  entertainment  fair 
and  a  summertime  tradition  in  the  Flathead 
Valley.  Arts  in  the  Park  is  open  to  all  artists  and 
craftsmen  presenting  original  and  handcrafted 
work.  Applications  are  available  at  www. 
hockadaymuseum.org.  Call  406-755-5268  for 
information.  DEADLINE:  May  2,  2010. 

The  Photographic  Institute  of  the  Yellow¬ 
stone  is  calling  for  print  submissions  for 


Want  the  latest  info  on  opportunities? 

Using  email,  the  arts  council  manages  three  biweekly  information  newsletters 
that  provide  current  and  ongoing  opportunities.  Artists,  arts  organizations  and 
arts  educators  each  have  their  own  list. 

To  sign  up  for  any  or  all  of  these  information  tools,  email  Beck  McLaughlin  at 
bemclaughlin@mt.gov  or  look  for  the  sign-up  form  on  our  website  and  in  the 
newspaper. 


the  annual  P.I.Y.  Photography  Expo  to  be 
held  April  23-25  in  Billings,  MT.  The  expo 
welcomes  photographic  work  from  Montana 
and  Wyoming  residents  and  gives  area 
photographers  a  chance  to  showcase  their  best 
work.  Cash  prizes  will  be  awarded.  There  are 
divisions  for  professional,  student  and  amateur 
photography,  and  a  “wildcard”  division  which 
is  “Fluid”  for  the  2010  contest.  Visit  the  P.I.Y. 
website  at  piy-yellowstone.org  for  print  rules 
and  details,  or  call  406-652-8247  for  more 
information.  DEADLINE:  April  16,  2010. 

The  15  th  Annual  Madison  Valley  Arts  Festival 

announces  a  call  to  artists  working  in  ail  media 
to  submit  entries  for  its  juried  outdoor  show. 
The  festival  is  sponsored  by  the  Ennis  Arts 
Association  and  will  take  place  Aug.  7  in  the 
beautiful  Peter  T.’s  Park  in  downtown  Ennis, 
MT.  For  an  application,  write  to  Madison  Valley 
Arts  Festival,  c/o  Margie  Reck,  340  Bear  Creek 
Loop,  Cameron,  MT  59720,  call  Margie  at  406- 
682-4416,  or  email  redmtnranch@yahoo.com. 
DEADLINE:  May  14,  2010. 

The  Montana  Art  Education  Association 

(MAEA)  is  seeking  presenters  to  give 
workshops  at  the  annual  2010  MEA-MFT  Fall 
Conference.  The  conference  will  be  in  Helena, 
MT.  Workshops  can  be  one  hour  or  two  hours  in 
length  if  on-site,  or  for  longer  periods  of  time  if 
an  off-site  location  is  arranged.  Applications  to 
present  are  available  online  through  the  Montana 
Education  Association  website  at  www.mea- 
mft.org/  10edconf.html.  For  more  information 
contact  Peggy  Leverton  at  peggyl@corvallis. 
kl2.mt.us  or  at  406-961-3007,  ext.  214. 

The  University  Center  at  The  University  of 
Montana  is  accepting  applications  from  local  and 
regional  artists  interested  in  selling  their  wares 
at  the  UC’s  Spring  Art  Fair,  which  takes  place 
April  22-24,  in  the  highly  trafficked  UC  Atrium. 
The  UC  Art  Fair  features  unique,  handcrafted 
items  from  selected  artists  and  craftspersons. 
Applications  are  available  online  at  life.umt. 
edu/uc/ucsi/art_fairs  or  at  The  Source  in  the 
University  Center.  For  more  information,  call 
Angela  Hundley,  art  fair  coordinator,  at  406- 
243-5714  or  email  ucartfair@mso.umt.edu. 
DEADLINE:  March  8,  2010. 

The  34th  Annual  Montana  Juried  Art 
Exhibition  will  be  held  June  3-30  in  Butte, 
MT.  This  exhibition  is  open  to  all  artists  in  any 
medium,  2D  and  3D.  For  more  information  and 
a  prospectus,  visit  the  Butte  Copper  City  Artists’ 
website,  www.butteartists.org.  DEADLINE: 
April  12,  2010. 

The  Treasure  State  Invitational  Art  Show 

will  be  held  July  10  in  Hamilton,  MT.  Artwork 
accepted  includes  jewelry,  paintings  (both  in 
miniature  and  full  size),  bronzes  and  more. 
Art  pieces  will  be  juried.  This  biennial  event 
continues  to  grow  in  popularity  and  support. 
Artists  are  encouraged  to  apply  early  to  take 
advantage  of  all  publicity  opportunities.  There 
is  limited  space.  The  Treasure  State  Invitational 
Art  Show  benefits  the  Ravalli  County  Museum. 
For  more  information,  call  406-363-5066  or 
emai I  info @ treasurestateartshow.com 


Visual  Arts,  Crafts  and 
Photography:  Call  for  Entries, 
National 

Utah  Public  Art  Program  and  Utah  State 
University,  Uintah  Basin  are  requesting 
letters  of  interest  and  qualifications  from  artists 
interested  in  creating  site  specific  art  for  the 
gateway  traffic  circle  on  the  public  access  road  to 
the  new  Bingham  Entrepreneurship  and  Energy 
Research  Center  (BEERC)  on  the  campus  of 
Utah  State  University  in  Vernal,  Utah.  Project 
specifics  are  available  atwww.utahpublicart.org. 
Applications  are  being  accepted  via  hard  copy/ 


CD  or  online  at  www.dccgrants.org.  Budget  is 
$  140,000.  For  more  information  contact  Fletcher 
Booth  at  801-533-3586  or  fbooth@utah.gov. 
DEADLINE:  April  1,2010. 

The  28th  Annual  Wallowa  Valley  Festival  of 
Arts  is  seeking  entries  for  its  visual  arts  show, 
June  4-6,  in  Joseph,  OR.  Cash  awards  in  excess  of 
$4,500  with  a  special  $500  Best  of  Medium  prize 
for  photography.  Most  mediums  accepted;  no 
film,  performance  or  installation.  Entry  forms  are 
available  by  mail  at  WVFA,  PO  Box  526,  J oseph, 
OR  97846  or  at  www.  wallowavalley  arts.org.  For 
information,  contact  festival  co-director  David 
Riley  at  541-426-6534  or  email  rileydf@gmail. 
com.  DEADLINE:  April  2,  1010. 

Seattle's  Office  of  Arts  and  Cultural  Affairs, 

in  partnership  with  Seattle  Parks  and  Recreation 
and  Seattle  Public  Utilities,  seeks  two  artists  for 
public  art  projects  at  two  new  parks:  Maple  Leaf 
Reservoir  Park  and  West  Seattle  Reservoir  at 
Westcrest  Park.  The  call  is  open  to  professional 
artists  residing  in  the  United  States.  The  project 
budget  for  each  project  is  $150,000.  Visit 
www.seattle.gov/arts  for  more  information. 
DEADLINE:  March  11,  2010. 

ArtFest  will  take  place  June  4-6  at  the  Northwest 
Museum  of  Arts  and  Culture  in  Spokane,  WA. 
For  information  on  this  juried  show,  email 
artfest@  north  westmusuem.org  or  call  509-456- 
3931.  DEADLINE:  March  12,  2010. 

The  Kolb  Studio  Exhibit  Program  presents 
artistic  responses  to  the  Grand  Canyon  region 
that  encourage  stewardship  and  inspire  a  sense  of 
wonder.  The  Kolb  Studio  Gallery  is  located  at  the 
head  of  the  Bright  Angel  Trail  on  the  South  Rim 
of  the  Grand  Canyon.  All  genres  and  mediums 
will  be  considered.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.grandcanyon.org/kolb/kolbexhibits.asp. 

or  call  928-863-3877. 

The  Art  Gallery  at  Prescott  College  has  a 

variety  of  exhibition  opportunities  available  and 
invites  artists  to  submit  exhibition  proposals  for 
the  2011  -2013  season.  The  gallery  is  committed 
to  exhibitions  that  will  expand  the  community’s 
appreciation  of  contemporary  art  and  address 
the  interests  of  a  diverse  audience.  The 
gallery  exhibits  artwork  from  both  recognized 
and  emerging  regional  and  national  artists. 
Exhibitions  are  open  to  all  artists  and  curators 
18  years  and  older.  Eligible  disciplines  include 
painting,  drawing,  printmaking,  book-arts, 
photography,  mixed  media,  new  genre,  sculpture 
and  installation.  For  submission  guidelines 
please  download  a  prospectus  at  www.prescott. 
edu/gallery.  Send  submissions  to  Prescott 
College  Art  Gallery  at  Sam  Hill  Warehouse,  220 
Grove  Ave,  Prescott,  AZ  8630 1 ,  RE:  Exhibition 
Proposal.  Direct  all  questions  to  Jen  Chandler 
928.776.5258,  ext.  5,  or  jchandler@prescott. 
edu.  DEADLINE:  May  1,  2010. 

Seattle’s  Office  of  Arts  and  Cultural  Affairs, 

in  collaboration  with  the  Seattle  Department  of 
Transportation  (SDOT),  seeks  an  artist  to  create 
an  artwork  for  the  second  phase  of  the  Chief 
Sealth  Trail,  which  connects  the  city’s  Beacon 
Hill  neighborhood  with  the  Rainier  Valley  in 
Southeast  Seattle.  Work  to  extend  the  trail  west 
of  Beacon  Avenue  South  approximately  two- 
thirds  of  a  mile  will  begin  this  summer,  with 
completion  expected  by  the  end  of  2010.  The 
artwork  -  intended  to  mark  the  trail  extension 
and  enliven  the  streetscape  -  will  be  installed 
where  the  trail  will  cross  Beacon  Avenue  South 
at  South  Dawson  Street.  The  selected  artist 
will  work  with  staff  from  the  Office  of  Arts 
&  Cultural  Affairs,  SDOT  and  neighborhood 
representatives  during  the  design  phase  of  the 
project  to  create  a  three-dimensional,  permanent 
outdoor  artwork  that  responds  to  the  site  and 
takes  into  consideration  visibility  issues  and 
the  flow  of  vehicles,  cyclists  and  pedestrians. 
The  call  is  open  to  professional  artists  residing 
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in  Washington,  Oregon,  California,  Montana  or 
Idaho.  The  total  project  budget  is  $50,000  and 
includes  design,  fabrication  and  installation 
costs.  A  link  to  the  online  application  and 
guidelines  is  available  at  www.seattle.gov/arts. 
DEADLINE:  March  16,  2010. 

North  Valley  Arts  Council  is  announcing  a  call 
for  entries  for  Arts  Fest,  an  outdoor  arts  festival 
that  takes  place  along  the  river  in  Grand  Forks, 
ND,  and  East  Grand  Forks,  MN,  June  12- 13.  For 
more  information,  call  701-772-3710  or  visit 
www.novac.org.  DEADLINE:  March  5,  2010. 


Residencies 


Archie  Bray  Foundation  is  accepting 
applications  from  ceramic  artists  for  its  2010 
resident  artist  program.  Long-term  residencies, 
usually  one  year  with  an  option  to  extend  through 
a  second  year,  and  short-term  residencies,  usually 
through  the  summer  months,  are  available.  The 
residencies  allow  individuals  to  pursue  their 
personal  approach  to  ceramics  and  provide  a 
unique  environment  for  artists  to  come  together 
to  work,  learn  and  share.  The  Bray  provides  a 
studio,  discounted  materials,  a  variety  of  kilns, 
sales  gallery  and  teaching  opportunities.  Resident 
artists  cover  their  own  costs  for  materials,  firing 
and  living  expenses  in  Helena,  MT.  Also,  the 
foundation  is  currently  accepting  applications  for 
the  2010-2011  Lilian,  Lincoln,  Matsutani,  MJD 
and  Taunt  Fellowships.  Each  fellowship  awards 
$5,000  to  a  ceramic  artist  that  demonstrates  merit 
and  exceptional  promise  for  a  one-year  artist 
residency  at  the  Bray.  For  more  information, 
or  to  apply  online,  visit  www.afthiebray.org, 
or  contact  the  Archie  Bray  Foundation,  2915 
Country  Club  Ave.,  Helena,  MT  59602;  406- 
443-3502;  email:  archiebray@archiebray.org. 
DEADLINE:  March  1,2010. 

The  Ucross  Foundation  Residency  Program  is 

currently  accepting  applications  for  residencies 
of  two  to  six  weeks.  Located  on  a  20,000-acre 
working  cattle  ranch  in  the  foothills  of  Wyoming’s 
Bighorn  Mountains,  the  foundation  provides 
individual  workspace,  living  accommodations, 
uninterrupted  time  and  the  experience  of  the 
historic  High  Plains  landscape  to  selected  writers, 
artists,  and  composers  working  in  all  disciplines. 
There  is  no  charge  for  room,  board  or  studio 
space.  Annual  deadlines  are  March  1  for  Fall 
Session  (late  July-late  November)  and  October  1 
for  Spring  Session  (late  February-mid  June).  The 
application  fee  is  $40.  For  brochure,  application 
and  guidelines,  visitwww.ucrossfoundation.org 
or  contact  the  Ucross  Foundation  at  30  Big  Red 
Lane,  Clearmont,  WY  82835;  307-737-2291; 
email:  info@ucross.org. 

Grand  Canyon  National  Park’s  guidelines 
and  application  process  for  the  North  and  South 
Rim  artist-in-residence  programs  are  now 
ready  for  review.  Visit  www.nps.gov/GRCA/ 
supportyourpark/air.htm  for  complete  program 
details.  Artists  must  submit  their  applications 
for  either  program  between  Feb.  1  and  April  1 
to  be  considered.  For  more  information  visit  the 
website  or  contact  Rene  Westbrook  at  928-638- 
6483  or  email  Rene_Westbrook@nps.gov. 

The  2010  Artist-Wilderness-Connection 
Program  is  an  artist-in-residence  project  that 
connects  artists  and  local  communities  with 
public  lands  of  the  Flathead  National  Forest 
in  Northwest  Montana.  Professional  working 
artists  of  various  disciplines,  media  and  styles 
spend  up  to  two  weeks  in  a  remote  forest  cabin 
on  the  Flathead  National  Forest  to  focus  on  their 
respective  art.  After  completing  the  residency, 
artists  select  a  format  to  share  their  talents  and 
residency  experience  with  the  community  and 
donate  a  representative  piece  of  their  art  to 
the  Artist-Wilderness-Connection  Program. 
Applications  for  the  program  are  available  at 
www.hockadaymuseum.org  (click  on  outreach 
programs)  or  by  calling  the  Hockaday  Museum 
of  Art  at  406-755-5268.  Individuals  and  group 
collaborations  are  invited  to  apply.  For  more 
information  about  the  Artist-Wilderness- 
Conneclion  Program,  contact  Teresa  Wenum  at 
the  Flathead  National  Forest,  406-758-5218  or 
Paul  Travis  with  the  Bob  Marshall  Wilderness 
Foundation,  406-387-3847.  DEADLINE: 
Feb.  28,  2010. 


Workshops/Conferences 


The  Archie  Bray  Foundation  presents  these 
workshops  in  Helena,  MT:  The  Decorated 
Cup,  with  Kevin  Snipes,  March  13-14,  $235; 
Tightening  Lines:  From  the  Studio  to  the  River, 
with  Tyler  Lotz,  Jason  Walker  and  George 
Hrycun,  May  24-27,  $440;  From  Flat  to  Fat: 
Function,  Context  and  Process,  with  Andrew 
Martin  and  Mark  Pharis,  June  7-18,  $800;  Wheel 
Update,  with  Jeff  Oestreich,  July  8-11,  $420; 
Lidded  Form  and  Surface  Techniques,  with 
Bruce  Cochrane,  Aug.  12-15,  $400;  Porcelain, 
Myth  and  the  Figurine,  with  Chris  Antemann  and 
Gerit  Grimm,  Sept.  23-26,  $400;  and  Danger  in 
Playing  with  Animals,  with  Bernadette  Curran, 
Oct.  1 5- 1 7,  $320.  Spring  Adult  Ceramics  Classes 
($150  for  members  and  $  1 85  for  nonmembers): 
Beginning  Ceramics:  Hand  Building  and  Throw¬ 
ing,  7-10  p.m.  Tuesdays  March  23-May  25; 
Intermediate  Ceramics:  Emphasis  on  Hand 
Building,  10  a.m.-l  p.m.  Tuesdays,  March  23- 
May  25;  Intermediate  Ceramics:  Emphasis  on 
Throwing,  7-10  p.m.  Wednesdays  March  24- 
May  26;  and  Advanced  Ceramics,  7-10  p.m. 
Thursdays,  March  25-May  27.  To  register,  call 
406-443-3502  or  email  archiebray  @archiebray. 
org. 

Stumptown  Art  Studio  in  Whitefish,  MT,  offers 
these  workshops:  Glass  Fusing  with  Melanie 
Drown,  March  10;  Beadweaving  with  Traci 
Staves,  March  16;  and  Encaustic  and  Mixed 
Media  with  Shawna  Moore,  March  20-21.  For 
information  call  406-862-5929  or  visit  www. 
stumptownartstudio.org. 

Call  of  the  Wild,  a  workshop  for  women  in 
midlife  and  beyond,  will  be  held  March  5-7  at 
Healthworks  Institute  in  Bozeman,  MT.  Demaris 
Wehr  will  help  women  define  their  wildness  and 
who  they  want  to  be.  For  details,  visit  www. 
valerieharms.com  or  call  406-587-3356. 

Putting  Pen  to  Paper  or  Fingers  to  Keys: 
Writing  Demystified  is  a  fiction  writing 
workshop  presented  by  Aaron  Parrett  and  Joe 
Simonsen.  professors  at  the  University  of  Great 
Falls,  in  conjunction  with  the  Great  Falls  Festival 
of  the  Book.  The  workshop  will  be  held  2  p.m. 
March  27  on  the  UGF  campus  in  Great  Falls, 
MT.  To  register,  contactjsimonsen@ugf.edu  or 
call  406-791-5380  or  406-791-5374. 

Bear  Canyon  School  in  Bozeman,  MT,  offers 
two  workshops:  Lost  and  Found:  Bringing 
Forth  a  Playful  Attitude,  with  Robert  Ebendorf, 
March  26-28,  $385;  and  Metals  1,  with  Diana 
Arnold,  March  6-7,  $2 1 0.  Call  406-586-8770  or 
visit  www.bearcanyonschool.com. 

Clay  and  Chocolate  Workshop  with  Marilyn 
Lysohir  will  be  held  March  6  at  the  Clay  Studio 
in  Missoula,  MT.  in  conjunction  with  Marilyn 
Lysohir’s  “Good  Girls  1968”  exhibit  at  the 
Missoula  Art  Museum.  Cost  is  $85-$95.  Call 
406-543-0509. 

The  Clay  Studio  in  Missoula,  MT,  offers 
these  classes:  Intermediate  Throwing,  6-9  p.m. 
Mondays,  March  8-May  3;  and  Handbuilding, 
with  Lauren  Sandler,  noon-3  p.m.  Mondays, 
March  8-May  3.  Call  406-543-0509. 

The  Red  Lodge  Clay  Center  in  Red  Lodge, 
MT,  offers  these  workshops:  a  workshop  with 
Susan  Beiner,  Sam  Chung  and  Kurt  Weiser, 
March  13-14,  free  and  open  to  the  public;  a 
workshop  with  Tom  Coleman  and  Matt  Long, 
May  5-15,  $525;  and  a  workshop  with  Randy 
Johnston  and  Jan  McKeachie  Johnston.  Oct.  2-3, 
free,  open  to  first  30  people.  Call  406-446-3993 
or  visit  www.redlodgeclaycenter.com. 

A  Pop  Art  Class  with  Treg  Miller  will  be  held 
March  13  and  20  at  the  Hockaday  Museum  of 
Art  in  Kalispell,  MT.  Cost  is  $60  for  museum 
members  and  $70  for  nonmembers,  plus  a  $10 
materials  fee.  Call  406-755-5268. 

The  Sandpiper  Gallery  in  Poison,  MT,  offers 
these  workshops:  Anyone  Can  Learn  to  Draw  with 
Patrick  Berry,  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  May  4-20; 
Basket  Wizardry  with  Brigitte  Miller,  May  15-16; 
Watermedia  with  Barbara  McCulloch,  May  22-23 ; 
What  a  Relief!  Printmaking  with  Jenny  Tiskus. 


July  26-30;  Plein  Aire  Watercolor  with  Patrick 
Berry,  July  29;  Watercolor  for  the  Terrified  with 
Joanne  Simpson,  Aug.  2-6;  The  Magic  of  Color 
with  Joanne  Simpson,  Aug.  1 6-20;  and  Watercolor 
Tricks  with  Joanne  Simpson,  Sept.  13-17.  Call 
406-883-5956. 

Plein  Air  Painting  in  the  Bitterroots,  taught 
by  David  Mayer,  will  be  held  June  8-10,  and 
will  focus  on  color,  composition  and  brushwork 
while  painting  outdoors  in  a  number  of  Bitterroot 
River  and  mountain  areas.  Participants’  works 
will  be  displayed  June  11  at  Blacksmith  Brewing 
Company  in  Stevensville,  MT.  For  more 
information,  contact  Nancy  Mayer  at  303-665- 
7659  or  email  nancy@dwmayer.com;  or  Pamela 
Kaye  at  Blacksmith  Brewing  company, 406-777- 
0680  or  beer@blacksmithbrewing.com. 

Camp  Equinox  Summer  Theatre  Day  Camp 

offers  two  sessions  in  Bozeman,  MT,  for  kids 
entering  grades  one  through  eight:  June  14- 
July  8  and  July  12- Aug.  5.  Katie  Goodman 
and  Soren  Kisiel  are  the  artistic  directors,  and 
supervise  a  highly  creative  staff  of  experienced 
performing  arts  teachers  and  guest  performers 
from  around  the  nation,  plus  a  team  of  teen 
interns.  For  more  information,  or  to  register, 
call  406-522-7623  or  visit  www.campequinox. 
com. 

The  Montana  Watercolor  Outfit  is  presenting 
a  Watercolor  Workshop  with  Joseph  Fettingis 
April  8-11  at  MSU-Billings  in  Billings,  MT. 
Tuition  is  $260,  due  March  8.  Call  406-259-6400 
or  406-656-7530. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Violin  Workshop  will 
be  held  at  the  North  Valley  Music  School  in 
Whitefish,  MT,  April  9-10.  Open  to  all  ages, 
this  is  a  Suzuki  violin  workshop  for  beginner  to 
advanced  students,  with  guest  artist  Terry  Durbin 
and  The  Ying  Quartet.  Other  childhood,  youth 
and  all-ages  classes  are  offered  also.  For  more 
information,  visit  www.northvalleymusicschool. 
org  or  call  406-862-8074. 

The  Hotter  Museum  of  Art  in  Helena,  MT, 
offers  these  art  classes:  Woodblock  Print¬ 
making  with  Claire  O’Connell,  Thursdays 
March  4-25;  Book  Arts:  Coptic  Binding  with 
Marion  Lavery,  March  6;  The  Photographic  Eye 
with  Kurt  Keller,  Tuesdays  March  9-April  13; 
The  Art  of  Assemblage  with  Michael  De  Meng, 
March  13;  and  The  Art  ofFumiture  Making  with 
A.L.  Swanson,  March  20.  Costs,  supply  lists 
and  online  registration  are  available  at  www. 
holtermuseum.org  or  call  406-442-6400. 

Encaustic  and  Pigment  Stick  Workshops  with 
Shawna  Moore  will  be  held  March  20-21  in 
Whitefish,  MT  at  Stumptown  Art  Studio,  406- 
862-5929.  Moore  also  offers  Private  Encaustic 
Workshops  in  her  studio  or  yours  April  16-18 
and  23-25.  Call  406-261-6528  or  visit  www. 
shawnamoore.com. 

Call  for  Educators:  Workshops  Wanted. 

Ravalli  County  Museum  in  Hamilton,  MT,  is 
looking  for  people  to  present  workshops  on  any 
topic.  The  museum  will  advertise  the  workshops, 
schedule  the  students  and  provide  the  venue.  For 
more  information,  contact  Sarah  at  406-363- 
3338  or  email  sarahmrcm@qwestoffice.net. 

The  Yellowstone  Art  Museum  in  Billings,  MT. 
offers  these  workshops:  Working  with  Precious 
Metal  Clay,  with  Susan  Germer,  March  20; 
Ukrainian  Eggs  with  Libby  Laird,  March  27; 
and  Non-toxic  Surface  Design  on  Fabric,  with 
Cynthia  St.  Charles,  April  1 7 .  Call  406-256-6804 
or  visit  www.artmuseum.org. 

Chris  Tremain's  Jewelry  Workshop  will  be 
held  at  the  Lewistown  Art  Center  in  Lewistown, 
MT,  March  13-14.  Limited  space  is  available, 
sign-up  early.  Call  406-535-8278. 

Snow  Farm,  the  New  England  Craft  Program, 

in  Williamsburg,  MA,  offers  a  hands-on, 
intensive  summer  in  art  to  high  school  students. 
Sessions  run  June  27 -July  10,  July  11-24  or 
June  27-July  24.  Scholarships  are  available.  Call 
413-268-3101  or  visit  www.snowfarm.org. 

Continued  on  next  page 


Website 
helps  integrate 
technology 

Struggling  to  inte¬ 
grate  technology  into 
your  organization? 
The  Progressive  Tech¬ 
nology  Project  may 
offer  some  solutions 

The  PTP  offers  a 
Technology  Assess¬ 
ment  and  Planning 
website  (www. 
progressivetech. 
org),  which  includes 
resources  that  arts 
organizations  can 
use  to  learn  how  to 
improve  their  appli¬ 
cation  of  technology. 
Documents  on  the 
site  include  "As¬ 
sessment  Guide  for 
Organizers,"  "Orga¬ 
nizational  Technol¬ 
ogy  Assessment"  and 
"Planning  Tool  and 
Technology  Planning 
Guide."  All  are  in  PDF 
format. 

-  National 
Assembly  of  State 
Arts  Agencies 
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National  arts 
resources 

•  National  En¬ 
dowment  for  the 
Arts:  1100  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Ave.,  NW, 
Washington,  DC 
20506;  202-682- 
5400;  www.artsen- 
dow.gov;  email: 
webmgr@arts. 
endow.gov. 

•  National 
Endowment  for  the 
Humanities:  1100 
Pennsylvania  Ave.,  NW, 
Washington,  DC  20506; 
202-606-8400;  www. 
neh.fed.us. 

•  Arts  4  All  People: 
www.arts  4allpeople. 
org;  email:  a4ap@ 
wallacefunds.org. 

•  Americans  for  the 
Arts:  1 000  Vermont 
Ave.,  NW,  1 2th  Floor, 
Washington,  DC  20005; 
202-371-2830;  www. 
artusa.org. 

•  American  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Museums: 
1571  Eye  St.  NW,  Ste. 
400,  Washington,  DC 
20005;  202-289-1818; 
www.aam-us.org. 

•  National  Trust  for 
Historic  Preservation: 

1 785  Massachusetts 
Ave.,  NW,  Washington, 
DC  20036;  202-588- 
6000;  www.national 
trust.org. 

•  ADA  Services  Unit: 

U.S.  Equal  Employment 
Opportunity  Commis¬ 
sion,!  801  L  St.  NW, 

Rm.  9024,  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC  20507; 
202-663-4900  or  800- 
669-4000  for  employ¬ 
ment  questions;  www. 
eeoc.gov/facts. 

•  New  York  Founda¬ 
tion  for  the  Arts:  155 
Avenue  of  the  Americas, 
14th  Floor,  New  York 
NY  10013-1507;  212- 
366-6900;  www.nyfa. 
org. 

•  Architectural  and 
Transportation  Barri¬ 
ers  Compliance  Board: 

1331  F  St.  NW,  Suite 
1000,  Washington,  DC 
20004;  800-872-2253; 
www.access-board.gov. 

•  National  Reha¬ 
bilitation  Informa¬ 
tion  Center  (NARIC): 
800-346-2742  or  800- 
344-5405  for  assistive 
technology  product 
information. 


Literature 


The  Rhode  Island  Writers  Circle  Flash 
Fiction  Contest  is  accepting  submissions. 
First  prize  is  $500  dollars  and  publication  in 
the  Circle’s  anthology.  Additional  awards  will 
go  to  Artistic  Merit  Nominees.  All  entrants  will 
be  considered  for  publication.  Submissions 
should  be  1 ,000  words  or  less.  Contest  rules  and 
guidelines  are  at  www.riwriterscircle.com.  For 
more  information,  call  401-461-6691  or  email 
thewriterscircle@aol.com.  DEADLINE: 
June  10,  2010. 

Lost  Horse  Press  is  now  accepting  submissions 
for  The  Idaho  Prize  for  Poetry  2010,  a  national 
competition  offering  $1,000  plus  publication 
by  Lost  Horse  Press  for  a  book-length  poetry 
manuscript.  All  U.S.  poets  are  eligible.  The 
winner  and  finalists  will  be  announced  Aug.  15. 
A  reading  fee  of  $25  —  check  or  money  order 
only,  please  —  and  a  SASE  (for  notification  of 
winners  only;  manuscripts  will  be  recycled)  must 
be  included  with  the  manuscript.  For  guidelines 
or  additional  information  about  the  Idaho  Prize 
for  Poetry,  contact  Lost  Horse  Press  at  208- 
255-4410,  email  losthorsepress@  mindspring, 
com  or  view  online  at  www.losthorsepress.org. 
DEADLINE:  May  15,  2010. 

The  High  Plains  Book  Award  Nominations 

are  now  open  for  the  books  in  the  following 
categories:  Emeritus,  featuring  a  body  of  work 
by  a  single  living  author  or  writing  team;  Best 
Fiction  work,  honoring  the  best  novel  or  short 
story  collection  of  the  previous  year;  Best 
Nonfiction;  Best  Poetry;  Best  First  Book  (fiction, 
non-fiction  or  poetry);  Zonta  Best  Woman  Writer 
Award;  and  Best  Mystery  Book.  Nominated 
books  must  have  been  published  for  the  first  time 
in  2009  and  written  by  a  regional  author  or  writing 
team,  and/or  be  a  literary  work  which  examines 
and  reflects  life  on  the  High  Plains.  Individual 
books  must  be  nominated  by  publishers  who 
provide  the  reading  copies.  Self-published 
works  are  eligible  for  all  awards.  Nominations 
for  the  Emeritus  Award  can  come  from  readers, 
booksellers,  educators,  librarians,  library 
associations,  writers  and  publishers.  All  works 
must  have  an  ISBN  number  to  be  considered. 
For  deadlines  and  criteria  information  on  how 
to  nominate  a  book  or  a  writer  for  the  Billings 
Library  High  Plains  Book  Awards  go  to  www. 
highplainsbookawards.org.  DEADLINE: 
March  26,  2010. 


“Sonnets  and  Sestinas:  Poems  for  the  Glacier 
Park  Centennial”  is  seeking  submissions. 
Poems  must  celebrate  the  unique  environment 
of  Glacier  Park,  the  relationship  between  it  and 
the  visitor,  or  the  experience  of  wilderness.  The 
contest  will  culminate  in  a  public  reading  June  25 
at  Belton  Chalet  in  West  Glacier,  MT.  Winning 
poems  will  be  chosen  from  various  forms:  free 
verse,  sonnets,  sestinas,  villanelles,  limericks, 
haiku  and  odes,  as  well  as  best  poet  under  1 8 
and  best  historical  poem.  Two  poems  perentrant 
will  be  accepted.  Mail  submissions  to  Belton 
Chalet,  PO  Box  206,  West  Glacier,  MT  59936  or 
email:  events@beltonchalet.com.  Include  phone 
number  and  mailing  address  for  notification  of 
winners.  DEADLINE:  April  10,  2010. 


Media  Arts 


The  Aesthetica  Short  Film  Competition  is 

searching  for  filmmakers  who  are  driving  the 
genre  of  short  film  forward  through  inspirational 
and  innovative  works.  The  competition  provides 
an  opportunity  for  both  new  and  experienced 
filmmakers  to  have  their  work  broadcast  to  a 
wider  audience.  All  genres  of  film  are  being 
accepted:  drama,  documentary,  music  video, 
animation,  satire,  comedy,  artists’  film  and 
anything  else  you  can  think  of!  This  award 
offers  winners  and  runners-up  a  fantastic  prize 
package,  including:  screenings  of  your  film 
at  The  National  Media  Museum  (Bradford), 
Rushes  Soho  Shorts  Film  Festival  (London), 
Kerry  Film  Festival  (Ireland),  Glimmer:  Hull 
Film  Festival,  Glasgow  Film  Festival,  Project 
Space  Leeds  and  on  the  Aesthetica  website; 
£500  first  prize,  £250  runner-up;  12-months 
membership  with  Shooting  People;  collection  of 
film  books  from  Wallflower  Press;  and  winner 
and  10  runners-up  to  be  included  on  a  DVD  that 
will  go  to  all  Aesthetica  readers.  Films  should  be 
up  to  20  minutes  long.  For  detailed  guidelines 
and  entry  visit  www.aestheticamagazine.com/ 
film_submissions.htm.  DEADLINE:  April  30, 
2010. 


Grants  &  Fellowships 

The  TourWest  grant  program  is  now  open  and 
accepting  applications.  TourWest  is  a  competitive 
grant  program  that  provides  subsidies  to  arts  and 
community  organizations  for  the  presentation 
of  out-of-state  touring  performers  and  literary 
artists.  Funds  are  available  to  organizations 
that  sponsor  performances  within  the  13-state 


WESTAF  region.  Projects  must  take  place 
between  Sept.  1,  2010  and  Aug.  31,  2011.  All 
projects  must  have  one  public  performance 
and  one  outreach  activity.  TourWest  standard 
performance  grants  are  available  in  an  amount 
of  up  to  $2,500  or  50%  of  the  artistic  fees, 
whichever  is  less.  Applicants  may  apply  for  up  to 
two  standard  performance  grants.  All  TourWest 
grants  must  be  matched  on  a  one-to-one  basis 
in  cash  by  the  presenting  organization.  Each 
application  can  be  used  for  only  ONE  project. 
New  applicants  and  previous  applicants  with 
questions  or  new  approaches  to  their  applications 
are  encouraged  to  call  the  WESTAF  office  at 
303-629-1166  to  receive  advice  and  guidance 
from  a  TourWest  staff  person.  For  more 
information  and  application,  visit  westaf .cgweb. 
org.  DEADLINE:  April  1,  2010. 

The  University  of  Montana’s  Wilderness 

Institute  is  accepting  proposals  for  grants  that 
support  historical  research,  creative  writing 
and  wilderness  studies  projects  that  explore 
Montana’s  land  and  people.  The  grants  range 
from  $400  to  $1,000  and  are  awarded  through 
the  Matthew  Hansen  Endowment,  established 
in  1984  as  a  memorial  to  Hansen  and  his  ideals. 
Awards  will  be  announced  in  April.  Projects 
should  encourage  mindful  stewardship  of  the  land 
and  contribute  to  the  preservation  of  Montana’s 
cultural  heritage.  For  proposal  guidelines,  visit 
www.cfc.umt.edu/wi/.  DEADLINE:  March  1, 

2010.  I 


Job  Opportunities 

Executive  Director  job  opening  at  Performing 
Arts  Center  of  Wenatchee,  WA :  The  executive 
director  is  a  full-time  position  responsible  for 
managing  all  aspects  of  the  operation  of  the 
PAC.  The  PAC  is  a  non-profit  organization 
operating  a  535-seat  performing  arts  center 
in  Wenatchee.  The  PAC’s  mission  is  to  bring 
together  leadership  and  resources  to  provide 
a  performing  arts  center  of  excellence  and  to 
educate,  inspire,  and  celebrate  the  performing 
arts.  Preference  will  be  given  to  candidates  who 
can  demonstrate  the  broad  skill  set  necessary 
to  guide  the  PAC  through  a  time  of  growth  and 
change.  Acomplete  job  description  and  specific 
instructions  for  application  are  available  on  the 
employment  page  of  the  PAC’s  website,  www. 
pacwen.org.  The  review  process  will  begin  no 
later  than  February  22,  2010,  but  applications 
may  be  accepted  until  the  position  is  filled,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  PAC. 


ARTS  &  CULTURE:  Statewide  Service  Organizations 


Humanities  Montana,  31 1  Brantly  Hall.  The  University 
of  Montana,  Missoula,  MT  59812;  406-243-6022;  www. 
humanities-mt.org.  Presents  humanities  programs,  awards 
grants,  conducts  speakers  bureau,  reading/discussion 
groups  and  teacher  programs. 

MT  Alliance  for  Arts  Education,  Executive  Director 
Alayne  Dolson,  PO  Box  7225,  Missoula,  MT  59807;  406- 
549-2984;  email:  mt4arted@gmail.com;  www.maae.org. 
Provides  professional  development  for  teachers  in  arts 
education  and  advocacy  for  arts  education. 

MT  Art  Education  Assn.,  Co-presidents  Elizabeth 
Waddington;  email:  waddingtone@billings.kl2.mt.us: 
and  Susan  Selstad;  email:  vikinggoddess  1  @msn. 
com;  www.artedmontana.org.  Provides  professional 
information  and  development  for  art  teachers  in  all  areas. 

MT  Arts,  PO  Box  1872,  Bozeman,  MT  59771;  406- 
585-9551.  Provides  administrative  services  for  statewide 
organizations  and  some  local  groups  and  acts  as  a  fiscal 
agent  for  emerging  arts  organizations. 

MT  Assn,  of  Symphony  Orchestras,  PO  Box 

1 872,  Bozeman,  MT  5977 1 ;  406-585-955 1 :  www. 
montanasymphonies.org.  Provides  resource  sharing, 
imports  musicians  and  conducts  seminars  and 
conferences. 

MT  Center  for  the  Book,  c/o  Humanities  Montana  311  ' 
Brantly  Hall.  The  University  of  Montana.  Missoula.  MT 
59812;  406-243-6022,  ask  for  Mark  Sherouse;  www. 
montanabook.org.  Organizes  public  forums  featuring 
Montana  authors;  and  promotes  reading,  book  arts  and 
publishing. 

MT  China  Painting  Art  Assn.,  1805  Highland.  Helena. 
MT  59601 :  406-443-5583.  Promotes  the  art  of  china 
painting,  porcelain  and  glass;  sponsors  a  yearly  public- 
show  featuring  nationally  known  teachers. 

MT  Community  Foundation,  I  N.  Last  Chance  Gulch. 
Suite  1,  Helena.  MT  59601;  406-443-8313; 
email:  mtcf@mt.net;  www.mtcf.org.  Maintains 
endowments  for  nonprofit  organizations  and  awards 
grants. 

MT  Cultural  Advocacy,  PO  Box  1872,  Bozeman,  MT 
59771:  406-585-9551.  Coalition  of  arts  and  cultural 


agencies  that  lobbies  the  state  legislature  to  maintain 
funding  of  cultural  agencies  and  oversees  legislation 
affecting  Montana’s  cultural  sector. 

MT  Dance  Arts  Assn.,  PO  Box  1872,  Bozeman. 

MT  5977 1 ;  406-585-955 1 .  Sponsors  a  fall  and  spring 
workshop  for  young  Montana  dancers,  administers  a 
summer  scholarship  program  and  presents  a  summer 
teachers’  workshop. 

MT  Institute  of  the  Arts,  PO  Box  1824,  Bozeman,  MT 
59771;  406-587-7636.  Assists  artists  in  all  disciplines 
through  educational  projects,  information,  and 
workshops. 

MT  Music  Educators  Assn.,  Nancy  Murdock,  PO 
Box  55,  Whitewater.  MT  59544;  406-674-5417  (O); 
email:  nmurdock@ttc-cmc.net.  Provides  professional 
information  and  development  for  music  teachers  in  all 
areas. 

MT  Painters  Alliance,  Susan  Blackwood  and  Howard 
Friedland,  711  Blackmore  Place,  Bozeman,  MT  59715; 
406-586-4484.  A  statewide  organization  comprised  of 
professional  outdoor  painters  who  seek  to  showca’se  the 
vast  variety  and  spectacular  beauty  of  Montana. 

MT  Performing  Arts  Consortium,  PO  Box  1872, 
Bozeman.  MT  5977 1 ;  406-585-955 1 ;  www.mt 
performingarts.org. Supports  performing  arts  presenting 
in  large  and  small  communities;  sponsors  an  annual 
conference  showcasing  performing  arts;  facilitates  block¬ 
booking;  and  provides  quick-grants  to  rural  presenters. 

MT  Preservation  Alliance,  516  N.  Park.  Suite 
A,  Helena,  MT  59601 ;  406-457-2822;  www. 
preservemontana.org.  Provides  technical  assistance  and 
infor-mation  on  historic  preservation  issues  through  a 
circuit  rider  pro-gram.  Publishes  Preservation  Montana. 

MT  Public  Television  Assn.,  PO  Box  503,  White 
Sulphur  Springs,  MT  59645;  406-547-3803;  Supports 
efforts  of  Montana’s  rural  low  power  public  television 
stations;  provides  technical  assistance  in  video  production 
and  station  application  procedures  and  sponsors  an  annual 
conference. 

MT  Theatre  Education  Assn.  (MTEA),  President  Larry 
Brazil!,  9  N.  Dakota,  Dillon,  MT  59725;  406-683-7038; 


email:  l_brazill@umwestern.edu.  A  K-12  education 
resource  for  Montana  theatre  educators;  present  yearly  at 
MEA-MFT/APT  and  are  affiliated  with  EDTA. 

MT  Thespians,  State  Director,  Sarah  DeGrandpre,  Big 
Sky  High  School,  3100  South  Ave.  West,  Missoula, 

MT  59804;  406-728-2401;  email:  sdegrandpre@mcps. 
kl2.mt.us.  Provides  professional  information  and 
development  for  theater  teachers  in  all  areas. 

MT  Watercolor  Society,  PO  Box  3002,  Missoula,  MT 
59807;  Ron  Paulick,  membership  chair,  406-453-4076; 
email:  cambrea@mt.net;  www. montana watercolor 
society.org.  Sponsors  two  annual  workshops,  a  yearly 
Open  Members  show,  a  national  Juried  Watermedia 
Exhibition,  and  a  quarterly  newsletter. 

Museum  and  Art  Gallery  Directors  Assn.,  2112  First 
Avenue  North,  Great  Falls,  MT  59401;  406-761-1797; 
email:  montanaart@hotmail.com;  www.mt-magda. 
org.  Supports  visual  art  centers  and  galleries  through 
traveling  exhibitions,  technical  assistance  and  an  annual 
conference. 

Museums  Assn,  of  Montana,  MT  Historical  Society, 

225  N.  Roberts,  Helena,  MT  59620;  406-444-4710; 
www.montanamuseums.org.  Supports  museums  of 
all  disciplines  through  annual  conferences,  quarterly 
newsletters  and  technical  assistance  with  museum  issues. 

Rocky  Mountain  Photo  Club,  1518  Howell  St., 
Missoula.  MT  59802;  406-728-5374.  Provides 
photography  education,  professional  information, 
workshops  and  opportunities  for  members  to  show  work 
in  galleries. 

VSA  arts  of  Montana,  PO  Box  7225.  Missoula.  MT 
59807;  406-549-2984;  www.vsamontana.org.  Provides 
information,  technical  assistance  and  workshops  on 
working  with  differently-abled  constituencies. 

Writer’s  Voice  of  the  Billings  Family  YMCA,  402 

N.  32nd  St.,  Billings.  MT  59101 ;  406-248-1685. 

Assists  emerging  writers  in  artistic  and  professional 
development;  supports  accomplished  writers;  provides 
public  programs  that  challenge  the  traditional  definition 
of  literary  arts. 
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MAC  Grants  &  Services 


Artist's  Innovation  Awards 

Applications  are  now  being  accepted  for 
the  Artist’s  Innovation  Award  for  Literary  and 
Performing  Artists.  The  Montana  Arts  Council 
launched  this  grant  program  to  honor  the 
innovative  ideas,  practices  and  the  contributions 
of  Montana  artists.  Only  literary  and  performing 
artists  are  eligible  this  year.  (Visual  artists  were 
eligible  last  year.)  This  application  can  only  be 
completed  online  -  go  to  MAC’S  website  at  www. 
art.mt.gov.  The  deadline  for  Artist’s  Innovation 
Award  for  Literary  and  Performing  Artists  is 
Friday,  April  30. 

Public  Value  Partnerships 

The  Montana  Arts  Council  is  pleased  to 
continue  operating  support  grants  for  Montana 
non-profit  arts  organizations  under  a  program 
titled  Public  Value  Partnerships.  Public  value 
partners  are  defined  as  organizations  making  a 
positive  difference  in  the  individual  and  collective 
lives  of  the  citizens  of  the  state  through  the  arts, 
and  worthy  of  state  investment.  These  grants  fund 
Montana  non-profit  arts  organizations  who  have 
had  their  501(c)(3)  status  for  a  minimum  of  five 
years  and  at  least  a  half-time  paid  staff  member. 
Guideline’s  specifics  are  available  on  the  MAC 
website.  The  grant  period  runs  July  1,  2010  to 
June  30,  2014.  First-time  applicants  must  contact 
Kristin  Han  Burgoyne  by  March  15.  Applications 
are  due  April  20,  2010.  Visit  www.art.mt.gov  for 
more  information. 

Opportunity  Grants 

Opportunity  Grants  are  given  throughout  the 
year  to  enable  the  council  to  respond  to  artists' 
or  organizations’  opportunities  or  emergencies. 
Grants  are  available  up  to  $  1 ,000,  and  decisions 
will  be  dictated  by  the  availability  of  funds  and 
the  nature  of  the  request.  Grants  must  be  matched 
1 : 1  in  cash  or  in-kind  goods  and  services.  Awards 
are  made  directly  by  the  council  and  applications 
are  reviewed  monthly. 

Applications  must  be  received  by  MAC  by  the 
first  of  each  month.  Funding  is  allocated  on  a  first 
come,  first  served  basis. 

Arts  Education  Artist  Registry 

The  Arts  Education  program  supports  a  wide 
range  of  residencies  by  professional  working 
artists  and  local  or  regional  arts  organizations 


(touring  or  locally  based).  Activities  are  hands-on 
and  process-oriented.  The  artist  must  be  able  to 
clearly  communicate  the  concepts  and  skills  of 
the  chosen  art  form  and  relate  well  to  people  in  a 
variety  of  educational  settings. 

Deadlines  are  ongoing.  To  apply  visit  MAC’S 
website  at  http://art.mt.gov  or  call  the  MAC  Arts 
Education  Hotline  at  1-800-282-3092. 

Cultural  and  Aesthetic  Project  Grants 

In  1975,  the  Montana  Legislature  set  aside 
a  percentage  of  the  Coal  Tax  to  restore  murals 
in  the  Capitol  and  support  other  cultural  and 
aesthetic  projects.  Grant  funds  are  derived  from 
the  interest  earned  on  this  Cultural  Trust. 

Any  person,  association,  group,  or  govern¬ 
mental  agency  may  apply.  All  applications 
must,  however,  be  officially  sponsored  by  a 
governmental  entity.  Requirements  include  a  1:1 
match  in  cash  or  in-kind  goods  and  services  for 
Special  Projects  Under  $4,500,  Special  Projects 
and  Operational  Support.  Capital  expenditures 
require  a  3: 1  match  of  cash  or  in-kind  goods  and 
services.  The  application  deadline  is  August  1, 
2010  for  FY  2012-2013. 

Artists  in  Schools/Communities  Grants 

The  Arts  Education  program  contains  three 
distinct  components  which  provide  participatory 
experiences  in  arts  learning  that  increase  or 
strengthen  participants'  knowledge  and  skills  in 
the  arts. 

1.  Artist  visits:  The  artist  visits  program 
encom-passes  visits  lasting  from  one  to  four  days 
with  no  more  than  four  hours  of  contact  time  per 
day. 

2.  Short-term  residencies:  These  last  one  to 
four  weeks,  or  a  total  of  five  to  20  days  over  a 
longer  period  of  time.  Long-term  residencies: 
These  are  residencies  of  five  weeks  or  longer,  up 
to  one  year. 

3.  Special  projects:  This  funding  broadly 
supports  the  creation  of  projects  that  establish, 
expand,  or  advance  both  school  curriculum  and 
educational  arts  programming.  Projects  that 
support  and  encourage  the  community’s  lifelong 
learning,  appreciation  and  enjoyment  of  the  arts 
are  also  funded. 

The  Montana  Arts  Council  awards  grants  to 
Montana  organizations  that  are  nonprofit  and 
exempt  from  federal  income  tax  under  Section 


501(a),  which  include  the  501(c)(3)  designation 
of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code,  or  are  units  of 
government,  educational  institutions,  or  local 
chapters  of  tax-exempt  national  organizations. 

Deadlines  are  ongoing.  To  apply,  visit  MAC’S 
website  at  http://art.mt.gov  or  call  the  MAC  Arts 
Education  Hotline  at  1  -800-282-3092. 

Professional  Development  Grants 

Professional  Development  Grants  provide 
matching  funds  for  Montanans  to:  1)  attend 
seminars,  conferences  and  workshops  to  further 
professional  development  or  to  improve  artistic 
quality,  community  service  in  the  arts,  or  arts 
management  skills  and  operations;  and  2)  hire 
a  consultant  of  your  choice  to  advise  artists  or 
nonprofit  arts  organizations  on  technical  matters, 
specific  programs,  projects,  administrative 
functions,  or  facilitate  strategic  planning, 
marketing  or  development  planning.  The 
amounts  of  these  grants  will  not  exceed  $750  for 
individuals  and  $1,000  for  organizations  and  will 
depend  on  available  funds.  A  1:1  match  in  cash  or 
in-kind  goods  and  services  is  required. 

Applications  must  be  received  by  MAC  the 
first  of  each  month.  Applications  are  reviewed 
monthly.  Funding  is  allocated  on  a  first  come,  first 
served  basis. 

Montana's  Circle  of  American  Masters 

Montana’s  Circle  of  American  Masters  in 
Visual  Folk  and  Traditional  Arts  celebrates 
the  contributions  of  Montana’s  master  artists. 

A  member  of  Montana's  Circle  of  American 
Masters  is  a  person  who  throughout  their  lifetime 
of  work  in  the  traditional  arts  has  created  a 
notable  body  of  work.  Of  significant  cultural  and 
artistic  stature,  their  work  is  representative  of 
the  historic,  traditional,  and  innovative  arts  and 
handcrafts  distinctive  to  the  state  and  is  worthy  of 
note  on  both  a  state  and  national  level.  Deadlines 
for  this  program  are  ongoing.  For  nomination 
materials,  visit  the  MAC  website  at  http://art. 
mt.gov/artists/artists_masters.asp  or  contact 
Cindy  Kittredge  at  elkittredge@dishmail.net  or 
phone  her  at  406-468-4078. 

T.E.A.,  Teacher  Exploration  of  the  Arts 

This  grant  program  is  for  elementary 
classroom  teachers  who  wish  to  work  one-on- 
one  with  a  professional  working  artist  in  order  to 
develop  the  teacher’s  skill  in  a  particular  artistic 
discipline.  Deadlines  are  ongoing.  You  must 
apply  at  least  six  weeks  in  advance  of  the  start- 
date  of  your  project.  A  cash  match  is  not  required. 
All  grants  are  for  $500. 


Grant  Programs 


Name 


Address  _ 


City_ 


State 


Zip  - 


Phone 


Email  _ 


Send  your  request  to:  Montana  Arts  Council, 
PO  Box  202201,  Helena,  MT  59620-2201 
•  FAX  406-444-6548  •  email  mac@mt.gov 


Yes,  please  send  me  copies  of  the  following 
grant  guidelines  (when  guidelines  are  available) 

-€)  Artist's  Innovation  Award 

□  Artist  in  Schools/Communities  Sponsor  Application 

□  Arts  Education  Artist  Registry  Application 

□  Cultural  Trust  Grant  Application 

□  Montana's  Circle  of  American  Masters  Nomination 
Form 

□  Opportunity  Grant  Application 

□  Professional  Development  Award  Grant  Application 

□  Public  Value  Partnerships  Application 

□  T.E.A.,  Teacher  Exploration  of  the  Arts  Application 

Q  Other _ 


Grant  guidelines  and  applications  can  also  be  downloaded  at  http://art.mt.gov 

What's  Happening? 

Planning  an  arts  or  cultural  event,  gallery  showing  or  a  performance? 

If  so,  State  of  the  Arts  would  like  to  know  about  it. 

Fill  out  the  following  information  and  send  it  to: 

Lively  Times,  33651  Eagle  Pass  Tr.,  Charlo,  MT  59824; 

406-644-2910;  FAX  406-644-2911;  or  email  writeus@livelytimes.com 

Event _ 


Description, 


Event  Location 


Date(s)_ 


Time(s)  . 
Sponsor, 
Address , 


Phone, 


Email 


i - 1 

Subscribe  to  bi-weekly 
email  newsletters 


Which  email  newsletter(s)  do  you  want  to 
receive? 

□  Artists  □  Arts  Organizations 

□  Arts  Educators 

Mail  in  form  or  go  online:  www.art.mt.gov/resources 
— 


Sign-up  or  update 
your  mailing  info 


Name  _ 


Email  Address 


NEW  ADDRESS 


Name , 


Address 
City _ 


State 


-Zip 


Daytime  Phone 
Email  Address 


OLD  ADDRESS 


Name  _ 


Address 
City _ 


State 


Z'P 


Daytime  Phone 
Email  Address 


Mail  to:  Montana  Arts  Council,  PO  Box  202201,  Helena, 
MT  59620-2201 ;  or  go  online  at  www.art.mt.gov 


Help  us  find 
technical 
assistance 
articles  for 
State  of 
the  Arts 

The  Montana  Arts 
Council  is  requesting 
submissions  from  art¬ 
ists  and  organizations 
on  practical  profes¬ 
sional  development 
tips  for  artists  for 
upcoming  issues  of 
State  of  the  Arts. 

Topics  might 
include: 

•  "How  to"  articles 
(i.e.  marketing  tips 
for  the  beginning 
visual  artist,  how  to 
find  a  publisher  for 
your  first  book,  doing 
your  own  PR,  writ¬ 
ing  an  effective  artist 
statement  or  how  to 
make  a  CD). 

•  Innovative  arts 
education  projects  or 
statistics. 

Here  are  the  dead¬ 
lines  for  201 0: 

•  March  25  for  the 
May/june  issue; 

•  May  25  for  the 
)uly/August  issue; 

•  July  25  for  the 
September/October 
issue;  and 

•  Sept.  25  for  the 
November/Decem¬ 
ber  issue. 

Please  limit  sub¬ 
missions  to  500 
words.  Call  MAC  at 
406-444-6510  or 
email  sflynn@mt.gov 
before  submitting 
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